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Trustees Monthly Meeting

The 90th Annual Membership Meeting 
convened on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, 
11515 Colima Road, Whittier. The 

following officers and trustees were present: 
Andrew Thompson, President; John McBride, 
Vice President; Trustees Kerry Carter, William 
McSweeney, Joseph Fennell, J.P. Harris, Jake Katz, 
Ralph Webb, Richard Maradiaga, Raymond Peavy 
and Liza Vera; Robert Ciulik, General Manager; 
and Carrol Leonard, Assistant General Manager. 
Trustee not present: Josie Woolum.

President Andrew Thompson called the 
meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Andrew Thompson, 
followed by roll call of officers and trustees by 
Trustee Maradiaga. 

President Andrew Thompson called for the 
Association reports.

BENEVOLENT REPORT
Reported by Trustee Fennell

The Association continues to serve the families 
of deceased members at this critical time. 

In addition to being a resource for information 

for the family, we offer to prepare and pay for 
an obituary in the Los Angeles Times and send 
notification to many retirees through the LASD 
retired website. We also offer to provide our floral 
arrangement in the shape of the Departmental 
badge for the services and a flag case to the family, 
which contains an American flag and has a plaque 
attached to it with the member’s dates of service.

The mortuary benefit for full membership 
was recently increased to $7,000 and in 2013, we 
provided $882,949 to survivors in order to assist 
them with funeral arrangements. 

For many of our members, we are able to 
provide crutches and wheelchairs, and at the end 
of 2013, had 47 wheelchairs out on loan.

For those members who are off due to sickness 
or injury, we provide supplemental financial 
assistance when they are not receiving their 
full pay. In 2013, $250,756 was provided to our 
members during their time of financial need.

FINANCE AND INVESTMENT REPORT
Reported by Trustee McSweeney

The financial condition of the Association 

remains strong. As with most diversified 
portfolios, ours did extremely well in 2013. We 
continue to have sufficient reserves to meet our 
actuarial requirements for the mortuary benefit 
that we provide to our members.

The Association uses the professional 
management teams of Wells Fargo and Merrill 
Lynch to manage the bulk of our financial 
reserves. In addition, we have an account at 
Vanguard managed by our Association as well 
as deposits with Bank of America and First City 
Credit Union.

At year end our account balances were as 
follows:

Bank of America	 $1,202,159.00
First City Credit Union	 $1,085,365.98
Wells Fargo	 $7,400,862.33
Merrill Lynch	 $8,150,430.72
Vanguard Funds	 $1,123,683.20
TOTAL CASH and INVESTMENTS 
		  $18,962,501.23

On March 5, the Hi-Desert Retirees got 
together for their monthly luncheon 
at Carrows Restaurant on I Avenue 

and Main Street in Hesperia. Those present 
were: Ed Ballinger, Beth Combs, Ed and Shirley 
Sznaper, Norman and Chickee Nelson, and Joe 
and Sheila Ortiz. Somebody didn’t show up last 
month because they forgot to come. Not one, 
but both of them forgot. Nobody will ever know 
it was Joe and Sheila, because I won’t tell! Ed 
Ballinger told several of his jokes. We couldn’t 
leave without hearing them! Come join our 
little group for talking and laughing the first 
Wednesday of the month at 11 a.m. Everyone 
is welcome. 

On March 5, the Desert Heat had their 
monthly luncheon at the Elks Lodge in Lake 

Havasu City, Arizona. Those attending were: 
Jim Slay, George Wilson, Bob Kanyr, Jerry Gil-
len, Claude Anderson, Joan Day, Jerry Sanford, 
Mike Castorina, Leseah Clarke, Doug and Joyce 
Muchmore, John View, Don and Susie Sackett, 
Ed Ryan, Mike Robbins, Kathy Powell, George 
Bachmeier, Don Bergfeld, Bill and Norma Vio-
lette, Ralph Salazar and Darleen. The luncheon 
is from 11:30 a.m. until?? The cost is $9 and that 
includes tax and tip. Soft drinks, soup and other 
items not on the regular menu are extra. There 
is also a no-host bar available. The March birth-
days were: Mike Robbins, Tom Sirkel and Liz 
Polidore. Thanks! — Jerry G.

On March 5, the March Retired Marshal’s 
Luncheon was held at Marino’s Italian Restau-
rant in Bellflower. As usual, it was great fun to 

break bread with friends. Those in attendance 
were: Leslie Taylor, Al Barnett, Al Blomker, 
Roger DeHaan, Cliff Hartfield, Dan Robinson, 
Tony Jones, Jack Snyder and Mr. “Dapper Dan” 
Eugene Swanston. There was a mystery bearded 
man in attendance who kept everyone guessing 
as to his identity. It turned out to be Peter Mack. 
By the time this comes out, Eugene Swanston 
will have celebrated his 90th birthday on April 
13. — Terry

On March 11 to 13, the Sunshine Rollers met 
at the Vista Elks RV Park in Vista, California. 
The meeting was called to order by President 
Claude Waddle at 7:22 p.m. on Thursday, March 
12. Members present: Gil Sherwood, Carol 

continued on page 6

continued on page 4

NEXT MEETING: 
Thursday, July 17, 2014
@ 11:30 a.m. Cost $13
Glendale Elks Lodge
120 E. Colorado Blvd.
Glendale, CA 91775
(818) 242-2105
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LAWS AND LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Reported by Trustee Katz

In 2013, two trustees left the Board for 
different reasons. Trustee Thomas Laing retired 
from the Department in July and Trustee Paul 
Drake resigned from the Board in June.

One of the vacancies was filled by Board 
appointment. William McSweeney was 
appointed to fill the remainder of the term that 
was vacated by Trustee Laing and was to expire 
December 31, 2013.

For the election of Board members in 
November, only four petitions were submitted 
for the four vacancies. Incumbents Raymond 
Peavy, Josie Woolum and William McSweeney 
filed for three of the seats, and Ralph Webb was 
the only other person to submit a petition.

Those four candidates were approved by the 
Board for a three-year term, expiring December 
31, 2017.

At the December meeting, the Board of 
Trustees elected the following officers for 2014:

President: Andrew D. Thompson
Vice President: John M. McBride
Secretary-Treasurer: Josie Woolum

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Reported by Trustee McBride

Our membership grows each year as the 
Department continues hiring new and replacement 
personnel. Board members make presentations to 
groups of newly hired employees and most join 
our Association.

In 2013 our end of the year totaled 17,601, 
which is a gain of 144 members above the 
membership total at the end of 2012 of 17,457.

Membership consists of:
Active Members: 11,906
Retired Members: 5,003
Honorary Associate Members: 692
Total Membership: 17,601

PUBLICATIONS REPORT
Reported by Trustee Vera

The Star News is our Association’s monthly 
publication. It is a source of information for our 
members, and each month numerous units and 
stations submit articles of interest.

Advertising revenue has dropped in recent 
years, most likely due to the economic downturn 
and the availability of Internet advertising. 
However, in 2013 revenue increased over 
the total ad revenue in 2012 of $265,999 to 
$300,876.

We have continued our relationship with 
Trade News International for the production 

of the publication and have been satisfied with 
their professional approach to business.

Each month the Star News is mailed to our 
members as a benefit of membership.

RETIREMENT REPORT
Reported by Trustee Harris

As the total membership in the Association 
continues to grow, we are experiencing growth 
in the retired membership. At the end of 2013, 
retired members numbered 5,003, which 
represents 28 percent of the total membership. 
This is a substantial increase over the retired 
membership of 2,937 that we had 20 years ago 
in 1993.

In April, the Association was well represented 
at the annual retirees get-together called the 
Roundup, which is held in Laughlin, Nevada. 
Staff and Board members attended and staffed 
a table, where they were available to assist and 
respond to any inquiries from those attending. 
The Association also provided financial 
assistance to those who organized the event, 
which had over 800 in attendance.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Trustee Thompson, 

seconded by Trustee Maradiaga and 
unanimously carried, to adjourn the Annual 
Meeting of the Sheriffs’ Relief Association and 
to continue with Sheriffs’ Relief Services, Inc. 
reports.

SHERIFFS’ RELIEF SERVICES, INC. 
Reported by Robert Ciulik, General Manager

At the conclusion of the Sheriffs’ Relief 
Association meeting, the Sheriffs’ Relief 
Services, Inc. meeting was called to order 
and roll call was taken by Trustee Maradiaga. 
All officers and directors were present except 
Trustee Josie Woolum.

EMPORIUM REPORT
During 2013, we continued the operations 

of both the store at Pitchess Detention Center 
and STARS, even though sales were down 
considerably from the year before. New recruits 
for the Department continue to be a major 
source of revenue for the Emporiums and 
financial survival for those stores is dependent 
on increases in hiring new deputies.

The Association still feels that by operating 
the Emporiums we provide convenience and are 
able to offer many items that are not available 
in the general retail market.

LOAN CORPORATION REPORT
The Loan Corporation, now licensed as Sheriffs’ 

Relief Services Incorporated, continues to serve 
our members by making small loans available.

During 2013, the loan program processed 
over 9,100 loans, and at the end of the year, had 
$10,659,000 in outstanding loan balances.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by President Thompson, 

seconded by Trustee Webb and unanimously 
carried, to adjourn the Annual Meeting of the 
Sheriffs’ Relief Services, Inc. and to continue with 
Sheriffs’ Relief Foundation reports.

SHERIFFS’ RELIEF FOUNDATION
Reported by Carrol Leonard, Assistant General 
Manager

At the conclusion of the Sheriffs’ Relief 
Services, Inc. meeting, the Sheriffs’ Relief 
Foundation meeting was called to order and roll 
call was taken by Trustee Maradiaga. All officers 
and trustees were present except Trustee Josie 
Woolum.

The Sheriffs’ Relief Foundation, formed in 
1982, continues to serve our members and the 
Department through the many varied funds 
established to offer assistance. Because the 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization, we are 
able to provide donors a tax-deductible receipt 
for their contributions.

The Foundation has continued to support 
individuals in need, along with over 50 funds 
designated to support various Departmental 
activities and charitable causes.

The majority of the Foundation’s funds are in 
diversified investments at the firm of Wells Fargo, 
while cash necessary to fund daily operations are 
deposited at Bank of America.

The total for the Foundation’s cash and 
investments at 2013 year end is $1,658,975.02.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by President Thompson, 

seconded by Trustee Maradiaga and unanimously 
carried, to adjourn the Annual Meeting of the 
Sheriffs’ Relief Foundation. I

Trustees Monthly Meeting  continued from page 2
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After much too long an absence, the “Tale 
of Five Cities” has been resurrected. 
My predecessor, Jodi Hutak, has been 

promoted to lieutenant and moved on to bigger 
and better things. Congratulations, Ma’am, and 
thanks for all the tips for successful Star News 
reporting (I’ll be needing them). Having been 
on the school newspaper staff in the eighth 
grade, long before most Lakewood deputies were 
even born, seems to have qualified me for this 
assignment. 

Although this article will not appear until the 
May issue, long after the Baker to Vegas Challenge 
Cup Relay weekend is nothing more than credit 
card bills and sly smiles hoping “What happens 
in Vegas, stays in Vegas” really is true, I have to 
start off by offering a big congratulations to the 
Lakewood Station Baker to Vegas team, which 
finished a strong second out of 14 teams in the 
Station 250 Division and a very respectable 
58th overall. I am truly impressed each year at 
the amount of preparation and logistics that go 
into putting together a team for the race. Special 
thanks has to go out to Sergeant Mike Melikidse, 
running team captain, and Deputy Robert Lloyd, 
support team captain, for all their hard work and 
dedication in making this year’s team a huge 
success, both on and off the race course.

Prior to the big race, a sold-out bowling 
fundraiser was held at the new Round 1 
entertainment complex. Prior to the tournament, 
there was a lot of smack-talk whirling around 
the Station. But in the end, the dynamic team 
of Sergeants Steve Moses, Keith Suarez, Eric 

Ehrhorn, Chris Roberts and Deputy Karen 
Solis silenced the chatter and took home the 
trophy. Honorable mention goes to Sergeant 
James Peterson (pictured), who was having a 
bad hair day!

As I said above, it has been several months since 
the last Star News article appeared for Lakewood. 
Since then there have been several additions to 
the Lakewood family. A big congratulations goes 
out to Deputy Ariana Hernandez, LET Stephanie 
Salgado (Malvido), Deputy Matthew Mayfield, 
Deputy Laila Razo, Deputy Carlos Rosas, Deputy 
Stephanie Sloan, Deputy Robin Thistle, Deputy 
Anthony Johnson and Deputies Felipe Lares and 

Maira Llamas Contreras on the recent (and not so 
recent) births of their new babies. My apologies to 
anyone I might have missed.

Also, there have been numerous comings 
and goings of personnel here in the last several 
months. Although the list is much too long to list 
everyone, here are some of the more notable ones: 
Congratulations and good luck to Lieutenants 
Phil Marquez and Matt “Gun Blazin’” Ohnemus 
and Sergeants Pat Gadut, Eric Cheatham and Jose 
Gonzalez on their promotions and transfers out. 
Recently transferring out were Lieutenant Gary 
“I’ll get you that shooting card next time I see you” 
Blackwell and Sergeant Dan “Pretty Boy” Gillespie 
to South Patrol Division HQ and longtime LKD 
Deputies Esperanza “Xena: Warrior Princess” 
Harper (CER), Mike Barlow (CCB) and Tony 
Velasco (IDT).

We welcome our fifth master FTO, Brian 
Anderson, who hit the ground running having six 
new trainees to monitor in Patrol School starting 
a week before his transfer here was even official. 
And in the “You can check out, but you can never 
leave” category, welcome back to Lieutenant Matt 
Vander Horck, who was a deputy here way back 
when and now has returned for his second tour 
of duty at LKD. Again, my apologies to anyone I 
may have missed. It was a large list that I had to 
trim down.

By the time you read this (May?) our own 
Deputy Mike Herrera should be on his way to the 
East Coast to participate in this year’s National 
Law Enforcement Police Unity Tour bicycle 
ride, starting in New Jersey and ending in our 
nation’s capital for the National Law Enforcement 
Memorial Candlelight Vigil. Thanks to all those 
who participated in the Super Mex fundraiser to 
help Mike on his journey. To quote LKD Detective 
Mark Leach, “I have known Mike for many years 
and he is not an avid cyclist. He invested in buying 
a special bike and has trained specifically just to 
do the Police Unity Tour.” Good luck to you, Mike, 
and thanks for representing LKD Station in this 
year’s ride.

Being a brand-new reporter for the Star News, 
I’m not sure that I have yet gained the confidences 
of the personnel here, assuring their anonymity 
for any good “leads” to include in the article. But 
rest assured, I will protect my sources at all cost, so 
start sending those interesting stories to me to be 
included in future articles. Until next month, stay 
safe and God bless. I 

By Mike Bartman
Lakewood Station

A Tale of Five Cities

LKD Sergeants Verzola and Vizcarra during an 
SRT “pain compliance” training session. Sergeant 
Verzola is the one with the “that’s gonna leave a 
mark” expression on his face.

LKD C/A Karen “Yankee Fan” Johnson was 
reminded just how much she is loved around here 
when she and her vehicle were decorated with Silly 
String to celebrate her birthday.
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Engle, Ray and Annie Esquerra, Dick and Mar-
cia Cooper, Steve and Ruth Powell, Claude and 
Dolores Waddle, Thom and Linda Champlain, 
Art and Joy DeGroot, and Tom and Pat Jones. 
Ray and Sandy Hoyal were unable to attend the 
meeting due to an event at their Elks Lodge. 
Thanks to our hosts, Thom and Linda Cham-
plain. Welcome to our guests Ken and Rhonda 
Hardy, guests of Dick and Marcia Cooper. Wel-
come to our new members Scott and Dolores 
Carter. — Dolores Waddle

On March 19, the Las Vegas Retirees got to-
gether for their monthly luncheon at the Blue 
Ox in Vegas. These are the people who attended: 
Hershel Aron, Nik McGraw, Gary Gray, Jim 
Ellison, Mary Seaton, Tony Silas, Chickee and 
Norman Nelson, Ray Walker, Gary Griffith, 
Joan Raber, Stephanie Dawn, Jim Heslin, Dick 
Wallace, and Jon Hooge and Vanette Chris-
tensen. As usual, we got a couple of jokes from 
Tony Silas. It wouldn’t be a luncheon without 
one or two of his jokes! We laughed, talked and 
discussed the upcoming reunion in Laughlin. 
If you are in the Las Vegas area on the third 
Wednesday of the month, come on over and 
join us for lunch at noon.

On March 20, the monthly Prescott area 
Retired Law Enforcement Luncheon was held 
at the Lone Spur Cafe, which is located at 106 
W. Gurley in Prescott (right across from the 
courthouse square). We meet at 1 p.m. and are 
usually seated in the back room. If you would 
like to mark your calendar for future dates of 
the luncheon for 2014, they are: April 17, May 
15, June 29, July 17, August 21, September 18, 
October 16, November 20 and December 18. 
(We always meet on the third Thursday of the 
month.) For further information, contact Moon 
at moon@lasdretired.org. — Moon

On May 21 to 23, we were in Pahrump, Ne-
vada, for the Baker to Vegas Relay. This was their 
30th annual relay. They ran 120 miles with 264 
teams, over 5,200 runners in this race. When 
they run through Pahrump by the Saddle West 
Hotel and Casino on leg 11, Norman announces 
their names and the department they are with. I 
check off their names and write down the time 
they ran through Pahrump. This year, the first 
runner at 6:19 p.m. was a female. The last run-
ner ran through at 1:22 a.m. Alice Eyechaner, 
the cookie lady, and Welcome Wagon received 
her award at the ceremony. She has been the 
coordinator for the Baker to Vegas Relay when 
they run through Pahrump for the last 24 years. 
LAPD Open were the winners this year. We saw 
them celebrating with their big trophy at the 

LVH Hotel and Casino. They were a proud, hap-
py group. Brian Keltner is not connected with 
the sheriff or police departments, but he ran the 
120 miles by himself with an estimated time of 
30 hours. He is the founder of Warrior Heart-
ed Special Children’s Foundation to help raise 
awareness of the challenges of special needs 
children. He went through Pahrump at 6:46 
p.m. When one out of 11 school children are 
challenged and yet are not getting the support 
they need, we need to step up and help them 
help themselves. Warrior Hearted Special Chil-
dren’s Foundation is a nonprofit charity with a 
purpose of providing financial resources to the 
children within our special needs community. 
There are many special needs children who fall 
between gaps of not meeting requirements for 
government assistance or have insufficient in-
surance coverage. There is also the gap between 
what the schools will offer a child and what the 
child needs to be successful. We can help bridge 
that gap and enable parents to be better advo-
cates for their child and equip them for battle 
for services. These children may need extra help 
along the way, but they have the hearts of war-
riors. For more information, go to www.war-
riorhearted.org or contact them at info@war-
riorhearted.org or (562) 356-8900. Next year, 
the 31st Baker to Vegas Relay will be held Satur-
day and Sunday, March 28 and 29, 2015. 

On March 24 to 27, RELAC had their cam-
pout at Stagecoach RV in Banning, California. 
The weather was beautiful, and we did get some 
sprinkles and it rained one night. We thanked 
the wagon masters Fred Weinberg and Randy 
Forney for a great campout. Those attending: 
Mike and Veronica Reyes, Mike and Linda 
Reyes, Ed Clifton, Don and Shirley Egbert, 
Jeanne Klauk, Dorie Fregeau, Dennis and Wan-
da Klodt, Paul and Stinne Ladefoged, Al and Di-
ana Medina, Ron and Betsy Morgon, Norman 
and Chickee Nelson, Elroy and Terri Morris, 
Fred Weinberg and Randy Forney. We all had 
a great time. I was talking with some other club 
members when I looked up and saw a classmate 
that we saw at our 50th class reunion in Sep-
tember 2013. I hadn’t seen him in 50 years be-
fore our class reunion. Now, he was here at the 
RELAC campout. I couldn’t believe it! We went 
to their motorhome and talked for hours. We 
were catching up on 50 years! It was great to see 
Elroy and Terri Morris after all these years. El-
roy worked for L.A. County for 39 years. Ladies 
Night Out was at the Sizzler Restaurant in Ban-
ning on Wednesday and we sat there for hours 
and hours catching up on everything, but there 

is still a lot more to catch up on! RELAC nor-
mally meets quarterly. 

On March 27, 34 of Firestone Retirees got 
together at Maggie’s Pub in Santa Fe Springs 
for their quarterly luncheon. Firestone Sta-
tion opened in 1924 and closed in 1994, which 
was 70 years. This year it has been closed for 
20 years. Time sure does fly. We made it there 
just in time for the luncheon. Those attending 
were coordinator Jim Lally, Lydia Hernandez, 
Woody and Liz Polidore, Norman and Chickee 
Nelson, Eugene Rudolph, Red Sickman, Joe 
Castorina, Duke Debovay, Armando Sainz, 
James A. Roche III, Jerry Plent, Richard Oros-
co, Tom Rosas, Corky Jackson, Bobby Pierue, 
Mike Soderberg, Jim Kaylor, Fritz Campbell, 
Ron Moya, John Spiller, Don Bricker, Pat Con-
nolly, William F. Reed, Michele Vestey, Ellen 
Noennick, Virgil Bartlett, Toni Veltri, Mike 
Stine, Stacy Silva, Hoppy Hopkins, Neal “Dan” 
Gayhart and Henry Romero. Eugene Rudolph 
worked at Compton Police Department from 
1956 to 1962 and then he came over to the L.A. 
County Sheriff ’s Department in 1962 and re-
tired in 1988. That is 32 years of law enforce-
ment. Way to go, Eugene! The newest retiree is 
James A. Roche III, who retired on January 31, 
2014. Way to go, James — congratulations! Be-
low are the dates for the 2014 FPK Luncheons: 
on Thursdays June 26, September 25 and De-
cember 4, 2014 (Christmas luncheon). All the 
luncheons will be held at Maggie’s Pub, Santa Fe 
Springs, and will start at 11:30 a.m. Mark your 
calendars. Please contact me if you have further 
questions. — Jim (626) 643-5942.

On March 28, the Antelope Valley retired 
deputies monthly breakfast was held at Car-
rows Restaurant in Lancaster. The morning was 
nice and sunny with some high thin clouds and 
the temperature a comfortable 49 degrees, a re-
lief from the nasty high winds we had the last 
two days. This early spring has Mother Nature 
all confused. For the last two weeks, the trees 
and the roses have blossomed, and the rest of 
the plant life has followed along, then the cold 
returned. It was a light turnout for the morning 
breakfast, but the topics of conversation were 
interesting as primarily they related to concerns 
of the Department and rag-chewing about in-
cidents of the past and former co-workers. 
Attending the breakfast were Pat Hood, John 
Ament, Ron Oest, Scott Budge, Glenn Hutchin-
son, Vance Kirkpatrick and me, Carlos Valdez. 
Also attending was former A.V. Deputy Dan 

continued on page 7
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Brown, who was in town to attend a memorial 
service. Dan retired in 1984 due to a service-
connected injury and now resides in Las Vegas. 
It’s good to see former deputies whom we have 
lost touch with over the years. Some of us will be 
seeing each other at the Roundup in Laughlin, 
Nevada, which will be old news by the time this 

goes to print. Speaking of the Roundup, this is 
a good time to renew old friendships and make 
new ones. Some of us are now at the point of life 
where traveling is becoming more difficult, and 
keeping in touch with our old partners is a plea-
sure afforded by attending the Roundup. The 
Internet connections are wonderful, but there is 

nothing like meeting each other in person. Until 
the next time, I wish you all good health and 
God’s blessings. — Carlos 

This is all for this month. Have a wonderful 
retirement whether you have been retired for 
a long time or just retired recently. Until next 
month, signing off. — Chickee and Don I

Retired Deputies  continued from page 6

TO PROTECT AND SURF

Greetings from the sunny side of the 
County.

HOOK AND BOOK
There were two armed robberies that occurred 

within 45 minutes of each other in the City of 
Agoura Hills. A good suspect description was 
given to responding deputies. While CARPing, 
both Detective Steve Colitti and Tim Cooley 
were working a car together in Agoura. They 
scoured the area and were able to find that one 
of the victim’s debit cards was used at a fast-food 
restaurant in the area. They were able to obtain 
security footage of a female using the card in a 
Ford Explorer. They also knew there was activity 
on this card in Thousand Oaks. The detectives 
went to a few apartment complexes and ended up 
locating the vehicle in a parking lot. Utilizing both 
Department resources as well as social media, 
they were able to locate the owner of the vehicle, 
as well as locate a person close to her who matched 
the description of the suspect of the robberies. 
A search warrant was obtained and conducted. 
Evidence and stolen property was recovered, and 
more importantly, two suspects were in custody.

BAKER TO VEGAS
Captain Davoren penned the following: “I want 

to publicly thank Chad Watters and Vanessa Bar-
nard for organizing this year’s team. For months, 

Chad motivated and prepared the runners. He 
had to find replacement runners and ensure they 
were ready to run. Somehow he managed a team 
that improved over 30 spots from last year’s team.

“Vanessa had the same issues with finding 
support personnel and funding up until the last 
day. Somehow she pulled it off (with patience 
and a smile).

“All the runners performed in an outstanding 
manner. The runners met or came close to their 
projected times. There were no penalties assessed 
and no miscues during the race, so a big pat on 
the back to all who helped out on the course and 
at the command post. And to the people who 
stayed back and worked, which allowed many 
of the runners and support personnel to attend. 
Thank you.

“Many units did not field teams this year for 
different reasons. Malibu/Lost Hills did. 

“Thank you and congratulations to all at this 
Station. Pride and sacrifice goes a long way and it 
shows at this Station.”

Vanessa Barnard had this to say: “I would like 
to personally thank everyone who participated in 
Baker to Vegas this year. This includes all of you 
who stayed back and held down the fort for us. 
With everyone’s diligent, hardworking efforts, we 
did an exceptional job this year! I am so proud 
to be a member the Malibu/Lost Hills team. We 
placed 170th overall (our number for next year) 
and 13th in our category (out of 21) and our final 
time was 18:05:25 (9:02 pace). Most importantly, 
there were no penalties and no one fell out!”

WHO KNEW?
Look at the photograph and imagine the next 

sentence being read by the great movie trailer 
voiceover guy, Don LaFontaine. “In a world 
filled with darkness, there is a light.” If you know 
who she is, good, but I will neither confirm nor 
deny any knowledge of the woman depicted in 
the photograph.

WHAT JUST HAPPENED?
What happens when a deputy, who is trying 

to get to a hot call, decides to take a “shortcut” 
through a mud puddle? The picture tells the story.

That’s all I got. I 

By Mark Rediger
Malibu/Lost Hills Station
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At peace officer memorial cer-
emonies this month, the names 
of six Los Angeles County law-

men killed in the line of duty between 
1883 and 1957 will be added to the rolls 
of honor. They are: Deputy Sheriff Adolfo 
Celis, EOW April 18, 1883; Constable An-
ton Harnischfeger, EOW March 20, 1889; 
Deputy Constable Anthony Bryan Couts, 
EOW October 25, 1914; Constable John S. 
(Jack) Pilcher, EOW June 4, 1925; Deputy 
Sheriff James L. McDermott, EOW Au-
gust 26, 1931; and Sergeant Raymond C. 
Willis, EOW April 15, 1957. 

The Los Angeles County Peace Officers’ 
Memorial was created in 1971 and dedi-
cated at the Sheriff ’s Academy at Biscailuz 
Center on May 14 of that same year. At 
this ceremony, the names of 258 peace of-
ficers were recognized. It was up to each 
department to identify the lawmen from 
their agencies they wanted to include. At 
that time, what constituted a line-of-duty death was left to each 
individual agency to determine. Though this appeared to be the 
most logical decision at the time, there were many problems with 
this policy. The uneven selection criteria and poor research that 
went into identifying “qualified” fallen peace officers led to errors 
and omissions. 

Among the many problems that made identifying fallen peace 
officers from the past difficult was the fact that by 1971 the face of 
law enforcement was significantly different than it was only a cou-
ple of decades before. City marshals and the County constabulary, 
superseded by other agencies and positions that were once the 
purview of sworn personnel, were being staffed by civilians. And 
some agencies just did a better job maintaining their histories and 
doing historical research than others. All of this led to the omis-
sion of many peace officers whose deaths merited recognition. 

This is what happened in the case of the six men being honored 
this month. Deputies Adolfo Celis and James McDermott, as well 
as Constable Jack Pilcher and Sergeant Ray Willis, died in tragic 
accidents. Constable Anton Harnischfeger and Deputy Constable 
Anthony Couts were murdered by suspects they were attempting 
to arrest.

DEPUTY SHERIFF ADOLFO CELIS 
Adolfo Celis was the first Mexican-American Los Angeles 

County Sheriff ’s deputy killed in the line of duty. On the morn-
ing of April 18, 1883, Celis, future Sheriff George Gard and Spe-

cial Deputy Sheriff Silvestre Altimirano 
were less than a mile from the San Fer-
nando Mission en route to Little Tujun-
ga Canyon. They were following a lead, 
developed by Celis, that a murder sus-
pect named Tomas Serrano was hiding 
in the area. 

After stopping to shoot some game 
and make breakfast, the men climbed 
back into their buckboard to resume 
their trek. Due to the uneven ground, a 
blanket between Celis and Gard shifted 
on the trail. Adolfo reached over to ad-
just a blanket and seconds later, Gard 
and Altimirano heard the report of a 
rifle. Celis fell backward struck by a bul-
let in the center of his chest. He died 
almost immediately. It is believed Celis’ 
rifle was dislodged when he adjusted the 
blanket. It fell out of the buckboard and 
struck a wagon wheel and fired. The rifle 
was later recovered on the trail. 

Celis was involved in a deadly shootout in 1878 while serving 
as a deputy for Sheriff Henry Mitchell. In this gun battle, Celis 
shot and killed a horse thief named Miguel Sotello using his rifle. 
Sotello emptied two handguns at Celis and Sheriff Mitchell; one of 
these bullets passed through Celis’ hat. 

On their way to arrest murder suspect Tomas Serrano, the dep-
uties knew it would be prudent for them to keep their rifles loaded 
and at the ready. Sadly, there were no hammer guards on 19th cen-
tury rifles. This made them prone to discharging if dropped. 

Adolfo Celis was only 32 years of age when he died. In addition 
to being a deputy, he was a member of the Los Angeles City Fire 
Department and a former member of the Los Angeles Police De-
partment. Both agencies were well represented at his funeral. He 
left behind a widow and two children.

CONSTABLE ANTON HARNISCHFEGER
Anton Harnischfeger was born in Germany and, ironically, 

moved to Southern California from New York City the year be-
fore his murder due to poor health. Anton suffered from severe 
asthma. Harnischfeger was a barber by profession, but was ap-
pointed Constable of the Garvanza Township by the County Board 
of Supervisors following the resignation of the previous constable 
W.F.D. Jones. Garvanza is just north of Highland Park and south of 
Eagle Rock, and is now part of the City of Los Angeles. In the late 
1880s, however, it was an unincorporated County area. 

On the morning of March 17, 1889, a man named Benjamin 

By John Stanley

In the Line of Duty: Honoring Six  
Los Angeles Peace Officers From the 
Past Who Made the Ultimate Sacrifice

Near San Fernando Mission, 1890
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Sprague assaulted a 15-year-old girl named Ida Lightner, whom 
he accused of stealing wood from his property. Armed with an 
arrest warrant and accompanied by former Constable Jones and 
three other men, Harnischfeger went to Sprague’s house to arrest 
him. Two of the men were sent to the rear while Harnischfeger, 
Jones and the third man approached the front door. Harnischfeger 
knocked, and when Sprague emerged, Harnischfeger told the man 
he was under arrest. Sprague responded by pulling out a small 
handgun and shooting the constable just above the right eye. 

Anton Harnischfeger lingered for three days before succumb-
ing to his wound. He lived longer than his murderer, however. 
After the shooting, Sprague fled along the Arroyo Seco. A posse 
was formed and tracked him down. They found him in Alhambra 
where he was shot and killed. Anton Harnischfeger was 40 at the 
time of his death. He left a widow and four children.

DEPUTY CONSTABLE ANTHONY BRYAN COUTS 
The day 24-year-old Deputy Constable Couts died was sup-

posed to be his last as a peace officer. Couts planned to resign 
the next day and marry his sweetheart Corina Rogers. But on the 
evening of October 24, 1914, he was called by a woman named 
Edna Neathmeyer, whose acquaintance he had only recently 
made, to intervene in a business dispute between her mother and 
her partner at a rooming house they jointly owned at 222 1/2 
N. Main Street in downtown Los Angeles. City Hall sits on this 
location today. 

By the time Couts arrived, the argument between the business 
owners was over. Unfortunately, Anthony then got into an argu-
ment of his own with a sometime handyman at the building named 
Manuel Machado. This dispute was over the “honor” of Miss Neat-
hmeyer. Believing that Machado committed a moral crime against 
the young woman, Couts took hold of the man’s left arm and told 
him that he was going to take him to a police station. Machado 
produced a handgun and shot Couts one time in the stomach and 
then a second time in the back as he attempted to flee. 

Couts died from his wounds the next morning. Machado was 
convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 10 years in prison.

CONSTABLE JOHN S. (JACK) PILCHER  
On September 14, 1924, less 

than a year before his own tragic 
death, 45-year-old Constable 
Jack Pilcher survived the violent 
gun battle that claimed the life 
of Deputy Constable Ed Brown. 
This made the cruel circum-
stances of his own death on June 
4, 1925, that much more tragic. 

Pilcher spent the night be-
fore his death on a stakeout at 
a house in Bouquet Canyon, 
North of Saugus, with two of 
his deputy constables: J. Biddison and John Seltzer. The house was 
burglarized the day before but not all of the property was taken, 
and Pilcher and his men were hoping the suspects would return to 
complete the job. The next morning, after the criminals failed to 
show, the three lawmen decided to load the remaining items from 
the house onto a truck prior to securing the location. As they were 
moving property out of the house, a large lizard ran in through 
the open front door. Pilcher and Seltzer followed the creature and 
saw it run under a bed. Both men moved toward the bed and Selt-
zer dropped down in an effort to chase out the lizard. Seltzer had 
only been a deputy constable for three days and was wearing his 
weapon in a shoulder holster provided to him by Pilcher. Unfortu-
nately, the holster was not secure and his revolver fell out, struck 
the ground and fired. The round hit Constable Pilcher between the 
eyes, killing him instantly. 

This was a cruel and ironic end for a man who was a longtime 
peace officer and survived many violent encounters with danger-
ous suspects. Pilcher was survived by his wife and three children. 

DEPUTY SHERIFF JAMES L. MCDERMOTT
The cause of Deputy McDermott’s death was stranger than 

Constable Pilcher’s. McDermott was a member of the Sheriff ’s 
Robbery Detail and on the evening of August 26, 1931, he drove 
his Department vehicle into the service station at 1705 N. Broad-
way, North of downtown Los Angeles. The service station was lo-
cated at the foot of the bridge East of the Los Angeles River. Today, 
just as it was in 1931, the area is located on a severe slope. 

A witness to McDermott’s death said that the detective was 
leaning over the open car hood looking at the engine when the 
vehicle began to roll downhill. Cars were equipped with mechanical 

continued on page 10

Garvanza in 1887

Main Street, circa 1920, where Deputy Constable Couts was murdered

Constable John S. Jack Pilcher
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drum brakes at the time, which were not as reliable as brakes to-
day. McDermott jumped on the running board in an effort to stop 
the vehicle and prevent it from reentering traffic or severely dam-
aging the station. Seconds later, he was impaled on a hook used 
to suspend a water hose. The sharp point of the hook pierced his 
chest just below his heart. He died in an ambulance en route to the 
Georgia Street Receiving Hospital. 

McDermott was a World War I veteran, and like Harnischfeger, was 
40 years old at the time of his death. He left a widow but no children.

SERGEANT RAYMOND C. WILLIS 
Raymond C. Willis died in a plane crash along with 

Aero Bureau Sergeant and Pilot Vernon Corbeil on April 
15, 1957, while participating in a search for a missing plane 
in the Malibu area. On May 14, 1971, Sergeant Corbeil was 
among the first peace officers added to the County memo-
rial at the ceremony that day. What was not realized at that 
time was that Ray Willis was himself a sworn Sheriff ’s ser-
geant and not a civilian. 

Ray Willis joined the Sheriff ’s Department in July 1955, 
after serving as a Los Angeles Police officer since 1948. 
When Willis left the LAPD, he was working at its crime lab 
as a polygraph technician. The Sheriff Department’s Crime 
Lab did not have a polygraph unit in 1955. If a polygraph 
examination was needed for an LASD suspect, it was neces-
sary to ask another agency to conduct it. Willis was enticed 
away from the LAPD and given the rank of sergeant to begin 
the LASD’s polygraph program. However, by 1971, all of the 
Sheriff Department’s polygraph technicians were civilians 
and no one remembered Willis’ trailblazing role in the unit. 

Also, some of the documents in Willis’ LASD personnel file referred to 
him as a polygraph technician, omitting his sworn status. This confu-
sion, coupled with the absence of deputies as polygraph technicians by 
1971, led to the failure to recognize that Willis was a peace officer. It is 
unknown why a sergeant from the crime lab was flying as an observer 
on a search-and-rescue mission on that fateful April morning in 1957, 
however, there is no doubt that Sergeant Ray Willis was a sworn peace 
officer. As such, he merits the same recognition for his death that was 
accorded the pilot of the aircraft, Sergeant Vernon Corbeil. 

Ray Willis was a week short of his 34th birthday when he died. 
He was a World War II veteran who survived the war, despite hav-
ing two boats sunk under him while serving in PT squadrons in the 
South Pacific. He left behind his wife, Jean, and two young children, 
Mark and Carol. 

We honor the memory of these men and we remember their sac-
rifices. They will at last receive the formal recognition they deserve at 
the peace officer memorial ceremonies this month in Whittier, Sacra-
mento and Washington, D.C. 

The discovery of the line-of-duty deaths of these six men was a 
team effort. Crime Analyst Joe Walker did the primary research on 
Constable Anton Harnischfeger and discovered Ray Willis’ sworn 
status. Custody Assistant Mike Fratantoni uncovered the deaths of 
Deputy Constable Couts and Constable Pilcher. This undertaking 
was aided by Sheriff ’s Museum Committee members Sergeant Sven 
Crongeyer, Deputy Chris Miller (retired) and Lieutenant Judi Carl-
son (retired). Also vital to this effort was the support of Commander 
Mike Parker, who created a peace officer memorial review com-
mittee while he was captain of Sheriff ’s Headquarters Bureau. 
The committee researched the circumstances of each death. 
However, it was the Headquarters Bureau staff that processed 
the local, state and national memorial applications. The 
dedicated effort of OA III Carmen Lopez in 
this regard assured that everything needed 
was submitted in a timely manner. 

Writing on behalf of all, it was an honor 
to bring long overdue recognition and honor 
to these men who gave the ultimate sacrifices for the 
citizens of Los Angeles County. I

continued from page 9

Deputy McDermott with Robbery Detail, 1928

Sergeant Willis demonstrates the polygraph exam, 1955
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Greetings from the College Bureau.
In this issue, I will attempt to highlight 
our Bureau as a whole. Even though 

I don’t have enough space in this newsletter 
to explain to all of you the tremendous work 
that is done on a daily basis that goes unseen, I 
want it to be known that we are not unnoticed. 
I have the privilege to respond to various 
campuses throughout the week. Although 
each campus has its own idiosyncrasies as it 
relates to its daily operations, one thing I see 
that is common amongst all nine campuses 
is the “Tradition of Service” that we provide. 
We have been contracted to patrol and police 
all nine campuses throughout the Los Angeles 
Community College District 24 hours a day 
and 365 days a year. 

Our utmost responsibility is to ensure 
the safety and security of every student and 
staff member who sets foot onto one of our 
campuses. Now we may not have marching 
bands and parades announcing our presence, 
nor do we hear it publicly on the daily news 
about the outstanding job we do, but what 
you can count on is instant publicity when 
something goes awry. It is incumbent upon 
each and every one of us to fight through the 
negative and focus on the positive effects that 
we have on our unit of assignment. It is because 
of us that students have a safe environment to 
obtain a higher level of education. We are also 
directly responsible for the staff being able to 
come to work in a peaceful atmosphere. 

Our command presence alone deters a large 
amount of nonsense that could occur, but 
command presence is just a portion of what 
makes us successful in assuring the public that 
they are safe. The ability to talk to students in 
order to establish that rapport is very necessary. 
Keeping that line of communication open with 
those whom we serve sometimes affords us the 
opportunity to defuse incidents before they 
escalate. Some of us have strong relationships 
with the school administrations. Within that 
bond, we are able to accomplish our mission 
efficiently. Those individuals whom I speak 
of are very vital to the cohesiveness between 
our Bureau and the district. On the other 
hand, some of us are very skilled in obtaining 
information from students who may normally 
shy away from figures of authority. 

We diligently patrol the campuses on foot, 
electric cart, patrol vehicle, bike and video 
surveillance. Remember, we are the ones they 
call when they are in need. We don’t run from 
the call, we run to it. The public puts its trust 
in us to handle those situations that no one else 
is qualified to handle. In this day and age, it 
has become increasingly dangerous on school 
grounds across America. As we’ve seen within 
our own Bureau an increase of noteworthy 
incidents, it only confirms that we have to stay 
ready for anything. Statistically, our North-end 
campuses were known for minimal incidents. 
However, as of late, they have been quite busy 
with various calls for service. This doesn’t 
diminish the fact that any of our campuses can 
become just as busy. What’s important is for 

each individual to have 
a plan for whatever 
incident occurs. 

We get measured 
by how we handle 
ourselves during times 
of crisis, and the public 
relies on us for guidance 
and direction. I had the 
opportunity to sit in 
on a union meeting at 
L.A. Mission College. 
Before, during and after 
the meeting, the staff 
praised the security 
on the campus and 
expressed their gratitude 
for our presence. At that 

moment, I could hear the sincerity and seriousness 
in their voices. 

We write countless campus incident reports 
and SH-AD-49s. We walk many miles on 
school grounds and handle hundreds of calls 
weekly. There will come a time when our skills 
of protecting life and property will be put to 
the test. We have to ask ourselves on a daily 
basis if we are mentally and physically ready 
and equipped to handle those rare instances 
of chaos. It is true that we can’t be everywhere 
at the same time, but we must ensure that we 
do everything in our power that is within the 
scope of our duties to provide the best service 
for those who have entrusted us to do so. Our 
main goal is to go home safe and sound to our 
loved ones at the end of each shift and to be 
able to sleep at night knowing we did what 
was required of us each and every day. We do 
what most people don’t have the courage to, 
so take solace in that fact. I thank each and 
every member of the Community College 
Bureau for what you do on all three shifts. 
Nobody has done, does not do and will never 
do it better than all of you. Continue to take 
training seriously, stay safe, vigilant, steadfast 
and confident. 

Community College Bureau, Homeland 
Security Division, over and out. I 

By Lee Davis
Community College Bureau



IT’S PARTY TIME

They did it again! Maria Sigala and Lisa 
Rico organized yet another outstanding 
Christmas party at the Courtyard 

Marriott in Monrovia. All the feedback I 
received was that it was an outstanding party 
and everyone had a great time. Each year, we 
present Employee of the Year awards during the 
party. I sent out ballots to all Station personnel 
and they voted for the most deserving employee 
in each category. I’m very happy and proud to 
announce this year’s winners: Lieutenant Loy 
McBride, Sergeant Steve Ruiz, Detectives Steve 
Cabrera and Dave Butler (tie), Field Training 
Officer Jason Van Genderen, Deputy Matt 
Thomas, Rookie of The Year Anthony Flores 
Jr., Custody Assistant Veronica Cervantes, Law 
Enforcement Technician Adam Viola and the 
mother/son duo, Velda and Leroy Jackson for 
Professional Staff and Station Clerk respectively. 
All the winners should be very proud of their 
accomplishments, especially since these awards 
were voted on by your peers. However, I am 
still upset that I didn’t win. One vote, yes, just 
one vote. Come on folks, one vote is all I get? 
That’s OK, I don’t blame you guys. Heck, even 
I didn’t vote for myself. Maybe next time I’ll rig 
the ballots.

Seriously, thank you, Maria and Lisa, for all the 
hard work you put in behind the scenes. You two 
did an amazing job with all the fundraising you 
organized and everything else you did to make 
this party a great success. As much as I tried to 
coerce attendees, they all refused to hand over 
pictures. Makes you wonder what kind of party it 
really was. 

IT’S ABOUT TIME!
A quick congratulations to Deputies Scott 

Chapman, Dave Kearney, Alan Klinski and Jason 
Van Genderen for your promotions to sergeant. 
Welcome to the “most stressful job in America” 
(first line law enforcement supervisors), as noted 
in a Business Insider research study. Dave, Alan 
and Jason, stay away from the ODR food. Scott, 
have fun at Pico. Word of advice for anyone 
interviewing for a promotion: If you borrow 
someone else’s shiny leather Sam Browne for an 
interview, the least you can do is put the buckle 
back in the same notch you found it, Jason. 
Congrats, guys, you’ll have a blast.

OK, now back to current news …

GOT MUG?
Although Detective Juan Rivera, our Station 

athletic coordinator, didn’t want his name in the 
article, he is the one who wrote the below snippet:

“On February 8, 2013, Temple Station hosted 
our annual Mug Run. The Mug Run is one of 10 
different events hosted by various LASD units 
throughout the County between November 2013 
and March 2014. The Mug Run is a 10K/5K foot 
race, which is part of a series of runs sponsored 
by LASAA. 

“Temple Station had approximately 250 
runners. Gold, silver and bronze medals were 
awarded to the top three finishers in each age 
category as well as the fastest male and female 5K 
and 10K runners. Participants who successfully 
completed any three races in the series were 
awarded a uniquely styled glass mug. Anyone can 
participate in the Mug Runs! Friends, family and 
the general public are invited to run with us in 
future races!

“Temple Station would like to thank all the 
volunteers and reserves who assisted in keeping 
all the runners safe.”

NOTABLE ARRESTS
I like how when I first started asking folks 

to give me stories for the Star News, everyone 
either balked at how “ridiculous” that was or 
shied away from having their names and pictures 
mentioned. Now I’m getting lots of good stories 
and straight-out “Hey, look at me, look at me, I 
made an arrest.” I love it folks, keep ’em coming. 
I honestly wish we had more room to showcase 
the many outstanding arrests you make day after 
day despite the overwhelming number of calls 
for service we receive.

By Sherif Morsi
Temple Station
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When I first transferred to Temple, I made 
my rounds speaking to as many deputies as I 
could, trying to understand and address their 
questions and concerns. One of the first folks I 
spoke with was our Duarte City Motor Deputy 
Marcelo Sepulveda. He immediately started 
with the whole “motor deputies are the best of 
the best, patrol deputies are just jealous, blah, 
blah, blah.” My response was, “Yeah, OK. Well, 
motors are a little different. They have their own 
subculture, if you will. That’s not necessarily 
a bad thing.” However, they do look cool. You 
know, all sweaty with road grime, bugs, tar and 
dust all over their faces, arms and uniforms. Not 
to mention their faces and arms being carved out 
by dermatologists yearly. Yes, we do envy you 
guys. There, you happy?

So back to Marcelo. When I asked for 
input for this article, he sent me the following, 
unedited email. 

“I don’t want you to fabricate any stories 
about me and my accent ... LOL … I know you 
told me that motors are from a different breed, 
traffic nerds, blah, blah blah … LOL. How 
about you include my Rosemead arrest. Two 
gangsters from Compton with a stolen strap and 
counterfeit money. I even got a commendation 
for it ... :-) … Motors rock.” 

Another great arrest was made by Deputy 
Scott Berner and his trainee, Deputy Robert 
Apodaca. They received a LoJack hit in the South 
El Monte area. With the assistance of an airship, 
they located a vehicle matching the description 
of the hit under a carport in the backyard of a 
residence. The plates and VIN didn’t match the 
LoJack hit. Digging deeper, they discovered 
the public VINs on the vehicle were switched. 
Proactive police work also led them to locating 
the vehicle’s original VIN plate, in addition to 
numerous items that belonged to the victim 
scattered around the carport. In addition, they 
located numerous NHTSA VIN labels and a 
VIN-switched motorcycle. The suspect was 
arrested for operating a chop shop and a $100K 
narcotics warrant.

Great job, fellas.

GOT NO BLOOD
Temple had their annual “Battle of the 

Badges” blood drive. Unfortunately, we only 
had 13 brave souls and Detective Sergeant Mike 
Martinez participate this year. I was in my office 
and heard what sounded like a muffled scream 
from a grown man coming from the briefing 
room. I walked over and saw Mike lying on 
the bed, being restrained by three Red Cross 
nurses, one of whom was muffling his mouth 
because he was screaming so loud. A fourth 
nurse was struggling to hold his arm with one 

hand and inserting the needle with the other. 
When all was said and done, they gave him a 
lollipop and a “I’m a big boy” sticker. When he 
saw the lollipop, he stopped crying and his face 
lit up like a kid in a candy store. I asked him 
why he volunteered if he’s so scared of needles. 
He said, “Are you kidding me, they have free 
snacks after. I can get as much as I want to.”

On a serious note, I encourage all of you to 
go out and donate blood, platelets or plasma. 
Donated blood can be broken down into three 
separate components: whole blood, platelets 
and plasma. Depending on which you donate, 
the components have a shelf life of only five to 
42 days. New guidelines from the American 
Red Cross state you can donate whole blood 
every 56 days, platelets every seven days or 
plasma every 28 days. 

You never know whose life you’ll be saving, 
it may be your own family. I can tell you this, 
if it wasn’t for blood donors, my son wouldn’t 
be with us today. He was receiving multiple 
platelet and whole blood transfusions every 
day for eight months. That amount of blood 
and platelets wouldn’t have been available if it 
wasn’t for selfless donors. Remember, every pint 
of blood can save three lives.

TIME’S UP!
Sergeant Murray Simpkins calls it quits after 

24 years of service. Murray started at HOJJ 
in 1989 and worked numerous assignments 
including Operation Safe Jails, Industry 
Station, Emergency Operations Bureau and 
Temple Station. He took a few years off while 
activated for Operation Iraqi Freedom as a 
reservist with the U.S. Air Force. Because of his 
vast knowledge and experience in antiterrorism 
from his assignments with the Air Force, he was 
assigned to the Terrorism Early Warning Group 
which transitioned into the Counter-Terrorism 
Unit at EOB. Murray leaves us with a few words 

of wisdom: “Have priorities in life — our job is 
the best in the world — but do not forget faith 
and family. Be safe, and please keep doing the 
Lord’s work.”

Deputy Robert Birkett also called it quits 
after 27 years of dedicated service. He was first 
assigned to MCJ in 1986, Walnut Station in 
1988 and Temple Station in 1990. He has been 
gracing the halls of Temple Station ever since. 
Bob has been patrolling the City of Rosemead 
as a motor deputy since 1996. I have to say, 
Deputy Birkett is one of the most humble, 
polite and professional deputies I’ve had the 
honor of working with. 

Gentlemen, thank you for everything you 
have done for your partners and the citizens of 
this great County.

RANDOMNESS
Here’s a photo of Detective Sergeants Steve “I 

used to be SWAT/Sergeant of the Year” Ruiz and 
Mike “Where’s my lollipop” Martinez proudly 
guarding Deputy Dave March’s memorial during 
the most recent anniversary of his passing.

Until next time, have fun and do the right 
thing. I 
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It has been a long time, but Santa Clarita 
Valley Station is back. SCV is no longer sleepy 
hollow. The city of Santa Clarita is now the 

third-largest city in Los Angeles County and the 
19th largest city in the state of California. With 
over 300 “tags” a day and 25,000 “URNs” a year, 
all of our deputies are keeping very busy. It is 
good to be back in the Star News.

RETIREMENTS
While the last workday is dreaded for some, 

it is a delight for others. You can count me in 
that second category. Retirement is freedom; 
freedom from the dreaded shrill of the alarm 
clock. SCV Station has had many retirements 
this spring. Captain Paul Becker, Lieutenant Steve 
Low, Sergeant James “Jim” Anderson, Sergeant 
Dean Currie, Sergeant John Bomben, Sergeant 
Ron Olfert and Deputy Anthony Hawkins are all 
calling it quits after many, many years of dedicated 
service to the residents of Los Angeles County. All 
of them were an asset to our Station and will be 
truly missed.

A BIG SANTA CLARITA WELCOME
Captain Roosevelt Johnson was recently 

promoted and named as the new captain for the 
Santa Clarita Valley Station, bringing nearly 23 
years of law enforcement experience. As a deputy 
sheriff, Captain Johnson held assignments at 
Pitchess Detention Center-North Facility, Century 
Station, West Hollywood Station, Custody 
Administration and the Training Bureau. Some 

of you may remember 
Captain Johnson as your 
drill instructor in the 
Academy. He was the 
deputy running faster 
than all the recruits, 
while running backwards, 
without breaking a sweat. 
Sir, Day Shift Patrol will be 
on the grinder facing East at 
0530 hours, Sir! All joking 
aside, we welcome Captain 
Johnson’s leadership and 
look forward to having him 
as our unit commander.

B2V
Speaking of physical 

fitness, the Santa Clarita 
Valley Sheriff ’s Station 
B2V turned in an outstanding performance in the 
race and took home a Baker to Vegas mug. Team 
SCV finished 23rd place in the “Imix” category 
with an overall time of 17 hours and 17 minutes. 
Everyone here is very proud of our runners, 
support team members and the folks who stayed 
back and worked behind to fill positions for those 
who traveled to Las Vegas. Great job to everyone!

POSITIVE COMMUNITY 
INTERACTION

Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff ’s Station 
deputies use teamwork for Court Victory — 
the basketball court! Eighth graders from a 
local middle school in the Santa Clarita Valley 

have once again issued a challenge to local 
sheriff ’s station deputies: “Play us in basketball, 
one game, winner take all.” The scrimmage at 
Castaic Middle School is a fairly new tradition. 
In order to prepare for the big day, the school 
held a competition prior to the big game in 
order to find the best students to play against 
local sheriff ’s deputies. The big game was 
held in the school’s gym during lunch break 
as the entire student body looked on and 
cheered from the bleachers. There were many 
congratulations and high fives given by both 
teams after the game, and the students loved 
interacting with local deputies.

Until next time, see you next month! I

By Joshua Dubin
Santa Clarita Valley Station

33rd Annual Retirees’ Reunion

Please RSVP and for additional information contact:
Ron or Bonnie Moya (909) 593- 2682, bonron@dslextreme.com  •  Tom Sargent (530) 243-8982, tsgt@charter.net  

Richard or Judy Smith (626) 444-0686, retiredstars@earthlink.net

June 15-20, 2014
McArthur, California

Golf, horseshoes, lawn darts, Bocci ball, card tournaments, potluck 

dinners, steak fry, a catered dinner, a pancake breakfast, fishing, 

sightseeing or just kick back and relax.
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DIVISION CHIEFS ADVOCATE FOR 
CHILDREN OF LOS ANGELES

Division Chiefs Kevin Goran and Michael 
Rothans demonstrated leadership and 
child advocacy by visiting all the YAL 

centers in their respective divisions. Chief Goran, 
who is responsible for Central Division, made 
trips to the Century, East Los Angeles, South 
Los Angeles, Compton and Marina del Rey YAL 
centers, while Chief Rothans, who manages South 
Division, called on the Norwalk, Lakewood and 
Pico Rivera centers. The chiefs took a tour of each 
center and brought their division commanders, 
station captains, lieutenants and sergeants 
together for a presentation to learn about the YAL 

Strategic Plan for 2014. During their meetings, 
the chiefs expressed a commitment to helping the 
center teams move forward in new and exciting 
directions.

“These visits have resulted in strong support 
for the YAL programs from the Department 
leaders, communicating a shared vision to 
improve the lives of at-risk children and provide 
a positive relationship between law enforcement 
and the community,” says SYF Program Director 
Dr. Kathleen Van Antwerp. “Future tours are 
planned with the North and East Divisions, 
as each of our four patrol division chiefs have 
always demonstrated a strong commitment to our 
programs and the services provided to our youth 
and families.” I

By Gabriel De Avila
Sheriff’s Youth Foundation

Captain Curtis Jensen, Deputy Susana Rosales and 
Chief Michael Rothans at the Norwalk YAL

Captain Eliezer Vera, Sergeant Sharon Clayton, 
Deputy Michael Ebling, Deputy Nery Ruiz-Bonilla, 
Commander Joe Gooden and Chief Kevin Goran at 
the South Los Angeles YAL

Sergeant Veronica De La Rosa, Commander Joe 
Gooden, Chief Kevin Goran, Lieutenant David Infante 
and Captain Ernie Chavez at the Century YAL

Commander Joe Gooden, Sergeant Vincent Plair, 
Captain Leonard McCray, Deputy Rosalina Munoz 
and Chief Kevin Goran at the Compton YAL

May 7 
Northwoods Inn 

14305 Firestone Blvd. 
La Mirada

June 4 
Yang Chow Chinese Restaurant 

3777 E. Colorado Blvd. 
Pasadena

July 2 
Beachwood Brewery BBQ Restaurant 

210 E. Third St.  
Long Beach

Aug. 6 
Elephant Bar Restaurant 
12002 Lakewood Blvd.  

Downey

Sept. 3 
Matt Denny’s 

145 E. Huntington Drive 
Arcadia

Oct. 1 
Marino’s Italian Restaurant 

17126 Bellflower Blvd. 
Bellflower

Nov. 5 
Northwoods Inn 

14305 Firestone Blvd. 
La Mirada

Dec. 3 
Villa Tepeyac Mexican Restaurant 

2200 E. Garvey Blvd. 
West Covina

L.A. County Retired Marshals  
Lunches for 2014

ALL LUNCHES ARE SCHEDULED FOR 12 NOON
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 CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RETIREES OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Greg D. Ahn 
Lomita Station

James R. Anderson 
Santa Clarita Valley Station

Bryan S. Beardsley 
County Services Bureau

George Berumen 
Cerritos Station

Warren M. Best 
Scientific Services Bureau

Robert K. Birkett 
Temple Station

Jennie S. Bomgaars 
Century Regional Detention Center

Martha H. Bravo 
Medical Services Bureau

Timothy M. Brennan 
Operation Safe Streets Bureau

Jonathan E. Brick 
Aero Bureau

Francisco A. Chavarria 
Civil Management Bureau

Grace L. Chung 
Inmate Reception Center

Ray A. Coopwood 
County Services Bureau

Edward J. Corrette 
Training Bureau

Scott Creager 
Industry Station

Joseph A. Cruz 
Fiscal Administration Bureau

Randall K. Daniel 
Facilities Services Bureau

Manuel O. Dearmas 
Transportation Bureau

Paul H. Doeve 
Emergency Operations Bureau

Alex C. Fernandez Jr. 
Men’s Central Jail

Cynthia R. Grundy 
Civil Management Bureau

Lavera M. Hardwick 
Century Regional Detention Facility

Kristine A. Heischuber 
East Los Angeles Station

Mario G. Hernandez 
Civil Management Bureau

Tanya D. Holton 
Inmate Reception Center

Ljot M. Inglis  
Industry Station

Donna J. Jenkins 
Medical Services Bureau

Barbara Jones 
Civil Management Bureau

Brian J. Jones 
Court Services West Bureau

Hugh S. Kearns 
County Services Bureau

John T. Kelly Jr. 
North County Correctional Facility

Mary M. Leef 
Inmate Reception Center

Maria S. Leung 
Medical Services Bureau

Robert E. Mc Mahon 
Narcotics Bureau

Felipe Michel 
Food Services

Steven G. Minnis 
Cerritos Station

Gary D. Morgan 
Emergency Operations Bureau

Artie L. Mott 
Court Services West Bureau

Ricardo A. Olvera 
Facilities Services Bureau

Richard C. Roberts 
Community Colleges Bureau

Roman Rubinshteyn 
Facilities Services Bureau

Steve D. Sanchez 
Pico Rivera Station

Brian J. Schoonmaker 
Homicide Bureau

Olivia V. Sikman 
Personnel Administration

Gary R. Spencer 
Emergency Operations Bureau

Vipaphand Sucharitakul 
Medical Services Bureau

Susan M. Takeshita 
Community Colleges Bureau

Kenneth P. Talianko 
Court Services West Bureau

Larry Torres 
Transportation Bureau

Mark A. Weldon 
Technical Services Division Headquarters

Freddine Williams 
Carson Station

Antoinette M. Wilson 
Court Services East Bureau

Wayne S. Yasutake 
Facilities Services Bureau

Alexander R. Yim 
Custody Division Headquarters

David A. Zuehlsdorf 
Malibu/Lost Hills Station

Rudy Zuniga 
Facilities Services Bureau

Thank you for your many years of dedicated service to our Department.  
We wish you long life, happiness, relaxation and many years of personal fulfillment.
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By Jill Gardner
West Hollywood Station

Greetings from West Hollywood! So 
much has happened I’m not sure where 
to begin. We just returned from Las 

Vegas, where our B2V running team took third 
place in our running category, and brought 
home a mug. What a “comeback!” This year we 
started as team #107, and thanks to our runners, 
we will be team #80 next year. The runners and 
support staff were extremely motivated this year, 
as we were running in memory of Lieutenant 
Jimmy Farrell: “Jimbo Strong” forever! Our team 
captains Deputy Jason Duran, Deputy Alex Reyes 
and Lieutenant David Smith did an outstanding 
job organizing the troops. This year, our runners 
received gift bags that were generously donated 
by Pam and Gary Hilliard. Captain Honings and 
Lieutenant Smith kicked off the race by cheering 
on the runners and catching them as they came 
in. We have designated a new “team mom,” Olivia 
Gendron, who kept a watchful eye over all of us. 
I am already looking forward to next year. Way 
to go, WHD! 

A few months ago, I attended a retirement 
seminar at ALADS where our very own 
Deputy Jeff Steck was a key speaker. Following 
the seminar, I looked around the Station for 
Deputy Steck to thank him, but could not find 
him. I asked everyone where he was, and finally 

a sergeant told me he was no longer at West 
Hollywood because he was the new ALADS 
president. Congratulations, Jeff!

A group of deputies, sergeants and detectives 
at West Hollywood Station started a friendly 
weight-loss competition. The contest ends on 
April 15, 2014, so I will be announcing the 
winner and total weight loss in my next article. 
I must say it has been fun to watch these guys 

coming in early to work out and trying to 
cool off during briefing. Good luck to all the 
competitors. Keep “up” the good work, but keep 
the pounds “down.”

On March 13, 2014, a group of us attended 
LAPD Officer Nicholas Choung Lee’s funeral. 
Officer Lee was assigned to the Hollywood 
Division, who’s RD surrounds West Hollywood. 
More than 3,000 people packed into the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Angels in downtown Los 
Angeles to mourn his loss and celebrate his 
life. Chief Beck described Officer Lee as the 
“quintessential police officer” during a very 
heartfelt speech. Officer Lee’s brother, Danny, 
gave the final eulogy and brought everybody to 

their feet to clap and cheer loudly for his brother. 
The service was beautiful and well-organized, 
very fitting for a highly respected and loved man. 
RIP Officer Nicholas Choung Lee.

Congratulations are in order for Deputy 
Zenon Porsche, who was recently recognized for 
more than 30 years of dedicated service to the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department! “Z” 
was honored by Sheriff Scott for this very notable 
milestone. Congratulations to Sergeant Chris 
Tatar on his Legendary Lawman Award. Sergeant 
Tatar has 16 years (and counting) of field service 
to the citizens of Los Angeles County! 

Upcoming newsflash! Operation’s Lieutenant 
Sergio Aloma will be running in the 2014 Boston 
Marathon. Congratulations for making the cut 
— not everyone can achieve a qualifying time for 
this prestigious event. 

That’s about it for this month! Stay healthy, stay 
safe and stay tuned for next month’s article. I 
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By Ana Gamez, Ph.D.
F R O M  T H E  D O C S

LOSING A CO-WORKER TO DEATH

The Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department is one of the largest law 
enforcement organizations in the nation, 

and yet, when an employee dies, its impact can be 
felt throughout the entire organization. It is not 
uncommon to hear that this Department is big, 
yet small enough to allow us to develop strong 
bonds with the people we work with. A full-time 
employee working 30 years will spend at least 
57,600 hours at work and away from immediate 
family. This translates to spending more than 6 
1/2 years at work over a three-decade career (not 
including overtime and commute time). 

We spend a significant proportion of time away 
from our families, including spouses, children and 
personal friends. For many employees, co-workers 
become a form of extended family. At work, we get 
to share the times when our partners are happy, sad 
or have special events occurring such as birthdays, 
marriages, birth of children or grandchildren. 

In police and public safety positions, bonds can 
intensify from watching out for one another in 
dangerous situations. The bonds developed within 
the workplace can be long-lasting and emotionally 
powerful. So when we lose a co-worker through 
death, it can be challenging because of these closely 
formed connections. The most common reaction 
when someone we care for dies is grief. Common 
grief reactions include denial and isolation, anger, 
bargaining, depression and acceptance (Kübler-
Ross, 1973). 

When someone we work with dies, it is not 
uncommon to be in denial and shock about the 

situation, which may be followed by anger that 
our co-worker is no longer with us. It is normal 
for individuals to feel helpless, at a loss, or to 
experience a sense of not being in control of the 
situation. Hence, it is not uncommon for the 
thoughts of “If only I could have done _____, he/
she would still be alive.” Feelings of sadness are 
normal when a loss occurs and is very much a part 
of the mourning process. The final stage of grief 
and loss is acceptance of the loss. 

In addition to the emotional reactions, such 
as depression and anxiety, that can accompany 
grief, some individuals can also experience a 
loss of appetite, problems with sleep and other 
health issues associated with the stress of losing 
someone. Loss can be a challenging experience 
for most people, including supervisors. The death 
of a co-worker can trigger our own fears about 
death or the fear of losing someone close to us. In 
some cases, the death of a co-worker triggers the 
recall of all our personal losses (e.g., other deaths, 
relationship breakups, etc.). This remembrance 
can trigger sadness and a strong emotional 
reaction because when we are grieving, our brains 
tend to remember other sad moments in our lives 
that compound our experience. These reactions 
are normal human reactions and generally tend to 
be short-term. 

Of course, there are many ways of handling 
grief. Some of these approaches are healthy, 
whereas others are unhealthy. Unhealthy ways of 
coping with loss include drinking alcohol, using 
illicit drugs or abusing medication; overeating 

or not eating at all; and/or losing your temper, 
reckless risk-taking or sinking into a depression 
and not getting help. However, there are many 
healthy behaviors that you can do to help you 
recover from the impact of a loss. Social support 
from family, friends and co-workers is important. 
Also, remember that grieving is a process that 
takes time and impacts people differently. Be kind 
and patient with yourself. Grieving timelines vary, 
depending on the nature of the relationship with 
the deceased individual and on the willingness 
of the person to go through the grieving process. 
While grief is normal, sometimes it is helpful to 
seek the assistance of a psychologist for supportive 
counseling if you are having a difficult time with 
the loss. Employee Support Services Bureau 
has law enforcement psychologists who can 
assist Department employees and their families 
in dealing with loss. If you are interested in 
counseling services and would like to consult with 
one of the docs, please contact us at (213) 738-3500 
to schedule an appointment. Your appointments 
and consultations will be confidential. To obtain 
additional information, you may visit our intranet 
site (http://intranet/intranet/ESS/Index.htm). I

References 
Kübler-Ross (1969), On Death and Dying,  
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Personal Responses, Helsinki, Finland: Poliisin, 
Oppikirjasarja. 

By Mike Rodi

Hello again, everybody. I hope everyone is 
doing well.

We just completed our three-day 
Peer Support certification meeting on March 4, 
5 and 6. We had three participating agencies join 
us: Beverly Hills P.D., DCFS and Ventura County 
Sheriff ’s Department. It was an outstanding class, 

and I would like to welcome them aboard the Peer 
Support team.

ESSB is looking forward to our first Peer 
Support training of the year in early May. I will 
be sending out emails soon with the location and 
date. 

If you are a Peer Support member and feel 

there is a hot topic or an area that you would like 
discussed at our May training, please let me know. 
I will do what I can to research it and maybe get 
some training for us. 

That is it for now. Be safe out there and remember 
to take care of yourself, not only physically, but 
mentally and emotionally as well.  I
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B2V TEAM 21!

Huge congratulations goes out to our North/
South Baker to Vegas Team — 21st place overall 
and fourth in the Invitational Division … wow! 
Our team had a finishing time of 15:10:57, which 
was 27 minutes better than last year! That’s a fine 
improvement there, runners!  

GOING 10-8
We want to wish the best to our newest 

deputies who have finally had their numbers 
come up to go out to Patrol.

Deputy Gregory Schaefer is going to Century 
Station and Deputy Jason Kiger is going to 
Palmdale Station.

Stay safe, brothers!

FACELIFT
A huge thanks goes out to Deputy Maria 

Martel and Custody Assistant Richard Jewett 
III! All four modules have had landscaping 

improvements to their entrances. They are 
looking great! 

MOVING IN
The modules all have spare rooms in the 

back. They are being made into offices for senior 
deputies. While they have no windows and feel 
similar to an E-row cell, it is good for us to have 
a shorter ETA to the modules and to be more 
accessible for deputies when needed. I have been 
given Module 1, Senior Deputy Jeffrey York has 
Module 2, Senior Deputy Timothy Langdon has 
Module 3 and Senior Deputy Joseph Tharpe has 
Module 4. Maybe we can look into skylights being 
installed … what do you think, guys?

SO KOI
We can finally see our lil’ fishies! We have placed 

lily pads (some have begun to bloom) to help clean 
up the fungus. It’s getting there. It’s nice to see 

employees helping out and doing what they can to 
keep our facility looking its best.

WELCOME
We want to welcome our newest additions to 

the PDC North Facility family. Congratulations 
Class #398: Deputy Jonathan Diaz, Deputy David 
Flores, Deputy Alesha Gonzalez, Deputy Jonathan 
Hensley, Deputy Taylor Landgren, Deputy 
Jose Martel, Deputy Thomas Maxwell, Deputy 
Christian Morales, Deputy Salvador Moreno 
IV, Deputy Richard Murray, Deputy Shawnee 
Ratcliff, Deputy Natacia Roberts, Deputy Kyle 
Steffes and Deputy Larry Terrell Jr.

We also extend the welcome to our new 
custody assistants: Officer David Delgado, Officer 
Silvano Gonzalez, Officer Cody Goree, Officer 
Trevor Moore and Officer Sheila Wilson.

FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK
We have to say goodbye to our training officer 

Deputy Juan Calderon. He has promoted to the 
supervisory role of senior deputy at Twin Towers. 
Best of luck to you, Sir. (Yes, get used to the 
word.) Our Custody Assistant Officer Raul Osuna 
has been selected to be the jailer at Santa Clarita 
Station. That’s a great Station, Raul … have fun 
and say hello to everyone for me! 

That’s all for now! I 

By Kathryn Gurrola
Pitchess Detention Center, North Facility

Greetings from the Ranch of L.A. County!

I IN MEMORIAM I
ALEXANDER T. BEJARANO	 RETIRED 10-02-80, DECEASED 03-14-14	 DEPUTY/ELA

PATRICIA G. BICKLEY-JONES	 ACTIVE, DECEASED 03-25-14	 CUSTODY RECORDS CLERK/IRC

LAWRENCE H. LAWTON	 RETIRED 02-04-81, DECEASED 03-23-14	 DEPUTY/NARCOTICS BUREAU

ROBERT W. LEVINGSTON	 RETIRED 07-12-99, DECEASED 03-04-14	 SERGEANT/SHERIFF’S HQ BUREAU

LEONARD H. MCBRIDE JR.	 RETIRED 03-01-88, DECEASED 03-11-14	 SERGEANT/ ELA	

DUANE P. RASURE	 RETIRED 05-09-85, DECEASED 03-17-14	 SERGEANT/HOMICIDE BUREAU

DON D. SIMPSON	 RETIRED 10-05-76, DECEASED 03-21-14	 SERGEANT/DET. CAMP 15

LEO VAN GORKUM	 RETIRED 05-01-76, DECEASED 12-23-13	 NURSE I/MCJ

BENNY M. WOODARD	 RETIRED 03-01-76, DECEASED 11-13-13	 LIEUTENANT/MCJ

DOLORES PEREZ, WIFE OF RETIRED MEMBER JAMES R. PEREZ, DECEASED 03-09-14

MAUREEN ALFONSO, WIFE OF ACTIVE MEMBER EDWARD V. ALFONSO, DECEASED 02-24-14	

PATRICIA WITT, WIFE OF RETIRED MEMBER BRENT A. WITT, DECEASED 03-14-14

JULIE REICHMANN, WIFE OF ACTIVE MEMBER MATTHEW W. REICHMANN, DECEASED 03-14-14
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CRDF is defying imagination and 
stereotypes again with its “out of the 
box” thinking and creative energy, 

making a fun, exciting and educational work 
environment, promoting employee cohesiveness 
and collaboration amongst peers for the overall 
good of the Sheriff ’s Department and the people 
we serve.

WE WILL MISS YOU
CRDF is saying goodbye to Officer Ladona 

Shackelford and Officer Sharone Harbin to Court 
Services Bureau. We will miss you both and wish 
you the best of luck in your new adventures. 
Sergeant Michael Shaw is transferring to EBI, 
which is a huge loss for CRDF. We are sorry to 
see you go, but happy you are pursuing your 
professional goals.

CLEAN, CLEAN, CLEAN
There is no excuse for you to have a shabby 

uniform now that Senior Deputy Kellee Hicks has 
implemented the new CRDF uniform cleaning 
service. Every Monday and Sunday you can pick 
up and drop off your dirty uniforms and trade 
them in for clean ones without having the stress 
of going to the cleaners! Thanks, Senior, for your 
out-of-the-box thinking!

RUN, CRDF, RUN!
CRDF had another fun B2V race this year. 

Captain Joseph Nuñez would like you to join 
him in congratulating this year’s CRDF Baker 
to Vegas team for participating and competing 
in the grueling race. The team was composed 
of runners, alternate runners and support team 
members from CRDF. “Their teamwork and 
camaraderie is worthy of praise. Thank you, 
team, for representing CRDF and making this a 
successful event,” said Captain Nuñez.

A very special thanks goes out to Officer Frank 
Genovese, Deputy Cristina Pernas-Ortiz and 
Deputy Veronica Cuevas for making this team 
possible. We know it’s a mission and you all do 
it well. 

PATROL SCHOOL
CRDF congratulates Laura Morales, Clarissa 

Prentice, Erin Liu, Amie Speers, Mark Farino, 

By Andrea Arroyo and Jenna Underwood Nunez
Century Regional Detention Facility

continued on page 21
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Adam Villalobos and Albert Murad on their 
transfers to Patrol Class #236. Their patrol school 
is scheduled for March 24, 2014, through April 4, 
2014. We know you will all do amazing! Make us 
proud out there and always be safe.

CUDDLY CRDF 
CRDF Visiting worked very hard to make a new 

“safe kid zone” for the little visitors coming into 
CRDF to visit their family members. The Visiting 
team hopes the new children’s play and education 
area will give children a sense of comfort in these 
trying times in their lives. We may not agree with 
what brought the children to Visiting, but we can 

all agree it’s not their fault. This area will give them 
time to play, learn and let loose a bit while they are 
waiting for their visits. At CRDF, we believe we are 
“facilitating visits and bringing families together one 
visit at a time.”

As always, CRDF believes in “Excellence 
Through People” like all of you. Stay safe and 
enjoy this amazing California weather. I 

The Chaplain’s Notebook By Chaplain Terry L. Harrison
Lancaster Station 

In a culture where “the individual is king” and 
where permissiveness and self-indulgence 
are the norm, we don’t hear much about 

character or character development. Yet for 
those in law enforcement, having good character 
is essential.

Someone once described the difference 
between character and reputation as the 
difference between a tree and the tree’s shadow. 
Depending on where the sun is, the shadow will 
be long or short, but the tree always stays the 
same. Our reputations are the shadow that is 
created from a person’s perspective of us. From 
where he’s standing, a person may see us as good 
or bad, or as normal or flawed. The thing to 
remember is that most of the time the reputation 
we have with others is largely based on their own 
beliefs, biases or prejudices. But that doesn’t 
mean their perspective is who we really are.

Reputations can be easily ruined. In law 
enforcement, we see too many examples of the 
one bad apple that spoils the barrel. One deputy 
who breaks the law or who momentarily loses 
control and acts rashly can tarnish the public 
image of all the other deputies he serves with. 
Did all his fellow deputies do what he did? No. 
Do they deserve condemnation for what he 
did? No. But it happens anyway. It makes law 

enforcement just that much more difficult.
Character, on the other hand, is who we 

are. Character is our internal nature that 
serves to govern our activities and attitudes. It 
encompasses our moral disposition, our values 
and our behavior. Our character has been shaped 
by all our past experiences and continues to be 
shaped as we mature, learn and experience more 
things. It was shaped by our upbringing: the 
attitudes, behavior and values of our parents; the 
community we grew up in; the religious beliefs 
we were taught and even the friends we had. It 
was shaped by our education, and for deputies, 
that includes Academy training where you 
were pushed to perform and do more than you 
thought you could. It continues to be shaped by 
the career we chose. Deputies see the very best 
in human behavior and also see the very worst. 
What we see leaves a mark on our character.

Another very important thing that shapes 
our character is our own choices. We have this 
amazing power to choose to be better people, to 
choose to strive for higher ideals and to choose 
our own attitudes. That takes conscious thought 
and commitment, and it’s not always easy. As a 
matter of fact, sometimes it’s very hard.

The culture of law enforcement depends on 
loyalty and trust. Deputies count on the support 

of their comrades, especially when a situation 
becomes very dangerous, very fast. That 
camaraderie goes beyond the squad room and 
the patrol car; it spills over into social functions 
and other off-duty activities. Peace officers don’t 
just work together, they play together, too.

Another side of this culture is the necessary 
mentality of being the solver of other people’s 
problems. Whether it’s the proverbial cat stuck 
up a tree or an armed robbery, people call law 
enforcement for a solution.

The problem — one that brings character 
to the forefront immediately — is when one or 
both of these aspects of law enforcement culture 
get twisted or distorted; when the demands 
for loyalty and trust get pushed beyond proper 
boundaries or when solving other people’s 
problems causes us to ignore our own. Finding 
the strength of character to stand up, and 
maybe stand alone, is where our commitment to 
having good character is tested. Remember, our 
reputation can change at the drop of a hat, but 
our character is something we have to live with 
because it’s who we are.

How can I contact a chaplain? Chaplains 
are available at their units of assignment, or by 
calling the Employee Support Services Bureau at 
(213) 738-3500.I 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHARACTER

Century Regional Detention Facility  continued from page 20
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Greetings to all. Since we last spoke, many 
things have changed here at Parks Bureau. 
Stephen Smith, formerly captain of Parks 

Bureau, is now commander of Detective Division. 
Commander Smith began the Bureau when the 
Office of Public Safety was dissolved in December 
2009. He recruited many of us to transfer here and 
be on the transition team to work for him. It was 
an interesting ride working for someone I referred 

to as a chess player who was always thinking six 
moves ahead. It all started in a small office tucked 
away inside Pitchess Detention Center, where 
our Detective Bureau is now located. Sometimes 
Commander Smith would arrive in the morning and 
announce, “We’re going for a walk.” This was non-
negotiable! Former Operations Lieutenant Maria 
Gutierrez (now captain at Courts) would attest that 
no matter how much work she had, she was going 
for a walk. He liked walking because he could speak 
to each one of us without the distractions of the 
computer or phones. I’m just glad that Lieutenant 
Ruble wasn’t our Operations lieutenant at the time 
or our leisurely walk would’ve turned into some type 
of a triathlete workout, but I digress. Commander 
Smith was very innovative in his approach to our 
Bureau and definitely kept us hopping here at the 
Bowl trying to keep up. 
We could not be happier 
for him, but know that 
he will surely be missed. 

So as Commander 
Smith exits, we welcome 
Captain Holly Perez to 
this interesting land of 
Parks Bureau. She is 
finding out that we are a 
unique group, and with 
her love of horses, she 
will fit right in. 

We just finished our 

third attempt in the annual Baker to Vegas run. Our 
team captains, Dan Whitten and Ken Kuchenbrod, 
had us ready for any and all contingencies. Ken had 
numerous people trying out for the job of carrying 
him back to his room in case he was unable to make 
it on his own for some unforeseen reason (it is Vegas 
and all). We wound up finishing with our best time 
thus far, but still shy of mug contention. This year, 
like every year, had its share of difficult moments. I 
was the driver for the follow vehicle for the first five 
legs, and our yellow amber rotating lights had to be 
hard-wired to the battery and placed on top of the 
van. My instructions from Dan were, “It’s going to 
spark, so don’t be a little B.” To which I responded, 
“Got it Dan, I’ll do my best.” I hooked up the light 
and it began functioning properly and passed 
inspection as did the rest of the van. My co-pilots 
this year were none other than Jim Blankenship 
and Steve Vaughan, the alternate runner. Off 
we went and all was functioning smoothly until 
tragedy struck during leg two. The race safety folks, 
otherwise known as “Motorcycle Nazis,” informed 
us that our amber lights were not working. I could 
say more about this group of angry retired motor 
cops, but the Christian in me tells me, “No, let it go.” 

We stopped at the runner exchange, but the 
connection looked good so we continued on. We 
attempted to contact the command post, but a lack 
of cell reception stopped that! Our vigorous attempts 
to flag down our team members, Trish Helfend and 
Amanda Kehoe, to get a message to our crack staff 
to repair the problem resulted in very friendly waves 
back but nothing more. Tenant Vaughan was able 
to get a text message out to the command post, but 
we were unsure if the text actually made it back to 
them. At one point, seemingly with some divine 
intervention, we started receiving text messages 
telling us to go to the backup lights stored in the 
van. We had three and none of them worked. At 
this point, Lieutenant Vaughan said that he now 
knows what the crew of Apollo 13 felt like. He knew 
that Josh Escobedo was at the command post in a 
complete mockup of the rental van we were in, much 
like Gordon Cooper did for the crew of Apollo 13, 
trying to replicate the problem and come up with 
a solution. Seemed a little dramatic but I went with 
it. We took matters into our own hands and formed 
a plan. After the runner exchange at leg five, we 
would exit the van, and with the skilled precision of 
a NASCAR pit crew, fix the problem. After notifying 
the runner, Don Rubio, of the situation, we quickly 
exited the vehicle. I’m not sure what those guys were 

doing, but I was able to disconnect the hard-wire 
without being a “little B” and reconnect. We were 
back in business! 

The light continued to work throughout the race, 
but met its demise on the way back to the hotel. You 
see, it’s designed to stay on top of the vehicle during 
the run, where you proceed at very slow speeds. No 
one informed Boris Nikolof that he could not drive 
on the freeway with it still on top of the van. So much 
for that light, I’m just glad it wasn’t me this time! 

Baseball season has arrived and the South zone 
folks got to meet with an up-and-coming superstar. 
They were down at Jesse Owens Park, where about 
15 players from the Los Angeles Dodgers were 
putting on a clinic for about 100 kids ages 5-15. I’m 
just wondering why no one called me and if Sergeant 
Derrick Thompson’s watch was worth more than 
Yasiel Puig’s.

Finally, the children from the Be BRAVE 
program helped Annie Walters celebrate her 29th 
birthday. We heard that little children at the party 
were a little upset. Shelley Deleon won the pin-the-
tail-on-the-donkey game, but what really upset 
them was the vigorous manner in which Max 
Fernandez scooped up the candy when he broke the 
piñata. Wait a minute, Annie’s 29?

Until next time, enjoy a day at the park. I 

By Johnie Jones
Parks Bureau
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Greetings from Sleepy Hollow!
It’s hard to believe we are already 

heading into the month of May and 
Summer is just around the corner. Cerritos Station 
combined with Lomita Station for this year’s Baker 
to Vegas run. Our team did very well and exceeded 
expectations, finishing in 18 hours and 41 minutes. 
Congratulations and thanks to the runners, support 
personnel and the members of Team Cerritos who 
stayed behind to mind the store. A special thanks 
to Leslie Gutierrez, who organized the support 

personnel and to our Station volunteers who helped 
make the run possible. Captain Swensson ran the 
final leg and was described by celebrity announcer 
Pete Demetriou as having “long and deliberate 
strides” as he reached the finish line. 

Seems like California has been doing some 
rocking and rolling at the end of March with all the 
earthquakes and aftershocks we have been having. 
For those who were working, the shaking rattled 
some nerves. Just ask LET Barbara Vague, who was 
working the desk on March 28 when the 5.1 quake 
hit in La Habra. As soon as the building started to 
shake, Barb ran for the door so quickly, she ran out 
of her shoes. Sergeant Rick Vargas said he has never 
seen anything like it before. Hopefully everyone is 
prepared at home and work in case the “BIG” one 
hits, including having a spare pair of shoes around.

Hopefully everyone had a great Easter and 
enjoyed time with family and friends. As we roll into 
May, it is always a special time of year to reflect on 
our jobs and remember our brothers and sisters who 
sacrificed their lives over the years. Many memorial 
services will take place and we will take a moment 
to remember friends, partners, brothers and sisters 

of law enforcement, along with all of us who are still 
out there continuing to do our jobs. Remember, we 
go home every night and hug our No. 1 fans. 

Memorial Day is also a day we remember our 
veterans from all Armed Forces who lost their lives, 
have served and continue to serve today. For me, 
it has brought on more of a special meaning this 
year. Over the past year, several of our Department 
members have sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, 
nieces, nephews and cousins join one of the Armed 
Forces to so proudly serve our country. Sergeant 
Keith Kanouse and I are proud parents of United 
States Marines. PFC Alex Kanouse graduated 
January 24, 2014, and is currently waiting at the 
Naval Air Station in Meridian, Mississippi, to attend 
his MOS school. My son, PFC Michael Belmares, 
graduated December 13, 2013, and is currently at 
Camp Johnson, North Carolina, waiting to start his 
MOS school. Congratulations to all new members 
of the Army, Air Force, Navy and Marines! 

Thank you to all who served and continue to serve 
our country!

Until next month, enjoy the start of barbecue 
season and stay safe out there! I 

Sponsored by the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Athletic Association (LASAA)

A, B, C, D and Novice Divisions
— Singles and Doubles —

You are a novice if you are new to the sport and have not played in a tournament.

Free entry for all LASAA members. Non-LASAA participants pay $30 entry.  
The entry deadline is May 23, 2014.

Register online at www.LASAA.org.

For more info, email RJCosta@LASD.org.

2014 Summer Slam 
RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT

The Meridian Club	
1535 Deerpark Drive
Fullerton, CA 92831

June 5, 2014
0800 to 1700 hours

By Judy Leyn
Cerritos Station
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STRAIGHT UP

Iwrite this entry of “Straight Up” after having 
read the personal account of an officer with 
the Green Bay (Wisconsin) P.D. who lost his 

daughter to a drunk driver. His story was featured 
in the e-zine PoliceOne.com (1/24/14 issue). It 
moved me emotionally as it did many other cops in 
reading the comments thread that followed. I agreed 
with many of the contributors who wrote that they 
read the story through misty or watery eyes. Mike, 
the officer/dad, related that a few years ago, as his 
shift was winding down to eventually ending at 
2300 hours, a message appeared on his MDC. The 
message was about a double fatal TC that occurred 
in a neighboring community. While he did not 
mention it, I assume a link to images was included, 
as the message advised viewers to “take a look.” Mike 
didn’t look at the images and ended his shift.

At home, a little before midnight, the doorbell 
rang. His 18-year-old daughter had graduated 10 
days earlier and had been out with friends that night. 
He thought it was her, too lazy to use her key, and 

went to the door. Instead of seeing her through the 
window next to the door, a sheriff’s department 
shoulder patch was framed. Upon opening the door, 
the deputy asked, “Mike, do you have a daughter 

named Ashley?” Then he 
thought of the message 
about the fatal TC. 
Without answering, he 
asked if she was dead, and 
after this was confirmed, 
knew he had to tell his 
wife. Mike woke her up 
and said Ashley had been 
in an accident and was at 
the hospital,  but when 
she saw the deputies 
at the house, she knew 
differently.

A drunk driver had 
killed their daughter and 
her girlfriend, Talia. A 
46-year-old woman in 
her Porsche Boxster was 
racing another car; her 
estimated speed prior 
to impact was 80-plus 
mph. She never slowed 
down for the red light 
she blew through. Her 
car, penetrating the girls’ 
Buick, wrapped around 
theirs, killing them, but 
she survived. Strange 
how that seems to 

happen all too often, eh? She was charged with five 
counts, including homicide while intoxicated. She 
fought it, going to a jury trial, and lost — ending 
with a sentence of 80 years. Justice was done but it 
didn’t bring back Ashley or Talia. Mike only had 
three days of bereavement time, but his fellow 
officers worked his shifts for him for 30 days. He 
saw a psychologist and told her he didn’t think 
he could be a cop anymore. She told him that a 
psychiatric disability was a possibility, but what 
would his daughter want him to do? He’s still a cop 
in Green Bay, which answers that question.

This story is heartbreaking, but unfortunately 
there are many stories that are similar. Maybe 
this one is a little bit special because it happened 
to a member of the “family”? I can remember 
when my two daughters were similarly aged, 
and how I worried about them being out 
with friends, knowing how things can get out 
of control in a second. They were fortunate 
because nothing bad happened. Of course, even 
though they are 30 and 28 now, I still think good 
thoughts for them daily. 

What would you do if you got such news? 
How would you cope with the job or even life? 
What would you do if you were the driver of that 
Porsche? Every time one of our folks gets popped 
for a deuce, it’s a roll of the dice. Why chance it? 
Make plans to get home if you’re going to go out 
drinking and stick to them. Better yet, stay at 
home or make some other arrangements to stay 
off the streets. Right down the road and around 
the next corner could be two girls in a car just out 
for the night. Be seeing you. I

Peace Officer’s Fellowship

 

	 NAME	 HOME PHONE	      CELL PHONE	 WORK PHONE	

Eric Castano*	 (562) 493-5465	       (323) 537-0927

Joe Collins	 (320) 684-4008 	       (909) 240-0509

Chris Loomis	 (626) 447-9011	       (626) 230-3137

Bob Ghan		        (714) 916-3299

Ray Terhorst 	 (505) 705-5656

John Heckman	 (661) 272-5756

Marty Weirich	 (360) 570-1216

John Valencia	 (909) 599-1160	       (951) 316-3633

Kathy King		        (714) 323-8600

These people have agreed to give up their anonymity so that others who are in need of help can find the 
POF. Don’t worry about bothering us; helping those with drinking issues is one of the ways we stay sober.

By Chris Minor

Golf Classic 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  CONTACT:

DEP. BUGARIN  E:MSBUGARI@�SD.ORG  OR  SGT. DIVIAK  E: AMDIVIAK@�SD.ORG

w w w. E � G o l f C l a s s i c 2 0 1 4 . c o m

REGISTRATION DEADLINE  MAY 15 TH, 2014

Breakfast And Refreshments
Before TEE OFF!!!

CALIFORNIA COUNTRY CLUB 
1509 S. WORKMAN MILL ROAD, WHITTIER, CA

May 29th, 2014
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Hello everyone,.
Greetings from the foothills of Altadena. 
As we make our way through the first 

quarter of 2014, Spring is upon us, and with 
Spring comes another Baker to Vegas Challenge 
Cup Relay Race. This year’s Altadena/Crescenta 
Valley team did excellent despite a couple of 
issues, but as the saying goes, “The cream will 
always rise to the top!” A big thank-you goes out 
to all who ran and provided support for the team. 
A good time was had by all in Vegas, and we all 
made it home safe! 

The Altadena Station Detective Bureau has 
been very busy lately. D.B. recently had a change 

at the top. Their new boss, Lieutenant Brian 
Fitch, replaced Lieutenant Eric Lasko, who is 
now working at Headquarters. Congratulations 
to each of you on your new assignment. A very 
important part of Detective Bureau that rarely 
receives attention is the personnel who assist 
the detectives and Station deputies by keeping 
them informed of crime trends and other vital 
components of crime-fighting importance. 
Altadena Station would like to say thank you to 
Crime Analyst Virginia Bustos, Sheriff ’s Station 
Clerk II Keisha Simmons and Sheriff ’s Station 
Clerk I Di (Irene) Zhang for their hard work and 
dedication to the team. Ladies, what you do does 
not go unnoticed! 

Mentioning our fine Detective Bureau leads 
me into acknowledging the deputies in the field 
who feed Detective Bureau good solid arrests to 
present to the D.A. These guys and gals go 10-8 
every day doing the “dirty work” that makes us 
look good as a Station. Once again, the Hook 
of the Month is awarded to Deputy “Ted” 
Abdulfattah. From initiating the traffic stop and 
locating two laptop computers in a vehicle that 
were later proven to be stolen out of Pasadena, 
to ensuring things are done right by assisting 
personnel because you are the handling deputy 
on an investigation, Sir, we thank you for your 
hard work and attention to detail!

Till next time! I 

By Matthew Bossier
Altadena Station

Sheriffs’ Relief members can purchase 
discount tickets on our website.AVAILABLE 

NOW!
Go to www.sheriffsrelief.org. 
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AMC (unrestricted)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $8.00 ................................ $11.00-$13.50 depending on location

BOOMERS IRVINE .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $19.99 All day unlimited attractions* 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       $0.99 processing fee per transaction

DISCOVERY SCIENCE CENTER  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               $12.00/$10.00*........................................................ $15.95/$12.95 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       (children 3-11) 

DISNEY 1 DAY 1 PARK  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     $88.32/$82.56 (available online)*.......................... $92.00/$86.00 
Ticket good thru 12/31/2014 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    (Children 3-9) 

DISNEY 1 DAY 2 PARK HOPPER .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               $125.36/$119.87 (available online)*.................. $137.00/$131.00 
Good thru 12/31/14 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . (Children 3-9)

HURRICANE HARBOR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    $24.99*.................................................................... $39.99/$31.99 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       (Children under 3 free)  
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . *8.99 processing fee per transaction

KNOTT’S BERRY FARM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    $35.00/$27.00 ........................................................ $62.00/$33.00 
  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $32.00/$26.00 (available online)* 
Good thru 12/31/14 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . (Children 3-11; Senior 62)

LEGOLAND-Free 2nd Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   $67.00/62.00*................................... $85.00/$75.00  (1 day ticket) 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       2nd Day Free must be used w/in 90 days of 1st visit/use 

LEGOLAND HOPPER-Free 2nd Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             $72.00/67.00*..................................$107.00/$97.00 (1 day ticket) 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       2nd Day Free—all visits must be used by expiration date

LONG BEACH AQUARIUM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  $18.95/$11.95 ........................................................ $28.95/$14.95  
  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $17.95/$10.95 (available online)* 
Good thru 11/30/2014 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       (Children 3-11) 

MAGIC MOUNTAIN  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $37.99*................................................................................ $64.99  
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       $8.99 processing fee per transaction

MEDIEVAL TIMES .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       $38.97/$27.71*........................................................ $59.95/$36.95 
  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . (Children 12 and under)  
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       $4 processing fee per transaction

RAGING WATERS–San Dimas .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                $38.99/$26.99*...............................................................................  
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (Children under 48”; Senior 60+) $1.25 processing fee per TICKET

REGAL/EDWARDS (unrestricted) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              $8.00 ................................ $11.00-$13.50 depending on location

SEAWORLD-Single Day .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     $59.00/$59.00 ........................................................ $84.00/$78.00 
  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $76.00/$70.00 (available online)* 
Good thru 11/12/14 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . (Children 3-9) 

SEAWORLD-Fun Card  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $66.00/$66.00......................................................... $84.00/$78.00 
  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $78.00/$78.00 (available online)*  
Good thru 12/31/14 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . (Children 3-9) 

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     $75 3-Day pass*.................................................................. $84.00  
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       $84 Buy a Day, Get 2014 Free*

IMPORTANT: PAYMENT-CASH OR CHECK ONLY IN OUR OFFICE (CHECK PAYMENT LIMIT=$750.00). TICKETS LIMIT=10 PER ATTRACTION 
PER MONTH (EXCEPT FOR DISNEYLAND TICKETS, LIMIT IS ONLY 8) PER MEMBER. IF MEMBER IS HAVING SOMEONE OTHER THAN 
SPOUSE PICK UP TICKETS, ONLY THE MEMBER’S PERSONAL CHECK WITH EMPLOYEE # WRITTEN ON THE SAME CHECK IS ACCEPTED 
FOR PAYMENT. PLEASE READ AND CHECK INSTRUCTIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON THE BACK OF EACH TICKET BEFORE LEAVING THE 
TICKET COUNTER. ALL SALES ARE FINAL. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. ONLINE PRICING* MAY DIFFER FROM 
IN-OFFICE PRICING.

*ADDITIONAL SERVICE CHARGES MAY APPLY. PLEASE SEE INDIVIDUAL WEBSITES FOR DETAILS.  

REVISED 4/8/2014

ATTRACTION	 SRA PRICE	 REG. PRICE
	 Adult/Child	 Adult/Child

Sheriffs’ Relief Association 
SRA: (800) 544-4772/(562) 946-7081, Emporium II: (562) 946-7271, Emporium III: (661) 295-8030  

2014 Tickets Available & Sold To Members Only

BUY TICKETS ONLINE!
Select tickets available for purchase with a credit card through our website at   

www.sheriffsrelief.org 
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Star News 10/1

BETTER VISION AT ANY AGE

Rajesh Khanna M.D.
Choice of cops, detectives, doctors and celebrities like 
Brenda Song (The Social Network), Judi Shekoni (Breaking  
Dawn), Kevin Sorbo (Hercules), Butch Patrick (Munsters)

City Attorney,
former Detective

My implants are better than anyone else’s! 
Thank you Dr. Khanna for restoring my vision.

Please call 1-800-732-5362, mention my 
name and get your complimentary 
copy of the best-selling book The 
Miracle of Pi in Eye.   — Michael            

www.Piineye.com

IMPROVE YOUR VISION
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE!

Sheriff’s Care Package  CALL NOW!

AMERISIGHT   INSTITUTE

Free Consultations • Financing Available

14914 Sherman Way • Van Nuys, California 91405

888-999-4202
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llam@socalpenske.com
www.pensketoyotadowney.com

SPECIAL PRICING
TO ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT

AND THEIR FAMILIES

ASK
FOR FLAVIO VILLASENOR

2850 HARBOR BLVD. COSTA MESA

8
/1

3

(888) 266-1789CHEVROLET CARS
TRUCKS • VANS • SUVs

WE WILL BUY YOUR CAR
PAID FOR OR NOT

www.connellnissan.com

CONNELL
NISSAN

AUTOMOTIVE DIRECTORY
May 2014

CA Superstores  
Valencia 

Brent Zega 
(661) 259-8770 

John Rodis 
(661) 219-0589

Chevrolet of  
Montebello 

Ed Engle 
(714) 814-0256

Connell Chevrolet 
Eddie Cuadra 
Joey Cuadra 

Andy McNally 
(866) 511-3917

Connell Nissan 
Flavio Villasenor 
(888) 266-1789

Galpin Motors 
Terry Miller 

(818) 787-3800 
(800) GO-GALPIN

Hamer Toyota 
Steve Denson  

(855) 592-7097

Martin Chevrolet 
(310) 378-0211

Norm Reeves Honda 
Louis Mesquita 
(626) 756-3846 
(909) 228-9916

Penske Toyota 
Shane Burson 

Linh Lam 
(562) 904-5686

Quality Toyota 
Barbara Marino 
(800) 376-8099

Rydell Automotive Group 
Vicki Marasco 

(818) 832-1610

Toyota Hyundai  
of Glendora 

Lowell Hornung 
(800) 986-9682 x220 

(909) 305-2000

Tustin Lexus 
Bob Berardi 

(714) 916-4878
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Do You Enjoy...Saving Money
 Rebates
 Incentives
 No Hassle
 No Haggle 

Let Us Take Care of  You- Family-Friends.
Customer Service... #1. Quality, experience ...#1.

CALL 800-376-8099

1685 W. 6th St
Corona, CA 92882

New/Used
Pre-Owned

All makes/models

Barbara Marino
Fleet & Internet Director
951-898-2267 (fax)

10% 
Service / Parts

Discounts
to all LASD

Active & retired
family members

TOYOTA / SCION

Fleet Sales & Leasing Manager
Serving the Community For Over 30 Years

Direct Line: 626.756.3846
Cell: 909.228.9916

Lmesquita@normreeveswc.com
normreeveswc.com
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FWY @ AZUSA EXIT 10

Please Contact:
Louis Mesquita

1840 East Garvey Ave. South • West Covina, CA 91791

• Seven acres of cars, 
 trucks and SUVs
• Thirty full-service bays 
• Four express bays to get 
 you in and out fast

• WiFi & Big Screen TVs
• 10% off all Genuine 
 Honda Accessories
• 10,000 square foot 
 Parts Department

Appreciation Discount For All Sheriffs Personnel And Family Members
• College Graduate Programs
• Hassle Free Buying 
• All Credit Unions Accepted
• No Credit or Bad Credit? Ask About 
 Our First Time Buyer Program

• Serving the Community for 
 Over 30 Years
• Special APR Programs On
 Select Models
• Lease To Own Programs

• Price Protection Guarantee: If you
 can find the same new Honda for
 less  within 5 days, Norm Reeves will 
 pay you the difference or buy your 
 vehicle back. 

34

34

www.911MEDIA.comwww.911MEDIA.com

Call Today!

Get the word out!

(818) 848-6397

Attention
Advertisers!

Advertise in Star News!

911MEDIA® is a division of Trade News International, Inc.



 

 

www.myunion.edu 
UI&U does not discriminate in its policies or procedures and conforms with federal non-discriminatory regulations. 

Is offering an accelerated Bachelor of Science Degree in 
In Association with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE MANAGEMENT 

 

 

Classes meet Saturday mornings at the LASD S.T.A.R.S. Center located at: 
11515 Colima Road, Whittier, CA 90604 

 $3,000 discount for the first (30) units you take in the program at an on-site                
location. 

 32 Semester Credits for Basic P.O.S.T. Certificate; up to 28 semester credits for       
additional training. 

 AA or AS degree from a regionally accredited college satisfies all general education                   
requirements. 

 Financial Aid available for those who qualify. 

 Eight week sessions which meet five out of eight weeks; possible for many to        
graduate in as little as 4 eight-week sessions. 

 Member of Post 9/11 G.I. Bill and the Yellow Ribbon program. 

 Service members in the Reserves or National Guard receive reduced tuition.  

 Courses taught by experienced professionals in the field. 

 Free Transfer Assessment. 

 UI&U is fully accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and a member of the 
North Central Association (www.ncahlc.org, 800.621.7440). 

 Affiliated with the following Law Enforcement Agencies: Alameda SO, Brea PD, 
Fresno SO, Glendale PD, Kern County SO, Kings County SO, Los Angeles PD/Davis 
Training Ctr., Los Angeles SD/S.T.A.R.S. Ctr., Los Angeles Center/South Bay,      
Orange County SO, Placer County SO, Rancho Cordova PD, Riverside SO, San       
Bernardino SD, San Diego SO, San Mateo SO, Sonoma SO, Stanislaus SD, and         
Ventura County SO. 

John Andrews, Ret. LASD Lt., Site Coordinator 
(562) 355-1201   

john.andrews@myunion.edu 

For more information, please contact: 
 

Los Angeles Academic Center 
6701 Center Drive West, Suite 1200, Los Angeles, CA 90045  

Phone: (800) 486-8328 • Fax: (310) 417-3555 



Sheriffs’ Relief Association
O F   L O S   A N G E L E S   C O U N T Y,  C A L I F O R N I A ,  I N C .

S.T.A.R.S. Center
11515 Colima Road
Whittier, California 90604

Ford 
818.787.3800 

15505 Roscoe Blvd.,  
North Hills, CA 91343

Terry Miller, 
General Sales Manager

Aston Martin • Jaguar 
Lotus • Volvo • Lincoln

818.894.3800 
15500 Roscoe Blvd.,  
Van Nuys, CA 91406

Brian Allan, General Manager
 

Mazda 
818.742.3800 

15430 Roscoe Blvd.,  
Van Nuys, CA 91406

Daniel Fox, 
Sales Manager

Galpin Motors is Proud to Serve 
Those Who Serve Us!

We are pleased to offer 
SPECIAL VIP PRICING & INCENTIVES

to Our Law Enforcement Officers (including retired),  
Civilian Personnel and Family Members.

Galpin Certified Used
818.778.2010 

15445 Roscoe Blvd.,  
Van Nuys, CA 91343

Al Joseph, 
General Manager

Galpin Honda
818.837.6100

11151 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Mission Hills, CA 91340

 Ed Hartoonian, 
General Manager

800.GO.GALPIN • www.GALPIN.com
The #1 Volume Ford Dealer in the world for 24 consecutive years!

Galpin Volkswagen
818.895.3800 

15421 Roscoe Blvd.,  
North Hills, CA 91343

Michael Schwartz, 
General Manager

Galpin Santa Clarita
Mazda • Quick Lane • Subaru

661.255.7703
23645 Creekside Rd., 

Santa Clarita, CA 91355
David Gillum, Jr., General Manager


