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 Retired Deputies
By Chickee Nelson and Don Fandry
24 W. Winnie Way
Arcadia, CA 91007
(626) 447-6962
Email: Chickee1@netzero.com or Djfandry@att.net

Trustees Monthly Meeting

The regular meeting of the Sheriffs’ Relief 
Association convened on Thursday, 
May 14, 2015, at 11515 Colima Road, 

Whittier. The following officers and trustees 
were present: Josie Woolum, Vice President; 
Liza Vera, Secretary-Treasurer; Trustees Joe 
Badali, Kerry Carter, Joseph Fennell, J.P. Har-
ris, Jake Katz, Richard Maradiaga and Ralph 
Webb; and Robert Ciulik, General Manager. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:36 p.m. 
A motion was made by Trustee Maradiaga, 
seconded by Trustee Webb and unanimously 
carried, to approve the minutes of the April 
12, 2015, meeting and the March Foundation 
expenditures.

COMMUNICATIONS
General Manager Robert Ciulik reported 

that communications were received from the 
following during the month of April:

From Lois Criddell and family to Sheriffs’ 
Relief Association, “I would like to express 
my gratitude and appreciation for your kind 
demonstration of love and support during the 
passing of my son, Mr. Roland K. Criddell, and 
this challenging time. There are no words that 

can express my appreciation. The words ‘Thank 
You’ are deeply from my heart to yours.”

From Diane Peavy to Carrol and Bob, “Thank 
you for the beautiful flowers from Sheriffs’ Relief 
and to all of you that came to Ray’s funeral. I know 
that he would have been proud of the turnout of so 
many of his friends. Thank you for all you’ve done 
for us over the years, you were a big part of his life.”

BENEVOLENT REPORT
MORTUARY BENEFITS PAID DURING 

APRIL: $90,000
MORTUARY BENEFITS PAID YEAR TO 

DATE: $375,000

EMPORIUM REPORT
Robin Linde will have 35 years of service at the 

Emporium on December 1.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
A total of 64 new membership applications were 

received during the month of May. A motion was 
made by Trustee Woolum, seconded by Trustee 
Maradiaga and unanimously carried, to accept 
the following new members: Lora Lynne Abejero, 
Christopher A. Abeyta, Mario A. Acosta, Gregory 

S. Afsharian III, Hector R. Avila, Roberto Banuelos, 
Samuel Barraza, Angel Blanco Quinonez, Matthew 
T. Bohner, Christopher M. Cadman, Cynthia A. 
Ceja, Jesse Cerritos, Ryan N. Collaso, Joshua E. 
Cox, Juan F. Cozzarelli, Christian J. Davis, Andrew 
J. De La Rosa Jr., Devin R. De Resa, Lauren M. 
Delgado, Luis A. Delgado, Susan O. Esquivel, 
Gregory R. Eubank, Jason J. Flores, Patricia I. 
Flores, Ramon Franco Jr., Jasmine D. Frazier, 
Denise Fregoso, Jose Fuentes, Nestor A. Garcia, 
Monica B. Gonzales, Deanna K. Gonzalez, Eyob 
Haile, Terry E. Harsha Jr., Yael Hellman, Luis 
M. Jimenez, Ramy Khaddage, Matthew D. Kith, 
Arthur M. Kusak, Steven K. Lind, Michael C. 
Lopez, Primitivo Madrigal Jr., Gerardo Marroquin, 
Benjamin H. Martinez, Christian Medina, Steve E. 
Medina, Eric Mendez, David F. Mendoza, Alexis 
Mireles, Jenny A. Moreno, Natasha N. Navarro, 
Benjamin Negrete, Victor Q. Nguyen, B. Nochez 
Minjarez, Luis H. Ochoa Jr., Nicolas M. Pamplona, 
Armando Puebla, Daniel Rodriguez, Joseph P. 
Rodriguez Jr., Jennifer Romero, Tyler J. Steinriede, 
Richard Valenzuela Jr., Erik S. Vaughn, Kiersten P. 
Zabala and Brenda C. Zuniga.

On May 1 and 2, the Retired Female 
Deputies met. We had just about 60 
people at the luncheon, which was held 

at the Embassy Suites in La Quinta, South of 
Palm Springs. It was a record number of first 
timers and new members who signed up for 
RFD. Some signed on as retired deputies, and 
a couple of civilian ladies signed on as associate 
members. We have 345 members … I’m not sure 
how many are alive, but it’s 345 names at least. 
We will be getting our new rosters at May 2016 
lunch. We had generous donations from PPOA, 
SRA, MOON, Claude Anderson, Catherine 
Wills, Lynda Castro and others. Mel Apodaca 
was the hostess of this event. There were lots of 

heavy photo albums and photo poster boards, 
too, of our past RFD lunches. Bev Celetano was 
the previous keeper of the photo albums. The 
RFD board thanked her for her past 16 years 
of photo album service with an invitation to 
the next RFD lunch, gratis. We lost three RFD 
members in 2015: Darlene Wright, Kathleen 
Wygal and Mary Ellen Kintzel. I resigned as 
president from RFD after my two-year term, 
and Rosie (Holland) Banuelos will now take 
over as RFD president. The next lunch will be 
Saturday, November 7, 2015. Location TBA. — 
Vicky Jelalian McKown

On May 2, the May Marshal Old Timers 
luncheon was held in La Mirada at the 

Northwoods Inn. Those in attendance included: 
Richard Duran, Roger DeHaan, Cliff Hartfield, 
Al Barnett, Ken Swan, John Davis, Leslie Taylor, 
Eugene L. Swanston, John Matarazzo and Rosie 
Banuelos. May be looking for a replacement 
location. Send suggestions to John Davis.

On May 5 to 7 the Sunshine Rollers RV 
Group met up at North Shore RV Park, San 
Dimas. The meeting was called to order by 
President Norman Nelson at 6:56 p.m. Members 
present: Claude and Dolores Waddle, Norman 
and Chickee Nelson, Ray and Sandy Hoyle, 
Jeanne Klauk, Lou and Mary Jo Mullady, Art 

continued on page 4

NEXT LUNCHEON: 
Thursday, July 16, 2015
@11:30 a.m. Cost $13
Glendale Elks Lodge
120 E. Colorado Street
Glendale, CA
(818) 242-2105

continued on page 4
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Trustees Monthly Meeting  continued from page 2

We had no deaths of active members, 19 
deaths of retired members, 10 cancellations 
of active membership, no cancellations of 
retired membership, 2 new honorary associate 
members and 2 deaths of honorary associate 
members.

There were 16 members who resigned, 1 

discharge and 3 who transferred from the 
Sheriff ’s Department/Relief Association during 
the month of April.

OLD BUSINESS
A short history on SRA general managers 

was presented.

ADJOURNMENT
At 5:33 p.m. a motion was made by Trustee 

Maradiaga, seconded by Trustee Woolum 
and unanimously carried, to adjourn the 
meeting of the Sheriffs’ Relief Association, 
Sheriffs’ Relief Foundation, and Sheriffs’ Relief  
Services, Inc. I

and Joy De Groot, Tom and Pat Jones, Bob and 
Glenda Hamburg, and Bud and Ginger Doan. 
Thanks to our hosts Art and Joy De Groot for 
a wonderful campout.

Happy birthday to Carol Engle, May 3; Sheila 
Fitzgerald, May 24; and Tom Jones, May 28. 
We had no anniversaries this month. Chickee 
Nelson reported that she had a conversation 
with Marcia Cooper and Marcia said she was 
doing OK, but has her ups and downs. Chickee 
also talked to Gil Sherwood and Gil is doing 
very well and is on the road to a full recovery. 
Tom and Pat Jones are hosting the November 
camp out at the Orange County Fairgrounds, 
the dates to be announced at a later date. — 
Dolores Waddle, secretary.

On May 6, the Hi-Desert Retirees got 
together at the Mile High Café at the Hesperia 
Airport in Hesperia for the first time since 
Carrows Restaurant closed. Those attending 
the luncheon were Chickee and Norman 
Nelson, Shannique Solaita, Ruben Jaramillo, 
Dick and Lue Obney, Joe and Sheila Ortiz, Ed 
Ballinger, Edward and Shirley Sznaper, Marlyn 
and Paul Meunier, and Beth Combs. The food 
was good and a lot of it. Beth gave all of us 
a list of 52 questions to create our life’s story 
for generations to come. Thank you, Beth. Joe 
Ortiz and Ed Ballinger are going to check out 
another restaurant and let us know if we should 
try it, too. We meet once a month on the first 
Wednesday of the month. Everyone is welcome 
to join us for a delicious meal and a fun time 
with a great group of people. 

On May 6, the Desert Heat had their monthly 
luncheon at the Elks Lodge in Lake Havasu 
from 11:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The cost is still 
$9.00. Here is the list of attendees for the last 
luncheon: Doug Muchmore, Jerry Gillen, Mike 
Robbins, Ed Ryan, Claude Anderson, Joan Day, 
Don and Susie Sackett, George Bachmeier, and 
Mike and Leseah Castorina. The May birthdays 
were: Frank Vanhorn and Ed Ryan. Thanks, 
Jerry Gillen

On May 16, the FLASDT got together for 
their yearly luncheon at the Priests’ home in 
Waskom, Texas. Fortunately Mother Nature 
planned her thunderstorms when our attendees 
were not driving. The rain and thunder 
occurred while we were inside visiting. The 
Priests and Stephanie Richter, from Colorado, 
oversaw the preparation of our Texas spread. 
The sun was in and out, and it rained off and 
on, resulting in high humidity. The attendees 
parked on the Priest’s front yard grass to keep 
the driveway clear. However, when we departed, 
one retiree’s front-wheel drive vehicle got struck 
in the mud in the grass. Marshall to the rescue 
with a tow strap and another vehicle on the dry 
concrete driveway to pull the retiree back onto 
the driveway. Jim and Jeanette Charles came 
up from Pineville, Louisiana. Jim and Chickee 
worked SANE 15 years ago. They hadn’t seen 
each other since Chickee retired. Jerry and 
Barbara Exline came up from Tyler. Leonard 
and Lora McCarthy f lew up from Brownsville; 
they will be visiting friends in Longview before 
going on to Kentucky for Leonard’s Army unit 
reunion. Chickee and Norman Nelson drove 
in from California and will be returning to 
California to participate in the 105th birthday 
celebration of one of Chickee’s childhood 
neighbors. David and Nancy Schriefer drove 
up from Katy. Roy and Jane Williams drove up 
from Riesel. Scott Thompson drove over from 
Fort Worth. Curtis Spears made a surprise 
appearance. After lunch we had time to share 
comments about recent and past Department 
circumstances. Dan related that Charles 
“Chuck” Rodriguez fell about three months 
ago and struck his head. His fall required 
surgery and a hospital stay. He is getting back 
on his feet, but not up to a long road trip for 
our annual luncheon. Maybe next year. Friday 
found Stephanie Richter, Chickee and Norm 
Nelson at the Priests’ residence. Dan Castillo 
stopped by after visiting the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad Depot museum in Marshall, Texas. 

The afternoon was spent visiting and sharing 
war stories then a short drive to David Beard’s 
for dinner. The fountain at the restaurant 
entrance had a duck and five ducklings, a dog, 
and a cat and two kittens who entertained us. 
On Thursday, May 14, five Whitehouse, Texas, 
police officers, including Police Chief Craig 
Shelton, were placed on paid administrative 
leave. A reserve officer, Dan Finkelstein, with 
the Department has been named as interim 
acting chief of police for the city. Dan Finkelstein 
retired from our Department. Dan notified Jan 
Priest he and Ilene would not be able to attend 
our luncheon due to the above. Thursday night 
found Dan Castillo in Blanchard, Louisiana, 
participating in an HO railroad operating 
session. The railroad belongs to Dr. Richard 
Kamm and is called the Sue Line. The 2016 
luncheon will be on Saturday, May 14, from 
1100 to 1300 hours. Place to be determined. As 
decisions are made, information will be shared 
via email. — Dan Castillo

On May 20, the Las Vegas Retirees met at 
the Blue Ox for a great lunch with new menu 
specials. We also had a look at a new bobblehead 
doll in the form of a female LASD training 
officer. The doll can be obtained via PPOA 
with a donation to the Fallen Officer Fund. 
Also we learned that Caremark prescriptions 
can now be obtained at your local CVS store. 
Some members are having problems, but I was 
able to get a 90-day supply without problems 
at the same $10 co-pay. Those in attendance 
were: Hershel Aron, John Hooge, Jim Heslin, 
Gary Olson, Nik McGraw, Jim Ellison, John 
Essery, Bob Kuczera, Joan Raber, Gary Griffith, 
Vanette and Gary Christensen and Gary Gray. 
Reported by Hershel Aron.

On May 27, the morning was beautiful, with 
a very light breeze, clear skies and temperature 
around 60 degrees. A very nice Spring-like day. 
Seventeen of us “dinosaurs” met for the monthly 

Retired Deputies  continued from page 2

continued on page 6
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By Jenna Underwood Nuñez
Inmate Services Bureau

Ihope you have your sunscreen 
and hat this Summer because 
it’s been scorching!

MURAL PAINTING
EBI is so proud of Officer 

Guillermo Zavala and his EBI 
team, along with Deputy Roman 
Rosales of PDC North, for com-
ing up with the mural painting 
idea at NCCF. 

The NCCF Art program, 
along with Five Keys Charter 
School, took the idea and ran 
with it. Officer Guillermo Zav-
ala was excited when the inmates 
created the American f lag mural 
(see photo below) and incorporated everything 
the team wanted, from the state seal to the Cali-
fornia bear and especially the Sheriff Star.

Mrs. Marcia from Five Keys Charter School 
was amazing through the project and the big-
gest help during the project. Officer Guillermo 
Zavala believes Mrs. Marcia was a blessing 
from Five Keys and a pleasure to have as an art 
teacher. The most shocking part of the project 
was the inmates who painted the murals had 
absolutely no experience, and with the tools 

they learned in class and the guidance they were 
given from the teachers, the murals came out 
fantastic. 

The inmates had such a sense of comple-
tion once they finished the murals. They were 
amazed with what they created with just a wave 
of the brush. This goes to show you how much 
EBI and the programs offered are helping the 
inmates not only change for the better, but 
change their impressions of themselves. Good 
job, North!

BABY NEWS
Inmate Services Bureau wants 

to congratulate Deputy Evelin 
Nichols and her family on the news 
of her baby boy coming this Fall! 
We are so happy for you and wish 
you a safe and easy pregnancy!

CONGRATULATIONS
Thank you, Freddy Avila, for 

your service to the County. Freddy 
received his 30 years of County 
service pen set last month, and 
ISB is so happy to have him as a 
part of the team. Freddy has been 
an amazing part of the County for 
all these years!

RUN, KAREN, RUN! 
Assistant Division Director Karen Dalton ran a 

10K and half marathon in May to benefit the Spe-
cial Olympics. She has been an active participant in 
Special Olympics events and enjoys raising money 
for this amazing cause! Great job, Assistant Divi-
sion Director Karen Dalton, we are so proud of you!

As always, ISB hopes this article finds you happy 
and healthy. Be safe and keep up the amazing 
work!  I

	 July 2015	 Star News	 5



breakfast, commonly known as a B.S. conference, 
at Denny’s Restaurant in Lancaster. Attending the 
breakfast with us was my 8-year-old grandson, 
Jake, who was on a short “visit” with nana and 
papa. Jake lives in Flower Mound, Texas, just 
North of Dallas. Jake stated that it felt good to 
have clear weather, unlike the horrendous storms 
they are experiencing at home. Having him and 
his mother and sister visit us was a godsend to 
Bette and me. One topic of conversation was the 
subject of the drought water restrictions being 
imposed upon us by the Governor and the water 
companies. Many of us are already on a self-
imposed water cutback, and the new restrictions 
will be a disaster to the aesthetic value of our 
homes. Other conversations centered around 
insurance programs. Updates were given on the 
health status of retirees Edward Collins and Gil 
Sherwood, who are on the mend from recent 
illnesses. Members were also 
notified of the passing of FBI 
Special Agent, William “Bill” 
Ayres, a highly respected and 
liked agent who represented 
the Antelope Valley and was 
a good friend to all of the 
deputies that he worked with. 
Bill had his own LASD call 
letters of 110A. Rest in peace, 
good friend. Our condolences 
to his family. Our condolences 
also go to member Mary 
McKain, who the previous 
week lost her brother to 
natural causes. Attending the 
breakfast from out of state 
were: Jim Miller, retired A.V. 
Station deputy, and retired 
Lieutenant Phillip Bullington, 
one of my former SEB partners 
from a few years ago. Also 
attending the breakfast were: 
Steve Mulcahy, John Ament, 
Ron Nybakken, Ron Oest, Ron 
Shreves, Scott Budge, Don Ott, Mary McKain, 
Glenn Hutchinson, John Sylvies, Roy Sylvies, Pat 
Hood, Vance Kirkpatrick, Dennis Papp and me, 
Carlos Valdez. For information, contact Carlos 
Valdez at valdez5150@msn.com.

Retired Deputies Inland Empire’s second 
April outing was to Black Canyon, Scout 
Cove and Inscription Canyon in the North 
Mojave Desert. It took us about an hour or 
so of driving to get there. We saw the Indian 
petroglyphs (6,000 years old) in Black Canyon 
and Inscription Canyon, and explored the 

old mine at Scout Cove. We also visited the 
old stage/wagon stop (only the well is left) to 
Death Valley halfway up into Black Canyon. 
Numerous names and dates from the 1880s were 
carved into the rocks. We ate a light lunch in 
Inscription Canyon and were amazed that we 
had spent three hours there. It was our intent 
to go to the ghost town of Goldstone, but a 
wrong turn by me took us back to our starting 
point. It did not matter, since we had been out 
there for approximately six hours. Later, we all 
had a great meal at the Outback restaurant in 
Victorville. Another long day for the RDIEs, but 
worth every minute. We are planning to go to 
the Newberry Cave in May, where the Indians 
painted picture glyphs upon the walls. The 
location is kept secret by individuals who have 
been there to prevent 594s. A lot of detective 
work has revealed the possible canyon. 

A couple of questions from a retiree in the 
Denver area: “I always enjoy reading your letters 
regarding lunches and attendees. May 4, it was 
mentioned the class of 1957 as class 65. I was 
in the class of June 1956. Sherman Block was a 
classmate. Would you know the class number? 
Been living in the Denver area for quite some 
time. Is there a way to learn if various classes 
have meetings or get-togethers? The last time I 
went to a get-together was several years ago at 
the closing of the old San Dimas Station prior to 
moving to a new station. LASO was a great time 

in my life and gave me the incentive to complete 
a master’s degree, which led to teaching at two 
colleges (LE and criminal justice) and retiring 
as a police academy director in Northern 
California. Thanks for the work you both do in 
meetings with former members. I look forward 
to reading about your meetings. Bob Buckley, 
buckbobmary@comcast.net.”

On July 16, the Retired Deputies are 
getting together at the Glendale Elks Lodge, 
120 Colorado Street in Glendale at 11:30 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome.

On August 2 to 9, the Sunshine Rollers RVers 
are having their get-together at Pismo Sands 
RV Park in Oceana, California. You can email 
or call Claude Waddle at cgw9041@aol.com or 
cell (562) 547-3935.

On September 7 to 11, the Sunshine Rollers 
meet at Boulder Creek RV Park in Lone Pine, 

California. You can contact 
Richard Cooper at lrgrchrd@
aol.com.

On September 17, the 
Prescott Area Retirees are 
having a luncheon at the Lone 
Spur Café, 106 West Gurley 
in Prescott, Arizona, at 1:00 
p.m. Contact Moon Mullen. 

October 16 to 18, Serra 
Retreat 69th Anniversary. All 
religious denominations are 
invited to attend. It is open to 
sworn and civilian personnel 
from all Los Angeles County 
law enforcement agencies and 
their relatives and friends. 
For further information, 
you may contact any of the 
following: Patty Norris at 
patnorris@earthlink.net or 
(818) 381-7698; Tom Vetter at 
(949) 456-0908; Chuck Norris 
at (818) 381-7649; Michelle 
Emeneger at (714) 293-3891; 

or Jay Sevoian at (661) 974-7825.
December 16, the Las Vegas Retirees will be 

getting together at the Blue Ox on Sahara at noon. 
Please remember, if you are having an event 

coming up, send me the information well in 
advance and I can include it in this article. As 
we continue with our retirements, have fun and 
enjoy it! Don’t be afraid to go out there and do 
something different. There are a list of things 
to do up above. Just do it while you have the 
opportunity. Signing off until our next adventure. 
— Chickee and Don  I

Retired Deputies  continued from page 4

Waskom, Texas, luncheon: Norman Nelson, Jeanette and Jim Charles, Chickee Nelson, 
Scott Thompson, Jan Priest, David Schriefer, Curtis Spears, Nancy Schriefer, Dan Castillo, 
Stephanie Richter, Marshall Priest, Leonard McCarthy, Jerry Exline, Jane and Roy 
Williams, and Lora McCarthy
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By Annie Mitchell
Crime Information Management BureauCIMB

THE INFORMATION HIGHWAY

Greetings from the land of data! It defi-
nitely takes a great number of very 
talented people with a number of 

unique skill sets to keep this Bureau working 
as a fine-tuned machine. No one thinks about 
CIMB until one day when they try to open their 
email and nothing works!

WHO’S GOING TO 
BAKE US CAKES?

OAIII Margaret Brogan has signed the papers 
that let you stay home forever and earn a County 

paycheck. Great for her and her husband, 
retired Captain Larry Brogan, who will be 
basking in retirement bliss, but sad news for 
the folks that have been working with Marga-
ret for seven-plus years. Margaret started her 
career with the County in July 1974, working 
at the Department of Social Services. After 
becoming a mommy, Margaret went on a brief 
hiatus from the County to be a stay-at-home 
mom. She did a good job during those four 
years with them, as both her son and daugh-
ter are now deputy sheriffs. She came back in 
1991 working various County departments, 

found her way to 
the Fire Depart-
ment in 1996 for 
a few months and 
finally joined the 
LASD ranks. All 
in all, 37 years of 
dedicated service. 
She’s off to slots of 
fun, travel, extra 
time with her little 
Molly the wonder 
dog, and of course, 
Larry. Her infectious 
laugh, fundraising 
efforts, organized pot-
lucks, and wonderfully 
decorated and deli-
cious cakes are just 
some of the things we 
will miss terribly with-
out her here. I will say, 
I won’t miss the extra 
pounds I’ve packed 
on as a result of her 
baking skills, but that 
smile and beautiful 
face will leave a void in 
this place. Happy trails, 
Maggie Mae … I’m not 
that far behind!

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
Well, he’s no Mike Trout, but our own Crime Ana-

lyst Brian Hale, Compton Station, has made it into 
the big leagues. Being a rookie can be rough and it’s 
hard to earn your way onto the team, but apparently, 
his sworn peers at Compton think he’s good enough 
for print. I’m not sure what his batting average is, 
but Brian is a fantastic analyst, applying technology 
to help find bad guys! I think that makes him a bit 
of a superhero, but apparently, we don’t have any of 
those kinds of cards! Congrats, Brian … I’m not sure 
how much your rookie card will be worth, but I know 
you’ll always bat a thousand in my book.

WORDS FROM THE LAND OF OZ
“Think big thoughts, but relish small pleasures.” 

— H. Jackson Brown Jr.
Thanks, WITB!
Until next month, always remember we are 

“Better Together!”  I

The Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department
announces a Retirement Luncheon honoring...

OAIII

 Thursday,
June 24th, 2015
at 1200 hrs
Golden Skewer Restaurant
2212 W. Beverly Bl., Montebello

7/74 - Dept. of Social Services
7/76 - Data Processing Dept.
 2/83 - Time off to be a Mommy
 12/87 - Data Processing Dept.
   07/91 - Internal Services Dept.
    04/96 - Fire Dept.
      11/96 – LASD
               Internal Affairs Bur.  
       06/99 - Field Operation Reg. I
          11/00 - East LA STA.
             02/08 - Crime Information
                         Management. Bur.

                                                      Retired –
                                                       June 27, 2015

$30.00 per person
SHANNA SPAGNUOLO (323)  326 -9806                                                 
L IZ  RODRIGUEZ (323 )  219 -8785                                                    
L ISA MARIE  MORISSETTE (323 )  267 -4886                                            
ANNETTE FAJARDO (562)  900 -1497                                                  
LAURA VASQUEZ (562 )  345 -4374  

Checks can be made payable to the CAP Fund
Deadline is June 19th 
Space is limited, advance tickets required.  No walk-ins.

STAY UP TO DATE!
Check out news and events at www.sheriffsrelief.org
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By Henry M. Garza
Data Systems Bureau

FACIAL RECOGNITION TAKES 
HOLD IN L.A. COUNTY

During a recent CSI: NY episode, the crew 
was able to locate a wanted person by 
taking a digital image of the suspect’s 

facial features and comparing it to a database 
consisting of the city’s population as seen by a 
series of cameras located throughout the city. 
In a recent James Bond movie, good ol’ James 
took a photo of his enemy at an opera house, 
which in turn generated a 3-D composite, which 
was then sent to London, and within seconds, 
the enemy was identified. There is also a scene 
where a person is identified by taking a photo 
of the back of the head! Incredible, but with 
today’s technology being advanced literally on 
a daily basis, I wondered if such a system existed, 
and if it did, how accurate it was. I posed this 
question to our resident expert, Deputy Manuel 
Cueva at LACRIS (Los Angeles County Regional 
Identification System), and learned that, for the 
most part, television is just “Hollywood.” But  
there’s more …

Deputy Cueva has made it his goal to under-
stand as much as he can about facial recognition. 
The term has been all abuzz in popular culture 
for at least the last decade. The wide-eyed labora-
tory technicians in today’s most popular crime 
dramas quite often refer to facial recognition 
techniques to “solve the crime.” It would be nice 
to have a system that replicates what we see on 
the big and small screens; however, the reality 
is that it does indeed exist, but not to the extent 
we see in a James Bond movie or on CSI. Facial 
recognition has a definite purpose for today’s 
law enforcement professional and it works  
rather nicely.

When you ask law enforcement personnel 
what they believe facial recognition encompasses, 
you’ll get a series of different interpretations and 
what they think it’s all about. For the most part, 
some portions of their interpretations are accu-
rate. Most students believe you take a picture of 
a suspect and “voilà!” the crime is solved. It’s sort 
of like that, but let’s clarify.

Facial recognition is the automated process 
of taking a digital image of an unknown indi-
vidual and using it to search against a database 
of known individuals. When the search is com-
plete, a candidate list is presented to the user. 
Is that all there is, you may ask? Unfortunately, 
no. There is a little more to the whole process. 

Computers do their part by presenting a list of 
potential suspects, and now it’s up to the law 
enforcement professional to complete the task. 

After the initial facial review of the candi-
date list, personnel can narrow it down to one 
or two candidates. A comparison is then con-
ducted between the original source image and 
the database image(s) looking for similarities or 
differences in the faces to determine if there is 
enough information to warrant further investi-
gation. Contrary to popular belief, and unlike 
Livescan, the computer does not spit out a posi-
tive identification! 

Facial recognition is still relatively new com-
pared to fingerprints, which have been around 
for over 100 years. The technology has made 
great strides in the last 10 years and it’s get-
ting better. Since the accuracy rate is nowhere 
near that of fingerprints, we can only gener-
ate investigative leads with facial recognition 
today. So the next time one of the local liquor 
stores in your area gets robbed, and all you have 
is a grainy CCTV image, give facial recogni-
tion a shot. I think you will be surprised with  
the results. 

During a recent robbery in the city of Comp-
ton, the victim was able to photograph his 
assailant and the getaway vehicle’s license plate 
with his cellphone. Unfortunately, neither the 
victim nor a witness was able to identify the sus-
pect via a six-pack. Armed with only the photos 
taken by the victim, LACRIS was able to generate 
another six-pack using this latest technology. 
This time, however, the suspect was positively 
identified.

LACRIS, as you might imagine, has been 
inundated with similar requests and inquiries 
from throughout the law enforcement commu-
nity. As much as they would like to help everyone 
with this new technology, they simply cannot. 

Our Los Angeles PhotoManager, which 
houses over six million frontal mugshots, is what 
we are searching against and where our facial 
recognition technology resides. Watch the train-
ing video on our website (lacris.lafis.org) to get 
you started, but even more important, sign up for 
a facial recognition class through your training 
representative. The aforementioned information 
is just a small preview into the technology, but 
you’ll need more thorough training on how to 
read your results and how to articulate your find-
ings in reports and in court. 

VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE
The Department, as a whole, has a ton of 

extraordinary people who comprise the every-
day workforce. It doesn’t matter whether they’re 
sworn, civilian, temporary or a contractor. These 
folks come to work every day, make a significant 
contribution and go about their day without any 
fanfare. But once they’ve gone home, they take 
part in other activities that sometimes are nearer 
and dearer to their hearts. They can be hobbies, 
volunteering or any activity they’ve chosen to 
assist them as they get through this journey we 
call life. Data Systems Bureau is a bureau that is 
composed of an abundance of such people. One 
of the new added features to our article will be 
highlighting one of our very own. This month’s 
special person is Senior Information Systems 
Analyst Wayne B. Gore.

SISA Gore began his career with our Depart-
ment in 1988. After spending 10 years as an 
instructor at Computer Training, he transferred 
to Fraud & Cyber Crimes Bureau (FCCB), where 
he remains today as the systems administra-
tor. One of FFCB’s unique features is that the 
Bureau is divided into five geographical loca-
tions. Administering systems at offices in Santa 
Fe Springs, Chatsworth, Stevenson Ranch, Lan-
caster and STARS Center is not as easy as it may 
seem. Yet, SISA Gore does it on a daily basis with 
a huge smile on his face. 

His time is primarily split between STARS 
Center and the Santa Fe Springs office where 
the Cyber Investigations Center (CIC) is located. 
This office contains a myriad of countywide ser-
vices, each maintained by their own network. 
I-solve alone uses over 80 databases to gather 
information. The person behind the scenes 
maintaining these systems is SISA Gore. 

However, there’s another facet of SISA Gore’s 
life, less known. Imagine being able to travel 
most of the world at a record-setting pace. Trav-
eling at speeds of over .83 Mach (500+ mph), 
SISA Gore pilots a Learjet. Since receiving his 
pilot’s license in 1986, he has worked for many 
years with a slew of celebrities, professional ath-
letes and entrepreneurs, who not only assume the 
risk of an economic venture, but love a thrill ride. 
His first passenger was Jay Leno. Since then, he 
has flown several times to Europe, Hawaii and 
Alaska, to name a few locations. The accompany-
ing photo depicts SISA Gore and longtime lead 
guitarist for Bon Jovi, Richie Sambora. Gore also 
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stated that he enjoys flying because of the adven-
ture and travel opportunities. But above all, the 
sensational rush he experienced the first time he 
flew has yet to subside. 

EMAIL GOING TO “THE CLOUD”
At the direction of the Los Angeles County 

chief information officer, Department email is 
going to “the cloud.” As you can imagine, major 
system changes like this are not without their 
hiccups. During early implementation, the DSB 
Systems Group worked to fix a major issue 
where, at one point, over 200,000 emails were 
held in a queue. 

Having worked through the night, DSB Sys-
tems Group personnel reached the point of 
diminishing returns and called it a night so they 
could get back to it in the morning. One mem-
ber showed an extra level of dedication, staying 
on site rather than making the long, late-night 
trek home only to come back within a few short 
hours. Like any good IT personnel, he made the 
most of what he had around him, making good 
use of his own “cloud” while snoozing on the 
couch. With a fresh mind, and not-so-fresh shirt, 
the issue was resolved a short time later. 

CUSTODY AUTOMATION UNIT: 
ATTENDANCE TRACKING 
AND REPORTING (ATAR)

In late 2012, Education Based Incarceration 
Bureau was in need of an automated way of track-
ing and reporting inmate classroom attendance. 
At that time, they gathered attendance by using a 
paper-based system that only tracked attendance 
at one facility and could not be viewed without 

having direct access to the paper document. This 
caused a problem with tracking attendance and 
did not give executives the ability to adequately 
evaluate the system.

Since then, the Custody Automation Unit 
Systems Development Team designed and 
developed a handheld application for entering 
attendance tracking and reporting (ATAR) data. 
The project had to meet a series of criteria prior 
to implementation. It had to be able to obtain 
student information directly from existing sys-
tems; it had be used whether it had a network 
connection or not; it had to be able to scan 1D 
and 2D barcodes to receive input; and it had to be 
implemented without disruptions to the opera-
tion of the respective jail.

The ATAR scanning and docking system was 
designed to capture and upload inmate educa-
tional information automatically. This allows 
for real-time tracking of an inmate’s attendance 
and participation in milestone (additional jail 
credits earned) qualifying courses. The system 
will also allow the court to reference an inmate’s 
attendance at any time.

The tracking and accounting of thousands of 
County inmates involved in educational classes 
in different locations throughout the County can 
be extremely difficult. Yet, the ATAR system can 
tell you in real time an inmate’s class attendance 
and completion date, and release date if it has 
been changed due to their attendance. The afore-
mentioned alone has made jail staff ’s job easier. 
It will eventually eliminate the guesswork on the 
module deputy and line staff ’s part in regard to 
credits received and how they are applied to an 
inmate’s release date. The system does it for you.

ATAR allows past EBI attendance to be used at 
time of initial classification for housing and pro-
gram placement, and current activity is factored 
into an inmate’s behavior at reclassification, 
which can lower inmate’s security level. The data 
ATAR captures is currently used by independent 
studies conducted by DOJ (BOT program) and 
UCI to monitor the success of the program, most 
directly its effect on recidivism. 

ATAR has reduced workloads by producing 
a class schedule and rosters based on previous 
week. Historical rosters are easily produced, accu-
rate statistics are available through web forms 
and reports easily generated for management.

ATAR also provides a record of programs and 
vendors used for the program, collectively pro-
viding useful statistics to those administering the 
EBI program and those monitoring its growth 
and progress.

Every class an inmate is currently enrolled 
in and/or has previously taken/completed is 
available for review via the ATAR dashboard 
located in the Custody Information Portal via 
the Department intranet. 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
DSB personnel would like to extend a warm 

welcome to our new Operations Sergeant Roger 
Digerlando, who came to us via South Patrol 
Division headquarters and Lomita Station. We 
would also like to wish Sergeant Gary Green-
wood a happy retirement! Sergeant Greenwood 
spent the last three years of his career as the 
administrator for the JDIC/24 Help Desk opera-
tion. We wish him all the best in all his future 
endeavors!  I
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When I got home that night, my wife 
served dinner. I held her hand and 
said, “I’ve got something to tell you.” 

She sat down and ate quietly. I observed the hurt 
in her eyes. Suddenly, I didn’t know how to open 
my mouth. But I had to let her know that I was 
thinking about divorce. I raised the topic calmly. 
She didn’t seem to be annoyed by my words, but 
instead asked me softly, “Why?” I avoided her 
question. This made her angry. She threw away the 
chopsticks and shouted at me, “You are not a man!”

That night, we didn’t talk to each other. She was 
weeping. I knew she wanted to find out what had 
happened to our marriage. But I could hardly give 
her a satisfactory answer — she had lost my heart 
to Jane. I didn’t love her anymore. I just pitied her! 

With a deep sense of guilt, I drafted a divorce 
agreement that stated that she could own our 
house, our car and a 30 percent stake of my com-
pany. She glanced at it and then tore it to pieces. 
The woman who had spent 10 years of her life 
with me had become a stranger. I felt sorry for her 
wasted time, resources and energy, but I could not 
take back what I had said, for I loved Jane so dearly. 
Finally, she cried loudly in front of me, which was 
what I had expected to see. To me, her cry was 
actually a kind of release. The idea of divorce, 
which had obsessed me for several weeks, seemed 
to be firmer and clearer now. 

The next day I came back home very late and 
found her writing something at the table. I didn’t 
have supper, but went straight to sleep and fell 
asleep very fast, because I was tired after an event-
ful day with Jane. When I woke up, she was still 
there at the table writing. I just did not care, so I 
turned over and was asleep again. In the morning, 
she presented her divorce conditions. She didn’t 
want anything from me, but needed a month’s 
notice before the divorce. She requested that, for 
one month, we both struggled to live as normal a 
life as possible. Her reasons were simple: Our son 
had his exams in a month’s time, and she didn’t 
want to disrupt him with our broken marriage. 
This was agreeable to me. But she had something 
more: She asked me to recall how I had carried 
her into our bridal room on our wedding day. She 
requested that every day for the month’s duration, 
I carry her out of our bedroom to the front door 
every morning. I thought she was going crazy. Just 
to make our last days together bearable, I accepted 
her odd request. I told Jane about my wife’s divorce 

conditions. She laughed loudly and thought it was 
absurd. “No matter what tricks she applies, she has 
to face the divorce.” she said scornfully. 

My wife and I hadn’t had any body contact since 
my divorce intention was explicitly expressed. So 
when I carried her out on the first day, we both 
appeared clumsy. Our son clapped behind us, 
“Daddy is holding Mommy in his arms.” His words 
brought me a sense of pain. From the bedroom to 
the sitting room, then to the door, I walked over 
10 meters with her in my arms. She closed her 
eyes and said softly, “Don’t tell our son about the 
divorce.” I nodded, feeling somewhat upset. I put 
her down outside the door. She went to wait for the 
bus to work. I drove alone to the office. 

On the second day, both of us acted much more 
easily. She leaned on my chest. I could smell the 
fragrance of her blouse. I realized that I hadn’t 
looked at this woman carefully for a long time. I 
realized she was not young anymore. There were 
fine wrinkles on her face, her hair was graying! 
Our marriage had taken its toll on her. For a min-
ute, I wondered what I had done to her.

On the fourth day, when I lifted her up, I felt a 
sense of intimacy returning. This was the woman 
who had given 10 years of her life to me. On the 
fifth and sixth days, I realized that our sense of 
intimacy was growing again. I didn’t tell Jane 
about this. It became easier to carry her as the 
month slipped by. Perhaps the everyday workout 
made me stronger.

She was choosing what to wear one morning. 
She tried on quite a few dresses, but could not find 
a suitable one. Then she sighed, “All my dresses 
have grown bigger.” I suddenly realized that she 
had grown so thin, that was the reason why I could 
carry her more easily. Suddenly it hit me, she had 
buried so much pain and bitterness in her heart. 
Subconsciously I reached out and touched her 
head. Our son came in at that moment and said, 
“Dad, it’s time to carry Mom out.” To him, seeing 
his father carrying his mother out had become 
an essential part of his life. My wife gestured to 
our son to come closer and hugged him tightly. I 
turned my face away because I was afraid I might 
change my mind at this last minute. I then held her 
in my arms, walking from the bedroom, through 
the sitting room, to the hallway. Her hand sur-
rounded my neck softly and naturally. I held her 
body tightly — it was just like our wedding day. 
But her much lighter weight made me sad. 

On the last day, when I held her in my arms, 
I could hardly move a step. Our son had gone to 
school. I held her tightly and said, “I hadn’t noticed 
that our life lacked intimacy.” 

I drove to the office and jumped out of the 
car swiftly without locking the door. I was afraid 
that any delay would make me change my mind. 
I walked upstairs. Jane opened the door and I 
said to her, “Sorry, Jane, I do not want the divorce 
anymore.” She looked at me astonished and then 
touched my forehead. “Do you have a fever?” she 
said. I moved her hand off my head. “Sorry, Jane, 
I won’t divorce. My marriage life was boring prob-
ably because she and I didn’t value the details of 
our lives, not because we didn’t love each other 
anymore.” 

Now, I realize that since I carried her into my 
home on our wedding day, I am supposed to hold 
her until death do us part. Jane seemed to sud-
denly wake up. She gave me a loud slap and then 
slammed the door and burst into tears. I walked 
downstairs and drove away. At the floral shop on 
the way home, I ordered a bouquet of flowers for 
my wife. The salesgirl asked me what to write on 
the card. I smiled and wrote, “I’ll carry you out 
every morning until death do us part.” That eve-
ning I arrived home, flowers in my hands, a smile 
on my face. I ran up the stairs only to find my 
wife in the bed — dead. My wife had been fighting 
cancer for months, and I was too busy with Jane 
to even notice. She knew that she would die soon, 
and she wanted to save me from whatever negative 
reactions our son might have in case we pushed 
through with the divorce. At least in the eyes of 
our son, I’m a loving husband. 

The small details of your lives are what really 
matter in a relationship. It’s not the house, the car, 
property, the money in the bank. These create an 
environment conducive for happiness, but cannot 
give happiness in and of themselves. So find time 
to be your spouse’s friend and do those little things 
for each other that build intimacy. Do have a real, 
happy marriage!

If this story sounds familiar and you want to 
speak to someone for some support in your own 
marriage, feel free to contact the Employee Support 
Services Bureau. You can call for a consultation or 
to make a confidential appointment at (213) 738-
3500. To obtain additional information, you can 
visit our intranet site (http://intranet/intranet/ESS/
Index.htm). I

Shared by Norm Katz, Psy.D.
F R O M  T H E  D O C S

MARRIED OR NOT — BY AN UNKNOWN AUTHOR
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Shared by Norm Katz, Psy.D.

WHAT’S COOKING?
DID YOU KNOW?

The Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment’s Food Services Unit employs 
three full-time professional drivers 

for food deliveries to its Sheriff ’s substations, 
contract stations and other facilities. Last year, 
Messer’s Michael Tanori, Dave Steward and 
Mario Ledesma combined logged over 71,000 
miles crisscrossing the County of Los Angeles 
to make deliveries.

The Sheriff ’s Department schedules deliver-
ies during off-peak traffic hours to conserve 
fuel and reduce the wear and tear on its vehicles, 
and thanks to these hardworking gentlemen, 
the Department’s deliveries run smoothly and 
efficiently. 

NOTEWORTHY
The Food Services Unit would like to extend 

its congratulations to our four newest senior 
cooks who were promoted in May: Rosario 
Arias-Alvarez, Britni Jones, Zhaohe Luo and 
Blanca Mondragon. Best of luck on your new 
assignments and keep up the good work you do 
on behalf of the Department.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Each month we will bring to you a new and 

tasty recipe for you to try, courtesy of one of our 
Food Service Unit employees. Here is a Tuscan 
Brick-Grilled Chicken recipe I like to do during 
these long, hot Summer days. 

FOOD SAFETY TIP OF THE MONTH
Here are some good food safety tips from our 

friends at the United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA). There is also a great app you can 
download.
USDA Offers Summer Food Safety Tips

Warmer temperatures call for extra attention 
to food safety when cooking and eating outdoors

Memorial Day weekend marked the unoffi-
cial start to Summer, and many Americans will 
celebrate with cookouts, camping, road trips and 
other activities that involve food. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) is reminding families to take extra 
care not to let foodborne bacteria, which grows 
more quickly in hot weather, ruin the fun. 

“This Memorial Day weekend and all Sum-
mer long, I encourage families to get outside and 
enjoy our natural resources, national parks and 
forests, and the variety of food America’s farmers 

are able to provide,” said Agriculture Secretary 
Vilsack. “It’s important to remember that bacteria 
grow faster in the same warm temperatures that 
people enjoy, so extra care needs to be taken to 
prevent food poisoning when preparing meals 
away from home. USDA reminds everyone to 
use a food thermometer, and take advantage of 
resources like our FoodKeeper app to help with 
any food handling questions.”

Last month, USDA launched its FoodKeeper 
mobile app, which contains specific guidance on 
more than 400 food and beverage items, includ-
ing safe cooking recommendations for meat, 
poultry and seafood products. The app provides 
information on how to store food and beverages 
to maximize their freshness and quality. This will 
help keep products fresh longer than if they were 
stored improperly, which can happen more often 
during hot Summer days. The application is avail-
able for free on Android and Apple devices. 

Due to a variety of factors, including warmer 
temperatures, foodborne illness increases in 
Summer. To help Americans stay healthy and 
safe, USDA offers the following food safety 
recommendations. 

Bringing food to a picnic or cookout:
•	 Use an insulated cooler filled with ice or 

frozen gel packs. Frozen food can also be 
used as a cold source.

•	 Foods that need to be kept cold include raw 
meat, poultry and seafood; deli and lun-
cheon meats or sandwiches; Summer salads 
(tuna, chicken, egg, pasta or seafood); cut 
up fruit and vegetables; and perishable 
dairy products.

•	 A full cooler will maintain its cold tempera-
ture longer than a partially filled one. When 
using a cooler, keep it out of the direct sun 
by placing it in the shade or shelter. 

•	 Avoid opening the cooler repeatedly so that 
your food stays colder longer.

Cooking on the grill:
•	 Use separate cutting boards and utensils for 

raw meat and ready-to-eat items, like veg-
etables or bread.

•	 Keep perishable food cold until it is ready to 
cook.

•	 Use a food thermometer to make sure meat 
and poultry are cooked thoroughly to their 
safe minimum internal temperatures.

By Dale Turner
Food Services Unit

continued on page 12

Tuscan Brick-Grilled Chicken
Ingredients:

1 (3 1/2-pound) chicken, flattened 
Kosher salt 
1/3 cup good olive oil 
2 teaspoons grated lemon zest (2 lemons) 
1/3 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice 
1 tablespoon minced garlic (3 cloves) 
1 tablespoon minced fresh rosemary 
leaves 
Freshly ground black pepper 
1 lemon, halved
Sprinkle the chicken with 1 teaspoon 

salt on each side. Combine the olive oil, 

lemon zest, lemon juice, garlic, rose-
mary and 2 teaspoons pepper in a small 
measuring cup. Place the chicken in a 
ceramic or glass dish just large enough 
to hold it f lat. Pour the lemon mari-
nade over the chicken, turning it in the 
dish. Cover the dish with plastic wrap 
and refrigerate for at least four hours or 
overnight. Turn the chicken two or three 
times while marinating.

When ready to grill, prepare a hot char-
coal fire on one side of a grill (or turn a 
gas grill on low heat). Spread one-fourth 
of the coals across the other side of the 
grill. Place the chicken on the cooler side, 
skin side up, and weigh it down with a foil-
wrapped brick. Cook for 12 to 15 minutes, 
until the underside is golden brown. Turn 
the chicken skin side down, weight again 
with the brick, and cook for another 12 to 
15 minutes, until the skin is golden brown 
and the chicken is cooked through. Place 
the lemon halves on the cool side of the 
grill, cut side down, for the last 10 minutes 
of cooking. Remove the chicken to a plate 
or cutting board, cover with aluminum 
foil and allow to rest for five minutes. Cut 
into quarters, sprinkle with salt and serve 
with the grilled lemon halves.
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•	 Beef, pork, lamb and veal (steaks, roasts and 
chops): 145° F with a three-minute rest time.

•	 Ground meats: 160° F
•	 Whole poultry, poultry breasts and ground 

poultry: 165° F
•	 Always use a fresh, clean plate and tongs 

for serving cooked food. Never reuse items 

that touched raw meat or poultry to serve 
the food once it is cooked.

Serving food outdoors:
•	 Perishable food should not sit out for more 

than two hours. In hot weather (above 90 
°F), food should never sit out for more than 
one hour.

•	 Serve cold food in small portions, and keep 
the rest in the cooler. After cooking meat 
and poultry on the grill, keep it hot until 
served — at 140° F or warmer.

•	 Keep hot food hot by setting it to the side 
of the grill rack, not directly over the coals 
where it could overcook.  I

Food Services Unit  continued from page 11

Peace Officer’s Fellowship

Note to readers: Periodically there will be sub-
missions, such as this, that are written by a POF 
member and are anonymous with no byline. 

Making responsible decisions about 
drinking and taking medications 
only as prescribed by doctors, and 

only when necessary, are two ways to stay out of 
trouble. For those whose drinking or drug use has 
become too much for them to control, there are 
multiple resources available to help. The Peace 
Officer’s Fellowship is one of those resources. 
It is a group of peace officers committed to liv-
ing sober lives and helping others achieve and 
maintain sobriety. It offers support with confi-
dentiality, and each month, a few of its members’ 
names and phone numbers are listed in the Star 
News. Besides the POF, help is available through 

Employee Support Services Bureau, members of 
the Peer Support Program, the Chaplain Program, 
and outside private entities, such as Alcoholics 

Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous. As scary 
as it may seem to ask for help, it becomes easier 
once you get started. I

 
NAME	 HOME PHONE	      CELL PHONE

Eric Castano*	 (562) 493-5465	       (323) 537-0927
Chris Loomis	 (626) 447-9011	       (626) 230-3137
Bob Ghan		        (714) 916-3299
Ray Terhorst 	 (505) 705-5656
John Heckman	 (661) 272-5756
Marty Weirich	 (360) 570-1216
John Valencia	 (909) 599-1160	       (951) 316-3633
Kathy King		        (714) 323-8600 *Active LASD

These people have agreed to give up their anonymity so that others who are in need of help can find the 
POF. Don’t worry about bothering us; helping those with drinking issues is one of the ways we stay sober.

Call SRA at (562) 946-7081  
or (800) 544-4772 today.

You can also go to www.sheriffsrelief.org to contact us.

Does Sheriffs’ Relief have your current address?  
Are your beneficiaries up-to-date?
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Summer allows us a little more 
free time to pursue our inter-
ests and hobbies outside of 

work. Get out there with the kiddos 
and enjoy your Summer, too. July 1 
is International Joke Day. Make fun 
of yourself a little. Have a funniest 
joke contest with your kids and fam-
ily. And be sure to enjoy your time 
with your family and friends on the 
Fourth of July. Have a happy and 
safe Fourth of July!

WE HAVE THE BEST 
PARTNERS

For those of you who aren’t aware, 
two of our family members recently 
embarked on a courageous journey. 
In January 2014, Senior Deputy 
Jorge Castro was diagnosed with 
a rare, incurable and terminal liver disease, 
primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC). During 
the last year, he has been living quietly with 
this terrible disease. However, one day during 
a casual conversation, Deputy Javier Tiscareno 
(Castro’s friend of 10 years) volunteered to be 
a liver donor for Castro. Tiscareno was ready 
to do it the next day. He said he couldn’t let 
his good friend die knowing that he could have 
saved him. After numerous tests, everyone was 
excited to learn the two were a match. On June 
4, the two tackled this disease together. Jorge 
and Javier will have an extensive recovery time. 

Please help raise funds for Jorge Castro’s 
liver donor, Deputy Javier Tiscareno. The donor 
will need to take two months off work. The 
funds will help the donor and his family with 

living expenses during his convalescence. Any 
amount would be greatly appreciated. Thank 
you! Please go to the following GoFundMe link 
to help raise money for Javier Tiscareno, a hero 
among heroes: http://de.gofund.me/mv0jn8.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
A huge thank-you goes out to all who par-

ticipated in the Twin Towers Special Olympics 
fundraisers. A big thank-you also goes out 
to Code 4 Trader, Wyatts Own Apparel, Ken 
Grody Ford, Mike Thompson RV and Burt’s 
Mega Mall for being the vendors that helped us 
get it done. Over the course of four fundraising 
events, the Towers Team contributed $3,000. 
Towers helped make LASD the No. 1 contribu-
tor to the 2015 Special Olympics. 

BRIAN “THE 
RECALCITRANT” HOIST

On May 15 at the Quiet Cannon 
in Montebello, the L.A. Battle of the 
Badges bore witness to a champion-
level performance of superb intelligent 
boxing. Brian “The Recalcitrant” Hoist 
(LASD-TTCF) made his ring debut 
against veteran fighter David Chung 
(LASD-TEM). Hoist was not affected by 
Chung’s experience, the frenzied crowd 
or the blistering lights. Hoist was ready 
to fight, and when the bell rang, he pur-
sued Chung for three thrilling rounds. 
Those three rounds had more drama, 
action and tension than any other fight 
that night. Hoist pitched a near shutout 
in his Battle of the Badges debut. His 
strategic brilliance and unforgettable 

By Ryan Vaccaro 
Twin Towers Correctional Facility

continued on page 14
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triumph of will allowed him to defeat Chung by 
majority decision. Hoist is a young, athletic mid-
dleweight fighter and someone to keep an eye on. 
KEB rules!

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to Deputy Melea Medina. 

Her outstanding efforts have been noticed by 
her partners and supervisors. Our July 2015 
Twin Towers Employee of the Month joined 

the Twin Towers team in 2007. During the last 
eight years, Melea has played an active role in 
developing the legacy of Twin Towers. An excel-
lent training officer, mentor, partner and role 
model, Melea exemplifies the best of the Los 
Angeles Sheriff ’s Department. As such, she was 
chosen to be a part of the LASD recruitment 
campaign. She is an asset to Twin Towers and 
we are proud to recognize her contributions 
to the team. 

ADDITIONS TO THE FAMILY
TTCF welcomes the following graduates 

of Deputy Sheriff Class #405 to our growing 
family: Veronica Barnes, Christopher Cendejas, 
Justin Edwards, Guillermo Elias, Lydia Garcia, 
Tony Ghosn, Adam Nelson, Adrian Nevarez, 
Angel Ochoa, Travis Ortega, Ronald Rivera, 
Dominic Robles, Gerardo Romero, Frank Sales, 
Robert Sanchez, Sarah Shanley and Victor 
Solis.  I

Twin Towers Correctional Facility  continued from page 13

YOUR STORY

Everyone has a story to tell. Have you ever 
considered taking the time to listen to 
someone else’s story? 

As we move through our day-to-day activities, 
we encounter a variety of people. Each person has 
a unique journey, a valuable perspective and a 
personal story. These elements add shape to his/
her personality. A journey that has been challeng-
ing and difficult can lead to a hardening within a 
person’s heart. A feeling of optimism can add to a 
person’s overall view of life in general. A feeling of 
pessimism can take away from a person’s view of 
life in certain situations. The story, no matter how 
long or short, gives definition to the complete 
package of the person. A story is a glimpse into 
an experience of one’s life. 

We live in such a hurried society that we 
often don’t have time, take time or make time 

to listen to someone’s story. We throw words 
and phrases around like, “How are you?” and 
“What’s going on?” without a thought of “What 
happens if he/she really wants to tell me?” 

As members of a service profession, time 
does not often allow for us to stop and listen 
to someone’s story. We have appointments to 
make, schedules to keep, clients to meet with 
— all within the workday — leaving us little 
time for someone’s story. Making time, though, 
to listen to someone’s story adds depth to your 
relationship. That relationship may be a one-
time meeting (such as responding to a call) 
or an everyday occurrence (such as interact-
ing with a co-worker). Whatever the length or 
depth of your relationship, you may not know 
what that person is going through until the 
opportunity arises to hear their story. 

But what about our stories? Our stories often 

go unheard because we are so busy helping and 
serving and doing for others that we don’t want 
to make the situation about us. However, we 
do have the capacity to share our stories with 
our co-workers and others in the workplace, 
and in doing so, we are able to comfort, sup-
port and strengthen one another, as well as gain 
some of the same. When we share our stories, 
we create a sense of oneness. Our stories show 
that we are caring and compassionate and that 
we have characteristics unseen in our everyday 
activities. That, in turn, makes for a stronger 
organization because of the bonding.

Today, take a moment to listen to someone’s 
story and to share yours as well.

How can I contact a chaplain? Chaplains 
are available at their unit of assignment, or by 
calling the Employee Support Services Bureau at 
(213) 738-3500.  I

The Chaplain’s Notebook By Chaplain Kathy Cash
Century Regional Detention Facility
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uly is one of the warmest, sunniest months 
of the year, so it’s a great time to get outdoors 
and enjoy the great weather. This month we 
celebrate the Fourth of July, the birth of our 

nation. This is a time to appreciate all of our sol-
diers who have fought in our wars to give us the 
gift of freedom that we enjoy today. 

It is with great sadness that I begin this newslet-
ter with the passing of a longtime colleague. 

CUSTODY ASSISTANT 
LINDA WASHINGTON

Custody Assistant Linda Washington passed 
away Friday, May 15. Linda was scheduled to retire 
in the near future and was on approved time off, 
however, she unexpectedly lost her life to intes-
tinal cancer. 

Her contributions to the Department during her 
32 years of dedicated service were many and varied. 
The units she worked at included: Men’s Central 
Jail, Twin Towers, Inmate Reception Center and 
Century Regional Detention Facility. 

Linda was born on December 14, 1951. She is 
survived by her husband of 42 years, Bernard Wash-
ington; three children, Bernard Jr. (42), Aaron (37) 
and Dana (30); two grandchildren, Bernard III and 
Joshua Washington; and four siblings, Florine Stan-
sell, Myrtle Everage, Deborah Stevens and Robert E. 
Smith. Myrtle Everage (sister) retired in 2002, after 
serving 27 years as an L.A. County deputy sheriff.

Funeral services were held on May 27 at the 
Tabernacle Faith Missionary Baptist Church in 
Los Angeles. CRDF pallbearers were Carlos Alfaro, 
Jesus Gaytan, and Lizeth Verdugo. On behalf of 
CRDF, we will miss Linda dearly. We extend our 
prayers and condolences to her family and friends. 

A VISION BECOMING A REALITY
“When good people come together, good things 

happen,” said Officer Timothy Coker. Something 
new is brewing at CRDF, thanks to Special Enforce-
ment Bureau’s Deputy John Montenegro, Ernest 
Langdon (from Langdon Tactical Inc.) and our very 
own Officer Timothy Coker. They have created an 
all-female team that will dedicate a year of training 
to compete in the Annual All State Steel Challenge 
and Pistol Competition in May 2016.

The goal is to educate and encourage women 
about firearm usage and safety, and to promote 
women’s shooting interest and participation in 
the competitive shooting sports. The vision was 

sparked by Deputy Montenegro 
during a casual conversation with 
two friends, Officer Coker and 
Mr. Langdon. They recognized 
many talented female deputies 
who possessed excellent shoot-
ing skills and realized there was 
a need for an organized competi-
tive team to represent the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment. All three instructors, who 
come from a diverse background 
and bring various skills to the 
team, work well together and 
have a common goal to help lead 
this women’s team to success. 

During this journey to the 
competition, these three coaches hope to expand 
the firearms team, gain additional resources and 
organize training events that are geared to develop 
each team member’s technique. The team mem-
bers will be dedicating their personal time and 
taking on the finances in hopes for a big win at 
the competition. 

The picture shown was taken during an off-duty 
class in which Bill Go, director of training at Aca-
demi, West Coast Division, and Officer Tim Coker 
were the instructors. The team consists of CRDF 
Deputies Diana Ramey, Yen To, Priscilla Rodriguez, 
Hilary Kautz and Special Victims Bureau Deputy 
Amber Montenegro (not pictured). 

On behalf of CRDF, a special thank-you to Bill 
Go for sharing his expertise with the team. We 
would also like to give a special thank-you to Dep-
uty Montenegro, Officer Coker and Mr. Langdon 
for transforming your vision into action. We look 

forward to hearing about this exciting journey. If 
anyone is interested in this program, please contact 
Officer Timothy Coker.

SOFTBALL GAME BBQ 
Senior Deputy Thomas Fertal, team captain 

of “The Scrubs,” and Sergeant Kellee Hicks, team 
captain of the “Run and Gun Girls,” were proud to 
show off their amazing teams at a softball scrim-
mage and barbecue on May 21. The teams will be 
participating in the Police Games on June 5. 

After the game, “Team Mom” Officer Lisa Payne 
organized a delicious barbecue with lots of good 
food. Officer Payne and grill master Senior Deputy 
Allison Luther, along with everyone’s contribu-
tions, made this barbecue a great success. CRDF 
will be cheering for all of you on June 5.

By Andrea Arroyo
Century Regional Detention Facility

continued on page 18
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I n 1962, Congress recognized the vital role 
law enforcement officers hold in protect-
ing the rights and security of all citizens, 

and deemed it fitting for the people to join 
in commemorating past and present law 
enforcement officers. It requested President 
John F. Kennedy sign Presidential Proclama-
tion 3537, which identifies law enforcement’s 
upward-moving efficiency, and articulates the 
importance of the people knowing and under-
standing what is endured by law enforcement 

and the necessity for them to cooperate. It also 
expresses thanks: 

“Whereas it is fitting and proper that we express 
our gratitude for the dedicated service and coura-
geous deeds of law enforcement officers and for the 
contributions they have made to the security and 
well-being of all our people; designated to nation-
ally honor those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.”

Because of this Proclamation, one special day 
and one special week were nationally dedicated 
to honoring law enforcement officers. May 15 

is now known as Peace Officers Memorial Day, 
and the calendar week in which May 15 falls is 
known as Police Week.

Since 1976, Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s per-
sonnel have paid homage to our fallen co-workers  
and brethren during National Police Week by par-
ticipating in the Memorial Torch Relay Run. The 
torch is carried by one runner from each main-
land Sheriff ’s station, leading the way over 300 
miles, nonstop, for three days. Each year, nearly 
2,000 runners participate in the relay. 

PEACE OFFICERS’  

Memorial
BY LILLIAN PECK
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At the end of its journey, the torch is passed 
from the final carrier to the Sheriff at the Los 
Angeles County Peace Officers’ Memorial Cer-
emony. This special ceremony is held the week 
following National Law Enforcement Week and 
commemorates the lives of those peace officers 
who died in the line of duty while serving the 
residents of Los Angeles County. 

The 46th Annual Los Angeles County Peace 
Officers’ Memorial Ceremony was presided over 
by Sheriff Jim McDonnell on Wednesday, May 
20, in the Memorial Park at the Sheriff ’s Training 
Academy and Regional Services (STARS) Center 
in Whittier. Attending the memorial ceremony 
were numerous federal, state and local dignitar-
ies, in addition to family members, friends and 
co-workers of the fallen officers. The ceremony 
included musical performances by members of 
law enforcement and the release of white doves 
on behalf of the fallen officers. 

Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe, 
Fourth District, was the keynote speaker and 
Supervisor Michael Antonovich, Fifth District 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, was 
an honorable guest.

Regrettably, the names of the following officers 
were added to the Memorial Wall:

•	 Lieutenant Patrick L. Libertone, Los Ange-
les County Sheriff’s Department, who died 
on August 12, 2014, after suffering a major 
heart attack during a traffic stop.

•	 Officer Jordan Corder, Covina Police 
Department, who died on September 30, 
2014, from fatal injuries sustained in a 
traffic collision when an SUV attempted 
to make a left turn in front of him, causing 
a head-on collision and Officer Corder to 
be thrown from his motorcycle.

•	 Officer Shaun R. Diamond, Pomona Police 
Department, who died on October 29, 2014, 
from a single shotgun wound to the back 
of the neck, fired upon him as Officer Dia-
mond and his team breached the door of 
a residence during the service of a search 
warrant in the City of San Gabriel. 

•	 Officer Roberto C. Sanchez, Los Angeles 
Police Department, who died on May 3, 
2014, from fatal injuries incurred when the 
patrol car in which he and his partner were 
driving was intentionally rammed at a high 
rate of speed by another vehicle, trapping 
both officers inside.

In addition, historical research determined 
that 14 Los Angeles County peace officers lost 

their lives in the line of duty between the years 
1853 and 2000. Their names were also placed on 
the Memorial Wall: 

•	 Deputy George W. Gillis, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department

•	 Motor Officer Robert B. Ross, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department

•	 Constable John “Jack” Wheelan, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department

•	 Marshal Charles Lehman, Anaheim 
Marshal’s Office

•	 Officer David D. Irwin, California 
Highway Patrol

•	 Officer William H. Waggoner, Long 
Beach Police Department

•	 Officer Neville Batt, Los Angeles Police 
Department

•	 Officer James F. Crehan, Los Angeles 
Police Department

•	 Officer John E. Dunphy, Los Angeles 
Police Department

•	 Officer Michael Lee Edwards, Los Angeles 
Police Department

•	 Lieutenant Charles E. Johnson, Los 
Angeles Police Department

continued on page 18
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NARCOTICS FIND
C R DF ’s  O p e r at i on 

Safe Jail (OSJ) would like 
to give a big shout-out to 
Sergeant Rebecca Vaughn 
and her reception staff 
for helping with a nar-
cotics investigation on 
Wednesday, May 6. The 
investigation even resulted 
in a search warrant being 
written. It was amazing to 
see the reception staff col-
laborate with OSJ in the 
investigation. Thank you, 

Sergeant Vaughn and reception staff, for your 
great teamwork.

WELCOME TO CRDF
CRDF welcomes 12 deputies to our facility. 

Deputy Class #405 joined us at the end of May, and 
we wish them the very best. Class #405 includes the 
following: Ashley Cantor, Desiree Flores, Claudia 
Gomez, Jillian Mabee, Alissa Perez, Liliam Pineda 
and Nellie Viveros. We also welcome to our CRDF 
family: Deputies Joel Garnica, Hugo Gonzalez, Jorge 
Gutierrez, Ryan Garcia and Andy Jones. 

As always, CRDF believes in “Excellence 
through People” like all of you, so keep up the 
wonderful work and be safe!  I

•	 Officer John T. Lawler, Los Angeles Police 
Department

•	 Officer Leo Wise, Los Angeles Police 
Department

•	 Officer James P. Wylie, Los Angeles Police 
Department

Bronze plaques inscribed with the names of 
these 18 officers now join the 495 law enforcement 
officers’ names already on the Memorial Wall.

During the ceremony, Sheriff McDonnell 
accepted the torch and used it to light the memo-
rial flame, which stands next to the Los Angeles 
County Peace Officers’ Memorial Wall, in tribute 
to the honored fallen officers.

In his speech, Sheriff McDonnell encouraged all 
sworn personnel in attendance to take heart despite 

the many current challenges facing law enforce-
ment. “It is a tough time to be a peace officer. And 
so, to you, I say take pride in the fact that more 
people applaud you than denigrate you. Take pride 
in the majority of community members who sup-
port your work in protecting lives and property.” 

Sheriff McDonnell was joined on stage by 
Deputy Chief Julian Harvey, Anaheim Police 
Department; Assistant Chief Chris O’Quinn, 
California Highway Patrol; Chief Kim Raney, 
Covina Police Department; Assistant Chief Earl 
Paysinger, Los Angeles Police Department; Chief 
Robert Luna, Long Beach Police Department; and 
Chief Paul Capraro, Pomona Police Department; 
who assisted in the wreath presentation honoring 
the 18 officers.

Sheriff ’s Information Bureau Captain Shaun 
Mathers was the master of ceremonies. In closing, 
he stated, “Today we honored the dedication of 
these fine officers who made the ultimate sacrifice 
in serving their communities.”

Mutatis mutandis: As law enforcement officers, 
we are called on to be many things in an eye blink; 
expected to fluidly accommodate a dynamic set of 
circumstances. Often, ironically, as peace officers 
we find little peace. But we do not shy away from 
uncertainty. We do not fear aggression. We work 
hard to make peace for others because it is our goal. 
And hopefully at our days’ end, we receive it, as well. 

Thank you to our fallen brothers and sisters 
who gave their lives in pursuit of goodness. We 
wish you peace.  I

Peace Officers’ Memorial  continued from page 17

Century Regional Detention Facility  continued from page 15
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COUNTY MOUNTIES 

This is the first monthly arti-
cle about the magnificent 
meanderings of the Mounted 

Enforcement Detail (MED). For 
deputies assigned to MED, it can 
be frustrating that many Depart-
ment members are still unaware of 
our existence, who we are and what 
we do. When MED is mentioned, 
most who have heard of us think of 
the Posse and think we are one and 
the same. Not so. The Posse is a great 
group of people, mostly civilian vol-
unteers and a few reserve deputies 
who belong to individual Posse teams 
at various stations. The Mounted Enforcement 
Detail is composed almost entirely of full-time 
deputy sheriffs. We have two reserves who ride with 
us and two who work as ground support, but the 
rest are regular deputies. MED, originally assigned 
to SEB, is now assigned to Parks Bureau. There are 
currently four deputies and a sergeant assigned 
to MED as their full-time jobs (more to be added 
soon). Twenty more deputies and a few sergeants 
are collaterally assigned, meaning they work a pri-
mary assignment somewhere on the Department 
with MED as an additional duty.

The MED mission is twofold. For the full-time 
team, the primary responsibility is patrolling 
the parks and working various special events as 
requested. Pictured are five MED deputies and 
their horses at the recent Law Enforcement Memo-
rial ceremonies in Sacramento. Parks is a great fit 
for MED, as the horses allow deputies to get to areas 
not often patrolled or difficult to access. The mere 

presence of MED can have a substantial deterrent 
effect, as deputies up high on a horse are easy to 
see by bad guys looking for easy targets. Pictured 
are Deputies Hill Goedhart and Frank Bausmith 
checking out a residentially challenged visitor at 
Alondra Park. Perhaps the greatest benefit of MED 
is the positive public relations we can create while 
still doing an enforcement job. Everyone loves 
horses. Smiling children and beautiful women 
run up to say “hi” and ask to pet our horses. These 
interactions provide the opportunity for people to 
see deputies in a different light … more like fire-
fighters … everyone’s friend and hero! 

The second MED mission is crowd control. 
MED is part of the Sheriff ’s Response Team 
(SRT) and responds to large crowd events where 
the possibility of civil unrest is high. A dozen 
or more horses ridden by deputies in riot gear 
tends to cause crowds of unruly people to want 
to vacate the area and move down the street. 

The huge advantage of MED in a 
crowd-control situation is we can 
cause that movement of the crowd 
with no use of force; people just 
want to get out of the way of a big 
animal that might step on them. 
The implications of this from a risk-
management perspective cannot be 
overstated. Crowds are much more 
likely to resist teams of officers on 
the ground that then have to choose 
between engaging in a standoff or 
using some level of force to get the 
crowd to move. Horses are an effec-
tive crowd-control tool that is still 
as viable today as it was 100 years 

ago. Pictured are MED deputies in formation 
practicing crowd-control tactics.

It takes an extraordinary commitment to 
work MED. Most people do not understand what 
it takes simply to get one’s horse ready and to the 
deployment location, let alone work effectively 
from horseback. It’s not all glamour; it takes a 
lot of work and skill. More than a few perspec-
tive MED deputies have fallen off a horse in the 
process of learning, with bruises and broken 
bones a result. Yet those who make the team 
have summoned the courage to get back in the 
saddle, push past the pain and put in the work 
needed. The expression on our faces might be a 
grimace from the pain, but it’s probably a smile, 
because there is just something special about 
getting to ride a horse as your radio car. The next 
time you see us patrolling your area or working 
an event, come up and say, “Hi.” We’ll let you 
pet our horse.  I

By Dave Sauer
Mounted Enforcement Detail
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Greetings from South Los Angeles Station!
It has been several months since our 

last Star News entry and the Station has 
undergone some changes. We had been under 
the leadership of Captain Eli Vera for approxi-
mately 18 months. In his time here, Captain Vera 
guided our Station with great ambition for the 
future of our Department, while maintaining 
the Department’s Core Values. Captain Vera was 
subsequently transferred to a new unit. Filling 
in behind Captain Vera was Lieutenant Richard 
Westin. Lieutenant Westin took command of our 
Station when we were in a time of limbo. Lieu-
tenant Westin’s steadfast leadership navigated 
us through some very rough waters. Lieutenant 
Westin, we are truly grateful for all that you have 
done for us. You are and will be missed. Thank 
you. To Captain Vera, your constant support for 
South L.A. will always be greatly appreciated and 
will never be forgotten. You are and will be missed 
as well. Thank you both for your service here at 
South L.A. and for all of your support. Best of luck 
to you both in your new endeavors.  

We welcome Captain Steve Sciacca, a 26-year 
veteran of the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department. He was recently 
promoted to the rank of cap-
tain and assigned to South Los 
Angeles Station.

Captain Sciacca’s career 
began in April 1989. After 
graduating from the Academy, 
he held various positions at 
Biscailuz Center, Lakewood 
Station and Sheriff ’s Head-
quarters Bureau. Captain 
Sciacca promoted to the rank 
of sergeant in 2000 and held 
positions at East Los Angeles 
Station, Operation Safe Streets 
Bureau and in the Office of the 
Sheriff. Captain Sciacca pro-
moted to the rank of lieutenant 
in 2008 and held positions at 
Lakewood Station, Operation 
Safe Streets Bureau and Central 
Patrol Division Headquarters. 

We welcome Captain Sciacca. 
We would also like to wel-

come Lieutenant April Tardy, 
who will be working alongside 
Captain Sciacca.

Lieutenant Tardy was promoted to sergeant 
while working Operation Safe Streets at Comp-
ton Station. She promoted and remained at 
Compton Station and worked patrol, DB and 
operations.  When Lieutenant Tardy was pro-
moted to lieutenant, she was assigned to Men’s 

Central Jail, then transferred to Carson Sher-
riff ’s Station, where she worked patrol and 
became the DB lieutenant.  Lieutenant Tardy is 
now our operations lieutenant, and we welcome 
her to the South Los Angeles family.  

SOUTH LOS ANGELES 
10-33 BENEFIT RIDE

This South Los Angeles Station hosted our 
fifth annual 10-33 Benefit Ride on Saturday, 
May 9. This annual charity motorcycle ride was 
hosted to benefit the families of downed peace 
officers and firefighters. Approximately 600 
motorcycle riders were in attendance. The event 
kicked off at Eagle Rider in the city of Haw-
thorne. The riders enjoyed a long, casual 45-mile 
escorted ride through the city of Los Angeles 
to their destination, the Gaslamp in the city of 
Long Beach. The crowd enjoyed a day filled with 
live music performed by Wanted, featuring the 
music of Bon Jovi, and excellent food. There was 
also an “equal opportunity drawing” and prizes, 
which included a 2015 Harley-Davidson Dyna 
Street Bob. For those in attendance, it was a tre-
mendous, heartwarming turnout to pay tribute 
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to our fallen and their families. The event paid 
tribute to the following personnel:  

Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department: 
Lieutenant Patrick Libertone and Officer Dan-
iel Ryan Ackerman; Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Department: Officers Igor Soldo and 
Alyn Beck; Pomona Police Department: Offi-
cer Shaun Diamond; Placer County Sheriff ’s 
Department: Detective Michael Davis Jr.; Sac-
ramento County Sheriff ’s Department: Deputy 
Danny Oliver; and Ventura County Sheriff ’s 
Department: Deputy Eugene Kostiuchenko and 
Deputy Irma Rayas.

For anyone who has not attended this event, 
you should seriously consider attending next 
year’s event. It is a great way to honor our fallen 
and raise funds for their families, along with 
bringing awareness to the community. It is also a 
great way to be reunited with family and friends 
from our Department and other agencies.

Thank you to all who volunteered their time 
to make this event happen. Special thanks go 
out to Deputy Alfred Lio, Deputy Robert Maas, 
Deputy Brian Vernay and Deputy Alex Valiente, 
who organized this grand and successful event. 
Congratulations, gentlemen, for a job well done. 
The 10-33 Benefit Ride has now been left in the 
hands of Deputies Maas, Vernay, Valiente and 
Nicholas. We look forward to seeing what you 
gentlemen have in store for us next year. We say 
farewell to Deputies Alfred Lio, Christian Perez 
and Fred Nunes, who organized the ride for the 
last three years. These deputies’ dedication to 
this event was a representation of ensuring the 

traditions of remembering and honoring our 
fallen. Thank you.   

Congratulations to our Baker to Vegas team, 
led by team captain Deputy David Duarte. 
The team finished in seventh, earning them a 
mug in a new and tougher category competing 
against stations that had up to 500 personnel. 
Overall, the team finished in 75th place, plac-
ing the team 10 spots higher than the previous 
year. Job well done to all of the runners and 
support team. 

NEWEST ARRIVALS
We’ve had quite a few new arrivals to the 

South Los Angeles Station since our last issue. 
We will try our best to acknowledge all Station 
personnel who have been blessed with a new baby! 
Congratulations are in order for the following 
personnel: Deputy Lisa Moya, Deputy Erica Ortiz 
(Serrano), Deputy Samuel Gomez, Deputy Josh 
Kelley-Eklund and Deputy Anthony Maldonado. 
Moms, dads and babies are all doing great.

SOUTH LOS ANGELES 
STATION PROMOTIONS 

Deputy Albert Bertieri promoted to sergeant.
Deputy Barbara Wengert promoted to detective.
Deputy Diana Shaw promoted to detective.
Deputy Douglas Herb promoted to detective.
Good luck to all of you. Thank you for your 

dedicated service to South Los Angeles. 

SOUTH LOS ANGELES 
STATION TRANSFERS

Captain Eliezer Vera, Lieutenant Richard 
Westin, Lieutenant Albert Ortiz, Sergeant James 
Grubb, Sergeant David Sum, Sergeant Richard 
Conley Jr., Sergeant Eric Odenthal, Sergeant Roel 
Garcia, Sergeant Shawn Shaw, Sergeant Robert 
Weber, Deputy Alfred Lio, Deputy Joe Medina, 
Deputy Rodney Anderson, Deputy Dennis 
Woullard Jr., Deputy Robert Lim, Deputy Eric 
Moyer and Deputy Robert Okamoto.

Best of luck to all of you in your new endeav-
ors. Thank you for time and service to South 
Los Angeles.  

Our memorial wall and 
fountain are near completion. 
The construction has been an 
ongoing effort for the last two 
years and has been an enormous 
undertaking. The construction 
of this project has taken lon-
ger than expected to properly 
memorialize our fallen Lennox 
Station deputies and those who 
worked at the “red brick build-
ing.” The fountain is dedicated 
to our fallen Station person-
nel, and our alumni wall is to 
commemorate all who proudly 
served at Lennox Station. 

The FTOs received special 
training last month from mem-
bers of the Special Enforcement 
Bureau, Homicide Bureau and 
Advocacy. We would like to 
take a moment to thank every-
one who came out to provide us 
with this exceptional training. 
Thank you.  I

	 July 2015	 Star News	 21



By Gabriela Murillo
Inmate Reception Center

Greetings, everyone! My name is Deputy 
Gabriela Murillo. I have just started my 
career with the Sheriff’s Department, so 

I am extremely humbled by the opportunity to 
write for IRC. I look forward to sharing with you 
everything that is going on at IRC this year! 

GREAT OBS ARREST
On March 12, at approximately 0335 hours, 

Deputies Haisung Choi and Brandon Barr made 
an excellent obs arrest while “prowling.” While on 
detail, they observed two suspicious male Hispan-
ics standing next to an illegally parked vehicle. 

Deputies Choi and Barr contacted the two 
males, conducted a pat-down cursory search and 
recovered illegal narcotics, money, a digital scale 
and two loaded handguns. Both suspects were in 
possession of the handguns and were convicted 
felons. They were obviously up to no good. 

Because of Deputies Choi and Barr’s keen 
observation skills, two dangerous individuals 
were apprehended. Great job, deputies! Keep up 
the good work! 

B2V
I realize this is a late announcement and the 

2015 Baker to Vegas Challenge Cup Relay has 
already passed; however, I would like to recognize 
IRC’s runners and support team for representing 
IRC well. Congratulations to the following run-
ners who participated: Cervantes, L.; Garcia, A.; 
Dinsmoor, M.; Ehrhorn, A.; Rondon, A.; Ponce, 
C.; Sahagun, S.; Loomis, D.; Micek, C.; Cruz-
Ortiz, M.; Gonzales, J.; Benedict, A.; Jaime, T.; 
Rodriguez, M.; Anya, M.; Porteous, R.; Murillo, 
G.; Garcia, C.; Flores, S.; and Woods, B. 

Our IRC team placed 81st overall and 11th in 
our category with the time of 16:42:01. A spe-
cial thank-you to team captains Senior Deputy 

Carmen Bazyouros, Lieutenant Byron Woods, 
Sergeant Lucas Darland and Deputy Robert 
Porteous. Our team would not have succeeded 
without your hard work and dedication!

BATTLE OF THE BADGES
On May 15, Deputy Kendra Hendrick com-

peted for her first time in this year’s Battle of 
the Badges. The event was packed with boxing 
fans and a sellout crowd at the Quiet Cannon 
in Montebello. Deputy Hendrick fought Isabel 
“Sweet Punch” Sandoval, with Sweet Punch in 
the red corner and Deputy Hendrick in the blue 
corner. There were three two-minute rounds, but 
ultimately, Deputy Hendrick won by unanimous 
decision. 

All proceeds went to the USMC Devil Pups, 
Sheriff’s YAL Boxing and the LASD Boxing Team. 
Excellent job, Deputy Hendrick! Congratulations 
on your hard-fought boxing match!

MEMORIAL TORCH RELAY RUN
This year, personnel from across L.A. County 

participated in the 38th Annual Memorial Torch 
Relay Run. Approximately 20 runners from IRC 
participated in the Memorial Run. This year, IRC 
personnel and family ran the seven-mile leg from 
Pico Rivera Sheriff’s Station to Norwalk Sheriff’s 
Station. Among the 14 peace officers recognized, 
Lieutenant Patrick Libertone paid the ultimate 
sacrifice on August 12, 2014. This was my first 
time running as a deputy and it was amazing to 
see our team come together to support our fallen 
brothers and sisters.

POLICE UNITY TOUR
Every year, bicyclists nationwide participate 

in the Police Unity Tour, a three-day fundrais-
ing bicycle ride from Newark, New Jersey, to the 

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. 

This year, nearly 1,800 bicyclists made the 
300-mile trip. Among those riders, 22 bicyclists 
represented LASD for the Southern Califor-
nia Chapter, including our own Deputy Yvette 
Ortega and Sergeant Devon Akita, along with 
Custody Division Commander Kelley Fraser. For 
Sergeant Akita, it was her second year partici-
pating in the tour. Sergeant Akita stated it was 
a tough ride, but the “pain you go through is so 
insignificant compared to the pain the survivors 
have to endure.”

The tour began on May 10 from Newark, New 
Jersey, to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, approxi-
mately 70 miles. On May 11, bicyclists rode 
approximately 104 miles from Philadelphia to 
Baltimore, Maryland. The tour ended on May 
12, with bicyclists riding approximately 50 miles 
from Baltimore to Washington, D.C. 

Two candlelight vigils were held. One on 
May 13 with support for LAPD at the Arlington 
National Memorial, and another on May 15 at the 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial. 

Way to go, Deputy Ortega and Sergeant Akita! 
Thank you for representing IRC and Custody 
Division in this incredible nationwide event!

DEPARTURE
Congratulations to Operations Lieutenant 

Stan Penner. By the time this article prints, he 
will be retired after more than 30 years of ser-
vice. Lieutenant Penner, thank you for your many 
years of service and dedication to the Depart-
ment. Good luck in your retirement! Lieutenant 
Tri Hoang will be our new operations lieutenant. 
Congratulations, sir, and welcome aboard!

Well, this wraps up my first article for IRC. 
Until next month everyone, arrivederci!  I

August 5  
Elephant Bar Restaurant 
12002 Lakewood Blvd. 

Downey

September 2  
Matt Denny’s  

145 E. Huntington Drive 
Arcadia

October 7  
Marino’s Italian Restaurant  

17126 Bellflower Blvd. 
Bellflower

November 4  
Northwoods Inn  

14305 Firestone Blvd.  
La Mirada

 December 2  
Villa Tepeyac Mexican Restaurant 

2200 E. Garvey Blvd.  
West Covina

L.A. County Retired Marshals Lunches for 2015
ALL LUNCHES ARE SCHEDULED FOR 12 NOON
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HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Ilove the Fourth of July! It always takes me 
back to the small town in Arkansas where 
I grew up. We had fireworks, barbecue 

picnics, sweet tea, pie, a parade, carnival and 
political speakers (I never was a fan, but talked 
with former Governor Clinton a few times at 
these events). Oh yes, he did become president 
(again, not a fan). 

After Uncle Sam, or should I say Chesty 
Puller, United States Marines, brought me to 
California at the age of 17, my Fourth of July 
celebrations changed. As a Marine, the holi-
day was big with Marine bands and speeches 
from generals (yawn). I would then venture to 
the beach for a small get-together with other 
Marines for a barbecue and a nice evening. 

Now that I’m older, I get to go to one of the 
biggest and brightest fireworks displays in 
Southern California, which can be found at the 
Rose Bowl Stadium in Pasadena. They have food 
and entertainment from motorcycle stunts to 
special musical performances, which precede 
the explosive finale.

Here are a few quotes about the Fourth from 
some people who think they are famous:

“Dear America, Happy Independence day 
and thanks for running the world since we 
retired. China wants the job, but hang in there. 
Luv, England.” — Ricky Gervais

“Happy birthday, USA! If we’d never rebelled 
against England we’d all be playing soccer, 
driving on the left side and watching the UK 
Office.” — Rainn Wilson

“Happy Fourth of July, although I don’t sup-
port celebrating a bunch of rebels defeating an 
empire.”— Darth Vader

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT’S 38TH 
ANNUAL MEMORIAL TORCH 
RELAY RUN, MAY 15 TO 17

The California Peace Officers’ Memorial Torch 
Relay run was established in 1976 to honor the 
memory of those brave, dedicated individuals 
in Los Angeles County who have sacrificed their 
lives in the performance of their duties. 

This three-day relay run entailed 58 legs, each 
approximately five to six miles in length, total-
ing 339 miles overall. The relay run began at the 

Sherman Block Sheriff’s Headquarters Building 
and traveled to each mainland Sheriff’s station. 
Parks Bureau personnel and their families partici-
pated and carried the symbolic torch on Friday, 
May 15. This stage of the relay was approximately 
six miles, lasting about one hour. Captain Holly 
Perez took the torch from San Dimas Sheriff’s Sta-
tion personnel in front of the San Dimas Station. 
We traveled East through Bonelli Park to Fairplex 
Drive and Valley Boulevard, where Parks Bureau 
personnel handed the torch off to Walnut Sheriff’s 
Station personnel. Walnut staff carried the torch 
from there toward the city of Walnut. 

By Paul Schrader
Parks Bureau

continued on page 24

	 July 2015	 Star News	 23



By Mike Rodi

I hope everyone and their families are doing 
well.

Department employees, and in par-
ticular law enforcement personnel, have used 
humor for relieving stress. With that being said, 
I have a funny story to share.

Last month, my dog had injured himself by 
inhaling something (maybe a foxtail) through 
his nose. I took him to the vet. I was a little 
shocked at how expensive the vet bill was. The 
following day, I was able to pick up a quick over-
time spot at a facility close to me. Being a new 
dog owner, I decided to ask a bunch of younger 
deputies about the outrageous vet prices.

One of the deputies attempted to make me 
feel a little better by telling me his story about 
his dog and his vet bill.

Several months back, his dog had been bitten 

in the nose by a rattlesnake. He and his wife 
rushed their lab to the vet, where they were able 
to save him for a small fee of $3,500. Wow! I 
suddenly didn’t feel so bad. One of the other 
deputies asked the guy if he thought of just 
letting the dog pass because of the bill being 
so high. The deputy looked at both of us and 
explained. The dog had actually jumped in 
front of his wife to save her from getting bitten 
by the snake on a hike. She would have been 
bitten if it wasn’t for their dog jumping to her 
rescue. It would have been a little hard con-
vincing his wife that the dog wasn’t worth the 
$3,500. Although the dog lived and is doing 
fine, the deputy said he still shakes his head in 
disgust every time he sees him. I asked, “Why?” 
He explained, “Look, I love my wife more than 
anything, but if that dumb dog didn’t jump in 

front of the snake and she got bitten, it would 
have been a $10 co-pay at most.” Now that’s 
funny! 

We have been very busy in the month of May. 
On May 5, 6 and 7, we had our Peer Support 
certification training. I would like to wel-
come eight new members: Quoia Griffin, Toni 
Veridiano, Felipe Perez, Erica Lozano-Lopez, 
Ronald Klumpp, Holly Gruppie, Sam Rizkalla 
and Benjamin Verduzco. These are members of 
our Department who have volunteered to step 
up and make themselves available for others. 
We really appreciate their contributions.

On May 13, we had a Vets4Vets training at 
Wayside Honor Ranch. 

On May 27, we joined Burbank P.D. for our 
Peer Support quarterly training at the Burbank 
Police Station. I

After the run, about 25 of our runners and 
bicyclists gathered for a barbecue at Bonelli Sta-
tion. The barbecue ribs were the best! Security 
Officer Welch can throw down!

On Wednesday, May 20, the memorial flame at 
the Los Angeles County Peace Officers’ Memorial 
Wall was ignited in tribute to the fallen officers. 
Note: This is a special way to honor law enforce-
ment with the members of the public. If you never 
attended one of these events, I challenge you that 
you should. 

I would like to leave you with the words from 
that oh-so-intelligent Truman Burbank: “Good 
morning, and in case I don’t see ya, good after-
noon, good evening and good night!”  I

Parks Bureau  continued from page 23

Member Submissions  
Wanted for Star News

Make sure you are represented in your publication! 
It’s easy to get the word out every month about Station news, 
retirement gatherings and upcoming events. Just email your 
articles, photos and flyers to starnews@lasd.org by the first of 
the month to be included in the following month’s issue.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RETIREES OF THE  
LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Thank you for your many years of dedicated service to our Department.  
We wish you long life, happiness, relaxation and many years of personal fulfillment.

Maria D. Arellano 
Food Services

Richard W. Barrett 
Norwalk Station

Sharon L. Byrd 
Records and Identification Bureau

Maria J. Czarnocki 
South Facility

Yvette R. Deans 
Facilities Services

Tony Forlano 
Special Operations Bureau

Sylvia A. Garcia 
Personnel Administration

Andrew J. Guthrie 
Cerritos Station

Irene J. Hampton 
Court Services East Bureau

Patsy O. Hazlett 
Laundry Services

James Hu 
Facilities Services Bureau

Emma J. Jackson 
Court Services West Bureau

James M. Janoian 
Civil Management Bureau

Jeanette D. Kirschner 
Medical Services Bureau

James R. Lopez 
East Patrol Division

Rene M. Loquet 
East Patrol Division

Christopher P. Matthews 
Palmdale Station

Raymond W. Moeller 
Internal Criminal Investigations Bureau

Jeremiah F. Otis 
North County Correctional Facility

Stanley E. Penner 
Inmate Reception Center

Timothy A. Phillips 
Special Operations Bureau

Orlando H. Pile 
Medical Services Bureau

Carol A. Prentice 
Homeland Services Division 
Headquarters

Janet Ramirez 
Norwalk Station

Michael F. Santana 
South Facility

Stephan A. Schliebe 
Scientific Services Bureau

Frances M. Smith 
Medical Services Bureau

Phillip D. Solano 
Walnut Station

Shirley W. Tam 
Financial Programs

Betty J. Thomas 
Twin Towers Correctional Facility

Miguel A. Vega 
Court Services East Bureau

SHERIFFS’ RELIEF ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL ELECTION

The Sheriffs’ Relief Association General 
Election of Trustees will be held in 
November 2015. Three trustee posi-

tions of active members will be selected by vote 
of the membership. Incumbents Rich Mara-

diaga and John McBride will be running for 
re-election and there will be one open position. 
One trustee position of retired members will be 
selected by vote of the membership.  Incumbent 
J.P. Harris will be running for re-election for 
the retired position.  

Those members desirous of becoming can-

didates for this election may obtain nominating 
petitions from the Sheriffs’ Relief Association 
office. All valid petitions, with a statement 
and photo, must be filed at the Sheriffs’ Relief 
Association office before the close of business 
at 5 p.m., Friday, July 31. The term of office for 
trustees is three years.

Sheriffs’ Relief members can purchase 
discount tickets on our website.AVAILABLE 

NOW!
Go to www.sheriffsrelief.org. 
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There are times that demand a man be 
recognized, even when such recognition 
would never be sought. This is that time, 

and Daniel Castanon is that man.

Danny has been a member of our Depart-
ment since 1978, when he first hired on as a 
mechanic. In late 1987, he became a services 
assistant (now law enforcement technician) 
and transferred to Narcotics Bureau. He has 
devoted 37 years of his life to this Department, 
with nearly 28 of those years assigned to Narcot-
ics. During that time, to no one’s surprise, he 
racked up numerous professional commenda-
tions, up to and including a Division Chief ’s 
Award for excellence. His most distinguished 
award, however, is not one inscribed on parch-
ment, nor does it lie dormant among so many 
others in his personnel file. Instead, it is etched 
in the way he daily lives his life, and it is fully 
visible to all whose lives he has touched. He is 
a humble man, a simple man. He loves his fam-
ily and speaks of that love often. He does not 
complain or speak ill of others. While here, he 
simply remains focused on his job, reminding 

himself of God’s great blessings in his life. If 
his assistance or advice is ever needed, whether 
within the scope of his job or not, he is there. He 
will never say no or find an excuse. One would 
be hard pressed to find a negative comment said 
about him; and if one was uttered, it would be 
immediately discounted as slander or found to 
have been misspoken. Thank you, Danny, for 
your dedication to our Department and to our 
Bureau, and more importantly, for the example 
you provide each day. 

Speaking of Danny, there is a side to him 
perhaps not as well known. He is an avid musi-
cian — a guitarist and vocalist. As a matter of 
fact, he was a member of two bands in an ear-
lier time, a time we like to refer to as the ’70s. 
Yes, as a member of La Paz and Los Villistas, 
Danny performed everything from ranchera 

to folk, and from Santana and CCR to the best 
“lowrider” ballads out there. Yes, he was a star 
among stars, and yes, he really can be found in 
these two pictures! 

GLENN AGAIN
Mounted atop his sturdy steed, with images 

of the Lone Ranger dancing in his head, “Green-
horn Glenn,” the man formerly known as Narco 
K-9 Sergeant Glenn Emery, introduced his latest 
idea in experimental executive protection. Cute 
and cuddly gets the bad guy every time. We miss 
you, Glenn. We are still holding your item open.

PROMOTIONS
On Sunday, June 7, Detective Glen Stanley 

was promoted to bonus II investigator and 
assigned to one of our High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area (HIDTA) task forces. Described 
as “one of our best,” this seasoned narcotics 
investigator possesses an astounding expertise 
in multiple facets of the job, including inter-
view and interrogation, informant management, 
money laundering, asset forfeiture and under-
cover operations. On par with these skills is his 
prowess with everything computer related; from 
restricted local, state and federal law enforce-
ment databases to the immense and interesting 
world of open-source intelligence. His promo-
tion will certainly be a huge gain for HIDTA, but 
a definite loss for our anti-money-laundering 
team, to which his worth was proven time and 
time again. Best to you, Glenn. Well done! 

Likewise, congratulations are in order for 
Detective Jeff Alvarado, a veteran investigator 
previously assigned to our South Los Angeles 
Station crew. On June 7, Jeff also promoted to a 
bonus II investigator position at HIDTA. Highly 
respected by his previous team and supervi-
sors, Jeff was extremely productive in narcotics 

By Terry Wenger and Daniel “Danny” Castanon
Narcotics Bureau
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enforcement. Without a doubt, his strong work 
ethic will greatly benefit the HIDTA task force 
he is now part of as it conducts its complex 
investigations into high-level drug trafficking 
organizations operating within our borders. 

MOVING ON
Two of our finest recently retired from the 

Department, with Narcotics Bureau being 
their final assignments. Detective Tony Ponce 
left after more than 32 years of dedicated and 
faithful service, while Detective Sergeant Tim 
Robarge left following more than 31 years. 
Tony spent nearly 25 years in Narcotics, being 
assigned as a member of the Major Violators 
Team, LAX Task Force and HIDTA. Tim spent 
the past three years attached to various station 
crews, culminating with his final assignment 
supervising personnel at the Los Angeles County 
Interagency Metropolitan Police Apprehension 
Crime Task Force (LA IMPACT), Group 2. Prior 
to this, Tim worked several specialized assign-
ments as a detective and supervisor, ranging 
from station detectives to Operation Safe Streets 
and the Gang Enforcement team, where he 
directly impacted violent street gang members 
terrorizing our communities. And finally, along 

with Tony, he spent his final years attacking the 
narcotics problem head-on, working feverishly 
to investigate major narcotics violators tied 
to national and international drug trafficking 
organizations. 

With a combined 60-plus years of dedicated 
and faithful service to the Department and the 
citizens of Los Angeles County, Tim and Tony 
are both owed a debt that cannot be repaid. 
But they would never ask for anything. They 
loved their jobs and kept at it, day after day, 
because they were convinced of the importance 
of what they were doing and what they were 
accomplishing in the world. After Tim’s retire-
ment party, his father reinforced this by saying, 
“Tim enjoyed his job so much that, from the 
very first day, he said he would do it for free.” 
I believe him. 

May you both be richly blessed as you enter 
this new chapter of life. You have our admiration 
and respect, and we are certain the good you 
have done will only continue. 

MOVING IN
As these two legends retire, we welcome 

aboard our newest detective, Goro Yoshida, 
from East Los Angeles Station. He is assigned 

to our Compton Station crew, one of our busi-
est, where I’m sure he is already making a dent 
in the narcotics-related crime affecting the city 
of Compton and its surrounding communities. 

FINAL RESPECTS
On Wednesday, May 20, at the 46th Annual 

Los Angeles County Peace Officers’ Memorial 
Ceremony at STARS Center, we stood together 
in somber silence as we reflected on the ultimate 
sacrifices of our law enforcement brethren, pay-
ing tribute to each and every one. So many lives 
lost in so many tragic and senseless ways. As 
we grieve and wonder why, hoping and praying 
there will be no more, let’s at least try to be there 
for each other, each day, not just today. Let’s try 
to be the family we were meant to be, and not 
the fragmented one we’ve somewhat become. I 
hope that makes sense. Keep safe, keep focused 
and remember we’re all in this together. 

And finally, June 16, marked the one-year 
passing of Alcides “Al” Rivera, who passed as a 
result of complications from an on-duty-related 
shoulder surgery. Al was an active 31-year LASD 
veteran with 23 years in Narcotics Bureau. Since 
we know he is watching over us, we say this: “Al, 
we miss you and will never forget you.”  I

ANTONIO G. DELGADILLO	 ACTIVE, DECEASED 05-04-15	 DEPUTY/COMMUNITY COLLEGE BUREAU

RICHARD D. DIETRICH JR.	 RETIRED 03-31-00, DECEASED 05-19-15	 LIEUTENANT/HOMICIDE 

LAWRENCE E. DYKHOUSE	 RETIRED 03-01-94, DECEASED 05-08-15	 COMMANDER/ADMIN

GUY F. EARL	 RETIRED 03-31-02, DECEASED 05-11-15	 SERGEANT/COURT SERVICES WEST

WALTER H. FOSTER	 RETIRED 03-31-86, DECEASED 05-12-15	 SERGEANT/RECORDS BUREAU

JACK L. HOLT	 RETIRED 05-29-84, DECEASED 05-13-15	 CAPTAIN/LENNOX STATION

WILLIAM H. MCGINNIS	 RETIRED 01-31-95, DECEASED 05-04-15	 DEPUTY/BISCAILUZ CENTER

SANDRA P. MOORE	 RETIRED 01-02-08, DECEASED 05-11-15	 CUSTODY RECORDS CLERK II/IRC

RICARDO A. OLVERA	 RETIRED 04-30-14, DECEASED 05-03-15	 PLUMBER/FACILITIES SERVICE BUREAU

GEORGE L. PEDERSON	 RETIRED 12-18-84, DECEASED 05-09-15	 CAPTAIN/WAYSIDE HONOR RANCH

GEORGE PHIPPS	 RETIRED 10-01-80, DECEASED 04-30-15	 SERGEANT/HEALTH AND SAFETY

IRMA N. RAYAS	 ACTIVE, DECEASED 05-06-15	 DEPUTY/COMPTON

LINDA G. WASHINGTON	 ACTIVE, DECEASED 05-15-15	 CUSTODY ASSISTANT/CRDF

FREDRIC A. WORMAN	 RETIRED 11-01-01, DECEASED 04-04-15	 DEPUTY IV/LENNOX STATION

ANTHONY S. YENGICH	 RETIRED 07-20-87, DECEASED 05-07-15	 MARSHALL/LONG BEACH COURT

AVIS TAN, HUSBAND OF ACTIVE MEMBER BEATRIZ M. TAN, DECEASED 05-01-15

VICTOR HALL, HUSBAND OF RETIRED MEMBER ARNECY HALL, DECEASED 05-23-15

I IN MEMORIAM I
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 BUY TICKETS ONLINE!
Select tickets available for purchase with a credit card through our website at www.sheriffsrelief.org.  

Member number will be your employee number (if retired, contact SRA office for retired member 
number). Password will be your last name, first letter capitalized, for your first time signing in.

AMC (unrestricted)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $8.00 .................................$11.00-$13.50 depending on location 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ages 3 and up

BOOMERS IRVINE .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $25.00 and up (several packages available) 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       $0.99 processing fee per transaction

DISCOVERY SCIENCE CENTER  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               $12.00/$10.00..........................................................$15.95/$12.95 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       (Children 3-11) 

DISNEY 1 DAY 1 PARK  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     $92.16/$86.40 .........................................................$99.00/$93.00 
Good thru 12/31/15 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $95.04/$89.28 (online price; Children 3-9)

DISNEY 1 DAY 2 PARK HOPPER .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               $138.00/$132.48 .................................................$155.00/$149.00 
Good thru 12/31/15 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $142.60/$137.08 (online price; Children 3-9)

KNOTT’S BERRY FARM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    $37.00/$30.00..........................................................$67.00/$37.00 
Good thru 12/31/15  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                        $35.00/$29.00 (online price) 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (Children 3-11; Senior 62+)....... $5.99 processing fee per transaction

KNOTT’S SOAK CITY  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $25.00/$23.00..........................................................$31.00/$27.00 
2015 Season (available online only)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  (Children 3-11; Senior 62+)....... $5.99 processing fee per transaction

LEGOLAND-Free 2nd Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   $70.00/$65.00....................................$85.00/$79.00  (1 day ticket) 
Good thru 12/31/15 (available online only)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   2nd Day Free within 90 days of first visit or before ticket expires 

LEGOLAND HOPPER-Free 2nd Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             $75.00/$70.00.................................$109.00/$103.00 (1 day ticket) 
Good thru 12/31/15 (available online only)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   2nd Day Free—all visits must be used by expiration date  
*See the LEGOLAND ad on page 38 for more information.

LONG BEACH AQUARIUM  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  $18.95/$11.95 .........................................................$28.95/$14.95  
Good thru 11/30/15 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $17.95/$10.95 (online price; Children 3-11) 

MAGIC MOUNTAIN  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $41.99......................................................................$72.99/$47.99  
Good thru 9/27/15 (available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            $8.99 processing fee per transaction

MAGIC MOUNTAIN-HURRICANE HARBOR .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       $25.99......................................................................$40.99/$32.99  
5/23/15-9/27/15 (available online only)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $8.99 processing fee per transaction

MEDIEVAL TIMES .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       $35.97/$27.71..........................................................$59.95/$36.95 
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       (Children 12 and under) 

RAGING WATERS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                        $29.99/$26.99..........................................................$41.99/$28.99  
(available online only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                       (Junior under 48”) 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $64.99 Season Pass..............................$1.25 processing fee per ticket

REGAL/EDWARDS (unrestricted) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              $8.50 .................................$11.00-$13.50 depending on location 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ages 3 and up

SEAWORLD 2nd Day Free  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $53.00/$53.00..........................................................$89.00/$83.00 
Good thru 12/25/15  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                        $59.00/$59.00 (online price; Children 3-9) 

SEAWORLD-Fun Card  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  $83.00/$83.00..........................................................$89.00/$83.00  
Good thru 12/31/15 (available online only)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $80.00/$80.00 (online price; Children 3-9) 

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     $84.00 3-Day pass (expires 2/11/16)......................$95.00/$87.00  
Good thru 12/31/15 (available online only)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $95.00 Buy a Day, Get 2015 Free (Children 3-9) 

IMPORTANT: PAYMENT-CASH OR CHECK ONLY IN OUR OFFICE (CHECK PAYMENT LIMIT=$750.00). TICKET LIMIT=10 PER ATTRACTION PER 
MONTH (EXCEPT FOR DISNEYLAND TICKETS, LIMIT IS ONLY 8) PER MEMBER. IF MEMBER IS HAVING SOMEONE OTHER THAN SPOUSE PICK UP 
TICKETS, ONLY THE MEMBER’S PERSONAL CHECK WITH EMPLOYEE # WRITTEN ON THE SAME CHECK IS ACCEPTED FOR PAYMENT. PLEASE 
READ AND CHECK INSTRUCTIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON THE BACK OF EACH TICKET BEFORE LEAVING THE TICKET COUNTER. ALL SALES 
ARE FINAL. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. ONLINE PRICING MAY DIFFER FROM IN-OFFICE PRICING.

ADDITIONAL SERVICE CHARGES MAY APPLY. PLEASE SEE INDIVIDUAL WEBSITES FOR DETAILS.  

REVISED 6/17/2015

ATTRACTION	 SRA PRICE	 REG. PRICE
	 Adult/Child	 Adult/Child

Sheriffs’ Relief Association 
SRA: (800) 544-4772/(562) 946-7081 (M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.),  

Emporium II: (562) 946-7271 (M-F, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), Emporium III: (661) 295-8030 
(Tu-Th, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.), 2015 Tickets Available & Sold To Members Only
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Fleet Sales & Leasing Manager
Serving the Community For Over 30 Years

Direct Line: 626.756.3846
Cell: 909.228.9916

Lmesquita@normreeveswc.com
normreeveswc.com
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Please Contact:
Louis Mesquita

1840 East Garvey Ave. South • West Covina, CA 91791

• Seven acres of cars, 
 trucks and SUVs
• Thirty full-service bays 
• Four express bays to get 
 you in and out fast

• WiFi & Big Screen TVs
• 10% off all Genuine 
 Honda Accessories
• 10,000 square foot 
 Parts Department

Appreciation Discount For All Sheriffs Personnel And Family Members
• College Graduate Programs
• Hassle Free Buying 
• All Credit Unions Accepted
• No Credit or Bad Credit? Ask About 
 Our First Time Buyer Program

• Serving the Community for 
 Over 30 Years
• Special APR Programs On
 Select Models
• Lease To Own Programs

• Price Protection Guarantee: If you
 can find the same new Honda for
 less  within 5 days, Norm Reeves will 
 pay you the difference or buy your 
 vehicle back. 

34

34

951.734.6020
1700 WEST 6TH ST., CORONA, CA 92882
LHMTOYOTACORONA.COM

SERVING THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
FOR OVER 20 YEARS.

Ask For: Barbra Marino
LASD REPRESENTATIVE

Special Pricing To All
LASD Active & Retired

Family Members

Special Fleet Pricing To ALL LASD Personnel & Families 
Call: John Bryant or Pierce Caine - Internet/Fleet Department  

909-451-8171 Direct Office Line 
email: jbryant@glendorahyundai.dealerspace.com

www.hyundaiofglendora.com
1253 S. Lone Hill Ave. Glendora, CA 91740GLENDORA HYUNDAI

Call Today!

Get the word out!

(818) 848-6397

www.911MEDIA.com
911MEDIA® is a division of Trade News International, Inc.

ATTENTION
ADVERTISERS!

Advertise in Star News!

www.911MEDIA.com

911MEDIA® is a division of Trade News International, Inc.
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llam@socalpenske.com
www.pensketoyotadowney.com
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	 July 2015	 Star News	 43UI&U does not discriminate in its policies or procedures and conforms with federal non-discriminatory regulations.

CONVENIENT
➤ Classes meet Saturday mornings at the  

L.A. County Sheriff’s Department STARS Center, 
11515 Colima Road, Whittier, CA 90604

AFFORDABLE
➤ Get a $3,000 discount for your first 30 units at an on-site location. 

➤ Financial aid available for those who qualify; no fees to apply.

We Offer a Clear Path to Promotion 
The L.A. County Sheriff’s Department and Union Institute & University want to put you 

on the fast track to a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice Management.

UNION INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY

Los Angeles Academic Center
6701 Center Drive West, Suite 1200 

Los Angeles, CA 90045
(800) 486-8328  

www.MyUnion.edu

Steve Kenny
Retired Lieutenant
Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department

“UI&U’s flexible schedule 
and alternate campus sites 
gave me an opportunity to 

achieve my goal of attaining 
a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Criminal Justice 
Management and advance 

my law enforcement career.”

ACCELERATED  
➤ A.A. or A.S. degrees transferred from regionally accredited colleges 

satisfy all general education requirements.

➤ Receive 32 semester credits for Basic POST certificate; up to 28 
semester credits for additional training.

For more information, please contact: 
John Andrews, Ret. LASD Lt., Site Coordinator 
(562) 355-1201
john.andrews@myunion.edu

UI&U is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission

UNION
INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY



Sheriffs’ Relief Association
O F   L O S   A N G E L E S   C O U N T Y,  C A L I F O R N I A ,  I N C .

S.T.A.R.S. Center
11515 Colima Road
Whittier, California 90604

Ford 
818.787.3800 

15505 Roscoe Blvd.,  
North Hills, CA 91343

Terry Miller, 
General Sales Manager

Aston Martin • Jaguar 
Lotus • Volvo • Lincoln

818.894.3800 
15500 Roscoe Blvd.,  
Van Nuys, CA 91406

Brian Allan, General Manager
 

Mazda 
818.742.3800 

15430 Roscoe Blvd.,  
Van Nuys, CA 91406

Daniel Fox, 
Sales Manager

Galpin Motors is Proud to Serve 
Those Who Serve Us!

We are pleased to offer 
SPECIAL VIP PRICING & INCENTIVES

to Our Law Enforcement Officers (including retired),  
Civilian Personnel and Family Members.

Galpin Certified Used
818.778.2010 

15445 Roscoe Blvd.,  
Van Nuys, CA 91343

Al Joseph, 
General Manager

Galpin Honda
818.837.6100

11151 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Mission Hills, CA 91340

 Ed Hartoonian, 
General Manager

800.GO.GALPIN • www.GALPIN.com
The #1 Volume Ford Dealer in the world for 24 consecutive years!

Galpin Volkswagen
818.895.3800 

15421 Roscoe Blvd.,  
North Hills, CA 91343

Michael Schwartz, 
General Manager

Galpin Santa Clarita
Mazda • Quick Lane • Subaru

661.255.7703
23645 Creekside Rd., 

Santa Clarita, CA 91355
David Gillum, Jr., General Manager


